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tjENtiAi. Motto. 

Sworn to no inafter*s arbrtrtrjr Tway, 

I range wheire-e'er occafion points the way. 

* EDINBVftCH EotTtO^t 
KVMF* 

t Why to expatiftte in thii bettiin BtH, 

Why arms, oft usM in vain, I mean td wkU ; 
If time permit, and candour will attend. 
Seme iarisiiiAion this eilay may lend. 

Edinb.Edxt. 

The battle joins, and, in a ffloment^i flighty 
Death, or a joyful conqueft^ ends the fight. 

FkAKCtiv 

* Th' iflapttient coutfer pants in ev*ry veiii, 
And pawing feems to beat the diftant plain | 
Hills, vales j and flbods, appear already croft, 
And> e^er he ftarts, a thotifand ftept are loftr 

Popi« 

ts fame your paflion ? Wifdom's powVful charm. 
If thrice read over, ihall its force difarm, 

FaAKC18« 

• The tranjlations that a^e tahen fr$m the Edinburgh Edi- 
tion, art dene by the ingenitut Mr, James Elpfiinftone of 
Edinburgh. 

a 2 Go 



Trawslations of theMoTTos, bfc^ 

VVMB. 

Go now, and meditate thy tuneful lays, 

Edinb. Ldit4 

3 Undifappointcd in defigns. 

With native honours virtue /hines ; 
Nor takes up pow'r, nor Jays it down. 
As giddy rabbles fxnile or frown, 

Edinb.Edit/ 

4 And join l>oth profit and delight in one* 

Cr£zcr« 

5 Now ev'ry field, now ev'ry tree is green j 
Now genial nature's faireft face is feen. 

£^IKB.E0IT« 

6 A^ive in indolence, abroad we roam 

In que ft of happinefs, which dwells at home : 
"With vain pcrfuits fatigu'd, at length you'll /?iid. 
No place excludes it from an equal mind. 

Edinb. Edit* 

TJnlefs the foul, to vice a thrall, 
Defert her own original. 

ff '"O Tliou whofe pow'r o*er moving worlds prefidcs, 
Whofc voice created , and whofe wifdom guides. 
On darkling m^n in pure effulgence ihine. 
And chear the clouded mind with light divine* 
'Tis thiae alone to calm the pious breaft 
With filent confidence ,and, holy reft : 
From thee, great God, we fpring, to thee we tend. 
Path, motive, guide, original and end. 

S For he that but conceives a crime in thought. 
Contracts the danger of an actual fault. 

CR££CH| 

Amid the ftorms of war, with curious. eyes 
I trace the planets and iurvey the ^ies. 

^1 Ckak 



in die riESTToiUMf. 

9 Choie i^hat yon are } no other ftate prefer/ 

£oinb.EolIT« 

TO For trifling iportsl quitted grave afllkirs. 

1 X Tiet Q ! remembeCf nor the god of wine, , 
Not Ppbian ¥btebus from his inmoft ihrine. 
Nor Dindftnene, nor her priefta pofTeft, 
Can with their fouiiduig cymbals ihaka the breaft, 
Lilu fiirioas angen 

Faancis* 

IX Unlike the ribald whofe licentious jeft, 
PoUutes his banqoet and infults his guvft^ 
From wealth and grandeur eafy to defcend. 
Thou joy'ft to lofc the mafter in the friend : 
We round thy board the cheerful menials fee^ 
Gay with the fmile tff.hland equ^y ; 
No fopial care the gracious lord, difdains ; 
Love prompts to love^ and rev'rcnce reverence gadftsi 

^3 And let not wine or anger wreft 
Th* intruded fecret from your breaft* 

Fbakci». 

14 Sure fuch a various creature ne*er was known. 

Francis* 

J 5 What age (b large a crop of vices bore^ 
Or when was avarice extended more ? 
When were the dice with more pcofuiion thrown ? 

36 Some yrho the depths of eloquence have found, 
Jn that unnavigablc ftream were drown'd. 

DftTDSN* 

The gates of hell are open night and day^ 
S.AOoUi Ihc deiSceat, and eafy is the way. 

DlTOIN.' 



17 Let thol^ weak Jikiiiiiy who lit«dii;dMU«ni.fdif > 
To j ug^lif^ priofls for trades repair j 
One certain hour of death to each decreed, 
My fixt, tfi^ cettam foul from dou1>t4iasireed. 

RowK^ 

tS Not thfceLdie g^tlejfs ftep-dameLtknows 
The balefbl draught for orphans ta compade:j . 

Noiwife high-portion* d rules her fpoufe^ 
Or trufts her eifencM lover* » /saithjefs vows z 

The lovors) thect fordpw- ry -daiia,, 
The father's virtue, and thefpotlefe faiAne^ 
Whi^ iarfd not break the Jiu|>tial. tie. 

Francis. 

t9 To rhetQrk^ Jkow, aiU. now to iaw- iacUdM^ 
tJntert&io Vfkere to fix jthy.chaRgiog^ Qund^ $ 
. Old \3£trvfm^% age or Nifi4P*6. maf,. he out, ^ . 
And thou, O Taurus, ftill go on in doubt. 
Come then, bow long fuch wavering ihaU we fee ^ 
Thou may*j[t tioubt on : thou no^ can^A nothing be* 

F. L£Wl8k 

f Such pageantry be to the pieople fhown ; 

There boaft thy horfe*s trappings and thy own ; 
I know thee to thy bottom ; from within 
Tthy ihallow centre^ to thy utmoft ikin. 

^ DRYt>EIf) 

21 Our bane and phyfic the fame earth beftows. 
And near the noifome nettle blooms the rofe. 

But ho frail man, however great or higi^ 

Can be concluded bleft before he die. A d-d I s o k • 
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fl2 Without a genius learning foars in vain ; 
And without learning geniu^ fSnks dgain : ' 
Their ftrtt unittd crownc the fprightly retguv 

EniNBiEniTi 

43, Three 



m the "PixsT voJU]u.M.£. 

Numb* 

ftj Three guefti I.lMvei diflVitfiag atai)^ ieaft^ 
RequiriiiK eacb.ta. gnti^liit ta(te 
Wi^ jdMei^t food. Fbancii. 

t4 None, po^e <Mc<iid« into hittiielf* Dbtdii^ 

X$ For. tlieir ^tn eoo^Acr wIm fielWv^ tb«y • 



^6 Sacfa mighty ford^ tiig with a pomfM^ut namei 
And exch high hosift of fortune am! of fame^ 
With caution fly : contrail th^ ample fails. 
And near the ifitc improire the gentle gales. 

£din.£oxt> 

1.7 So he, who poverty with horror views^ 
Who fells his ffeedokn in exchange for gold, 
(Freedom for mines of wealth too cheaply fold) 
Shall make eternal fervitude his fate, 
ilnd fed a haughty mafter*s galUng weight* 

Fkaxcii, 

bS To him, alas, to him, I fear. 

The face of death will terrible appear, 
Who in his life, flattering his feiifclefs pride, 
By being known to all the world befide. 
Does not himfelf^ when he is dyihg know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither he*s to go. CoWLir» 

i,^ But God hai wifely hid from human fight 
The dark decreet of future fate. 
And fown their feeds in depth of nighl { 
He laughs at all the giddy turns of ftate. 
When mortals fearch too foon, and fear too late. 

Dbyden/ 

|o Whene'er thy countenance divintf 
Th* attendant people cheers. 
The genial funs more radiaht fhiae^ 
The day more glad appears. Eoinb.Edit* 

31 • Corrupted 



Traksj-ations of the MoTTos, ^e. 

■Ndmb. 

3 1 Corrupted maoaen I doll ae'ci defend. 

Nor, falfcly v'Atf, lai-mj faulR coalend. 

EolllB.ElltT^ 

2* Of all the woei that load the mortal Ititt, 

Whale 'et thy portion, mildly meet thy fate ; 

But caf' it 13 thou can't Edi'h. Edit, 

Let pain delerT'd without complaint be home. 

J } Alternate itft and labour long eaduit. 




THE 

RAMBLER. 

Numb: i. Tuesday, Jib-rA 20, 1750, 

Cur tanun hoc Ubeat potius decurrere campOy 
Per quern magnus equos Aurunca Jiexlt alumnus^ 
Si vacatf et placid! rationem admittitis, edanu 

Jvv. 

THE difficulty of the firft addrefs on 
any new occaiion, is felt by every 
man in his tranfa£tions with the 
world, and confefTed by the fettled and regular 
forms of falutation which necei&ty has intro* 
duced into all languages. Judgment was 
wearied with the inextricable perplexity of 
being forced upon choice, where there was 
no motive to preference ;- and it was found 
convenient that fome eafy method of intro- 
dudlion fhould be cftablifhed, which, if it 
wanted the allurement of novelty, might 
enjoy in its place the fecurity of prcfcription. 

■ 

Perhaps few auUiors have prefented themr 

B fdvcs 



2 The RAMBLER. N^ i. 

fclves before the publick, without wifliing 
that fuch ceremonial modes of entrance had 
been anciently cftablifhed, as might have freed 
them from the dangers v/hich the too ardent 
defire of ^leafing is p^tain to produce, and 
precluded the vain expedients of foftening 
cenfurc by apologies, and roufuij^ attention by 
abruptness. 

T'he epic writers, indeed, have found the 
proemial part of the poem fuch an stddition 
to their laborious undertaking, that they have 
almoft unanimoufly adopted the firft lines of 
Homer, and fhefeaderneeds only be informed 
of the fubjeft to kiiow in what manner the 
fcene will open. 

But this folcmn repetition is hitherto the 
peculiar diftinflion of heroic poetry, and has 
never been legally extended to the lower or- 
ders of literature^ but feems to be confidered 
as an hereditary privilege, to be enjoyed only 
by tTioie who can claim it from their alliance 
to the genius of Homer. 

The rules which an obfervation of the 
injudicious ufe of this prerogative fuggefted to 
Horaci; ttajr, indeed, be applied to the di- 

reftlon 
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region of candidates for inferior fame ; and it 
may be proper for all to remember, that tbcf 
ought not to raife expcftation which it is not 
in their power to fatisfy, and that it is more 
pleailng to fee fmokc gradually brightening 
into flame, than flame fmking inio finoke. 

Yet tho* this precept has been long recei- 
ved, both from regard to the authority 6f him 
that delivered it, and its conformity to the 
general opinion of the world, there have been 
fome, as well fmce as before his time, who 
have thought it no deviation from modcfty to 
recommend their own labours, and imagined 
themfelves entitled by indifputable merit to an 
exemption from general reftraints, and to 
elevations not allowed in common 1 i fe. Theyji 
perhaps, believed that when, like Thucydidc^ 
they bequeathed to mankind xi^fM U a <i, an 
eftate for evcr^ it was an additional favour 
to inform them of its value/ 

It may, indeed, be no lefs dangerous to claim, 
on certain occafions, too little than too much. 
There is fomctliing captivating in fpirit and 
intrepidity, to which we often yield, as to a 
refiAlcls power ^ nor can he reafonably cxpeft 
V 13 2 the 



4 The RAMBLER. N^ r. 

the confidence of others, who, too apparently, 
dxftrufts himfelf. 

"Plutarch, in his enumeration ofthe various 
occaCons, on which a man may, without jufl; 
offence, proclaim his own excellencies, has 
omitted the cafe of an author entering the 
world ', unlefs it may be comprehended under 
his general pofition, that a man may lawfully 
praifc himfelf for thofe qualities which cannot 
be known but from his own mouth ; as when 
he is atnong ftrangers, and can probably have 
no opportunity of an acSlual exertion of his 
powers. That the cafe of an author is pa- 
rallel will fcarcely be granted, becaufe he ne- 
ceflarily difcovers the degree of his merit to 
his judges, when he folicits their fuffrages. 
But it fliould be remembered, that unlefs hig 
judges be prejudiced in his favour, they will 
not be perfuaded to hear the caufe. 

In love, the ftate which fills the heart with 
a degree of folicitude next that of an author, 
it has been held a maxim, that fuccefs is 
moft eafily obtained by indireft and concealed 
approaches ; he who too foon profeffcs him- 
lelfa lover, raifes obftaclesto his own wifhes 
iind tliole whom difappointments have taugh^ 

ex- 
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experience, endeavour to conceal their pailton 
till they believe tliat their miftrcfs wiftics for 
the difcovery. The fame method, if it were 
praflicable to writers, would fave many com- 
plaints of the partiality of the world, the 
fcverity of the age, and the caprices of criticifni. 
If a man could glide imperceptibly into th^ 
favour of the publick, and only proclaim bis 
pretentions to literary honours when he is fure 
of not being rejeded, he might commence 
author with better hopes, as his failings might 
efcape contempt, though he (hall never attain 
excellence fufficient to excite much regard. 

But iince the publick fuppofes every man 
that writes ambitious of applaufe, as fome 
ladies have taugjit tbemfelves to believe tba( 
every man intends love, who cxprcfles civility, 
the mifcarrige of any new endeavour in learn- 
ing raifes an unbounded contempt, indulged 
by moft minds without fcruple, as an honeft 
triumph over unjuft claims, and exorbitant 
cxpedations. The artifices of tbofe who put 
thenoielYes in this haauurdous fl^tr, have there- 
fore been multiplied in proportion to their 
ftaras well as their ambition ; and are to h% 
looked upon with more indulgence, as thq^ 
refult from complicated paflionsj and are inti* 

B3 ted 
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ted at once by the two great movers of the 
human mind, the defire of good, and the fear 
of evil. For who can wonder that, thus 
allured on one fide, and frightned on 
the other, fome men fliould endeavour to 
gain favour by bribing the judge with 
an appearance of refpe£t which they do 
not feel, to excite compaffion by confeiling 
wcaknefe of which they are not convinced, or 
to attraft regard by a fhew of opennefs and 
magnanimity, by a daring profeffion of their 
ov/n dcferts, and a publick challenge of ho- 
nours and rewards. 

The oftentatious and haughty difplay of 
themfelves has been the ufual refuge of diurnal 
Writers, in vindication of whofe pra£tice it 
n\ay be faid, that what it wants in prudence is 
fupplied by fmcerity, and who at leaft may 
plead, that if their boafts deceive any into the 
perufal of their performances, they defraud 
them o? but little time. 
• i> ■ ^idemfnf Concurritur^-^ora 

Momento cita mors vemt^aut viSforia lata. 

The qucftion concerning the merit of the 
<iay is foon decided^ and we are not condem- 
ned 



nM to toil tbfo'balf a folio, to be oonviocui 
that the Writer has broke his proxuirc. 

• . ' * 

It i$ one among many rcafons fox which X 

f urpofe tQ endeavour the entertainment of 
pty countrymen by a (hort cfTay on TuefJay 
and Saturday, that I hope not much to tire 
thofe whom I fliall not happen to picafe ', and 
if I am not commended for the beauty of my 
works, to be at leaft pardoned for their brevity : 
but whether my expe^i^tbns are mod HxeJ 
on pardon or praife, I diink jt Jiot ncceOary to 
difcover ; for having accurately weighed the 
reafons for arrogance and fubmiffion I find 
themib nearly equiponderant, that my impati- 
ence to try the event of my firft perfbrmam^ 
viM not fuffcr me to attend any longer the 
trepidation of the balance. 

There are, indeed, many conveniencies al- 
vinoft peculiar to thi$ method of puhiicatson, 
cWkieh m^y naturally flatter die author, whe- 
ther he be confident or timorous. The man to 
^honi the extent of his knowledge, or the 
fprightlinefs of hb imagination, has, in his ovm 
opinion, already fecur^ the praifes of the 
world, willingly take^ that way of difplaying 
*iiii9(sibiliiies wliiGb^waU foone^t g^ve him an 0{i- 

B 4 por- 
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pprtunity of bearing the voice of lame, and it 
hei^tens bis alacrity to think in how many 
phces he fhall hear what he is now writing, 
read with ecftailes to morrow. He will often 
'pleafehimiclf with refleding, that the author 
of a large treatife muft pikKreed with anxiety, 
left, before the completion of his work, the 
attention of thepublick may have changed its 
obje£i: j but that he who is confined to no 
finglc fubjeft,' may follow the national tafte 
through all its variations, and catch the Aura 
popularis, the gale of favour, from what point 
foever it fhall blow* 

* • ** " ' . r 

Nor is the profpe& lefs likely to eafii the 
'doabts of the cautious,, and allay the» terrot^r^ 
-JoEthc fearful, for to fuch the fiiortnefs of every 
fingle paper is a powerful encouragement. He 
that queftions his abilities to arrange the diiE- 
milar parts^of an extenllve plan, or fears to be 
loft ina complicated fjrftem, ma^ yet hope tp 
adJ4ift a few pa^ witfaokit perplexity ; and if, 
when he turns over the repofitories of hb me- 
mory, he finds his colle£^ion too fnr^U for. a 
i V9lume,he may yet have enough to furnifh out 
an elTay. He that is afraid of laying out too 
:niuch time upon an experiment of which, he 
-f|tar5 thc.cvcnt^ pcrfuades himfeJf that jfcfew 
'* ', ,\ li days 
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days will fhew him what he is to exped froai 
his learning and his genius. If he thinks his 
own judgnient not fufBciently enlightned,, be 
may, by attending the remarks which every 
paper will produce, inform himfelf of his mU^ 
takes, re^iy his opinions, and extend hit 
views. If he fufpe£b that he may with too 
little premeditation encumber himfelf by an uii- 
wieldy fubjed, he may quit it widiout ton* 
feffinghis igporance» and pais to other tajjfid^ 
lefs dangerous, ormore tra£bble. AndifJbie 
finds, with all his induftry, and all hit artifi- 
ces% that he cannot deferr^ regard, or cannot 
attain it, he may let the defign fall at once, and» 
without injury to others or himfelf, retire to 
aoiufemeAtt of greater f^teafure, or to 
•f b^cr profpe^* 
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.Numb. '2. Saturpay, Marjcb 2^ ij^o* 

* $tare loco nefclt^ pereunt vejtigia milk 

Antefugam^ abfentmique f&rit gravis ungula 
campum. Statius. 

THAT the mind of man is never fa- 
tisfied with the objefts before it, but 
1$ always breaking away frem the prefent mo- 
ihetit, and lofing itfelf in fchemes of future 
ftSTicity ; that we forget the proper ufe of the 
lime now in our power, to provide for the 
'cityoyment of that which, perhaps, may 
'never be granted us, has been frequently re* 
'ttiafked ; and as' this practice is a vtry com- 
modious fubjed of raillery to the gay, and of* 
declamation ta the ferious, it has been ridi- 
culed with all the pleafantry of wit, and ex- 
aggerated with all the amplifications of rheto- 
ric. Every inftance, by which its abfurdity 
might appear moft flagrant, has been 
fludioufly colle^ed \ it has been marked with 
every epithet of contempt, and all the tropes 
and figures, have been called forth againft it. 

Cbnsuke is willingly indulged^ becaufe it 

always 
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always implies. fome fuperiorityj men plea& 
themfclves with imagining that they have 
made a deeper iearch) or wider furvcy, thaa 
others, and dete£led &ults and follies, whidi 
efcaped vulgar obiervitton. And the pleaAinr 
of wantoning in common toptcks is fo tempt- 
ing to a writer, that he cannot eafily refign 
it$ a train of ientiments generally received 
enables him to fiune without labour* and Ul 
conquer without a conteft. It is lb eafyli 
laugh at the folly of him who lives only in 
idea, refufes immediateeafe or diftaoC pleafures, 
and, inftcad of enjoyii^ the blcffings of life, 
lets life glide away in preparations to enjoy 
them I it affords fuch opportunities of trium- 
phant exultations, to exemplify the uncer* 
tainty of human ftate, to roufe mortals from 
their dream, and inform them of the fUent 
celerity of time, that we may reafonably be* 
lieve moft authors willbg rather to tranlmit 
dian examine fo advantageous a principle, anid 
more inclined to purfue a track fo fmooth and 
(o flowery, than attentively to conilder whether 
it leads to truth. 

This quality c^ looking forward into futu- 
•city feems ^ unavoidaible and necefl&rycon^- 

fi 6 dition 
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dition of a being, whofe motions are gradual^: 
and whofe life is progreiEve : as his powers 
are limited, he mutt ufe means for the attain- 
metit of his ends, and muft intend firOr what 
he performs laft; as, by continual advances 
from his firft ftage of exiftenoe, he is perpetu- 
ally varying the horizon of his profpedb, he 
muft always difcover new motives of a<SUon, 
new ^ccttements of £sar, and allurements of 
4efire. ■'.■.■--' 

The end, dierefbre, which, at prefent, 
calls forth our efforts will be found, when it is 
once gained, to be only one of the means to 
foine remoter end, and the natural Bights of 
tlie human mind are not from pleafure to plea* 
fure, but from hope to hope. 

Hb that dire£b his fteps to a certain point, 
muft frequently turn bis eyes to that place 
. which be ftrives to reach ; he that undergoes 
the fotigue of labour, muft Jblace his wean* 
lids .^ith the contemjdatioAJof its rewavd, Idi 
agriculture, one of the moft (Imple and hecef* 
fary employments, no man turns up the ground 
butfiecaut^ he tiimks of the harveft, that har- 
veftwfaicb^fi^hts niiay intercept, which inuor 
' • . J V. dations 
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dationsroiay fweepaway, or y/rhkh dcadbor 
calamity najifhiiider him firom reaptog* • 

YcT a9. fisw maxups are widdy receife(}| 
or Jpng. retained, but for Ipmc confixmi^ 
with truth and nature, k muft be confiBfled^ 
that this caution s^ainft keeping our view torn 
intent upon remote advantages is not without 
its propriety or uiefuhicb, though it niay haiop 
been incukated with too much levity, or ia> 
forced with too litde diftindion : for» not tt 
fp<^ of that vehemence of de&re whicbprefles 
through right and wrong to its gratification, 
or tiiat anxious inquietude which * is juflly 
cbargeihle '. with diftruft of. heaven, fubjefiji 
too tbletbn for my preient purpofe y it verf 
frequoitly. happens .that, by indulging top 
early the raptufts of fuocfis, we forget ttif 
meafures neceflary to fecure it, and fuffer the 
ilhagjcnatipn to r^pt in the jfruitian of feme 
pofible: go9d j rtiU t^ time of obtaining, ft 
has flijiped awpy. • ..: ./ . f.)>i 

. THKHE'WQuld however,^ perhaps, be fev 
entcrprifes, i either of grpat hibour.ochazaoi, 
undertaken,, if we b^d not the power of mag* 
nifying tlie advantages,': which, we poiua^e 

our* 
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burTdves to expeft from tb^m ; and when 
the knight of La Mancha gravely recounts to 
his companion the adventures by which he is^ 
ft) iignsdize. himfelf in fuch a manner that he 
ihaD be fummoned to the fupport <^ empires, 
(bificited'to aoeept tiit hetrefs €xf die crown 
lie has' preferved, have honours and riches to 
fcatter about him» ^ind an ifkmd to beftow on 
W» worthy fquire, very few readers, amidft 
their tnirth or their pity, can deny diat they 
fave admitted vifion^ of the fame kind 5 
Aough they have not, perhaps, expefted e- 
^reots equafiy ftrange, nor by means equally 
iaadccjttate. When we pky him, we refleft 
xm XAXt own difappqintments, and when we 
liiogh, our hearts tnferm us that he is not 
W>re ridkndous thsm ourfelves, e^ccept that 
%e teOs what we only thouglrt. 

■ 

Thc underftanding of a man, naturally 

ikfiguine, may, indeed, be-^^Iy vitiated by 

too luxurious an indulgence pf the pleafures 

of l^ojpe, however generally neceflary to the 

*]produ£lion of every thing great or excellent^ 

tils feme plants are deftroyedby too open ex- 

]^ureto that fun which grves life and beauty 

'to the vegetable world. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps no dafi of the human fpedes 
requires more to he cautioned agatnft this an^ 
ticipation of hap^nels, than thofe that aipire 
to die name df authors. A man of lird^r 
fancy no fooner finds a faint moving in liii 
nuAd, than lie makes mooientaiMous cxcur- 
fions to the prels, and to die world, and^ with 
a little ^ncoumgement frogi flattciy , pufhet 
forward into future ages, and prpgnqfticat€l 
the honours to be paid him, 'vAien cnrj is ob- 
tin£(, and fa£tion is fS^urgotten, and thafe, 
wliomthe partisdity of the prefent generajdc^ 
fuffers to obfcure him, fliaD giye way to otjier 
trifles of as Ihort duration as theiQjUvqs. 

Thqs^, who have proceeded (o £ur as to 
append to the tribunal t)f fucceeding timety 
are, indeed, Qot liketyto be cured of tfidhr 
infatuation; but aH endeavours ought tp be 
ufed for the prevention of a difeafe, for 
which, when it has attained its height, pei:* 
haps no remedy will be found in the gardens 
of philofophy, however flie may boaft her 
phyfick of the mind, her catharticks of vice, 
or her antidotes to paiEon. 

I .a HAUL, therefore^ wjhile I am yet but 
^i^htly touched with the fymptoms of the 

writer's 
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writer's malady, endeavour to fortify myfelf 
againft the infection, not without fome weak 
hope, that my prefervatives may extend their 
virtue to others, whofe employment expoies 
Ibem to the iame danger : 

LamSs amort turns? Stmt certa piacuk^ 

fuati 
TiT pmn k&a fiterunt ncnare libello. 

It 18 the fage advioe of £pi£^etus, that a 
gum Ihould accuftom himlelf often to think of 
what is moft (hocking and terrible, that by 
fuch reflexions he may bepreferved from too 
ardent wifhes for feeming good^ and from too 
much dejedion in real eviL 

There is nothing more dreadful to an 
futhor than ne^ed, compared with which re* 
proach, and hatred, and oppofidon, are names 
.of happinefs} yet this worft, this meaneft fate 
every man who dares to write has reafon to 
fear. 

/ nune^ et virfus ttcum meditare canoros. 

It may not be unfit for him who makes a 
new entrance into the lettered world, fo far to 
fufpeft his own powers as to believe that he 

poiEbly may defenrc n^IeA 3 that nature may 

not 
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not have qualified him much to enlai^ge or 
embelliih knowledge, norfent him forth en- 
titled by indifputable fuperiority to regulate 
tliexondud of the reft of mankind) thaf» 
thougjh the world muft be granted tobe yet i|i 
igjnorance, he is not deftined to : difpel the 
cloud, nor to ihine out as one of the lumi- 
naries of life : for this fuipicion, e^ttj cata- 
logue of authors will furnifb fufficient reafon % 
a5 he will find it crpuded with names^f nien» 
who, though now forgo^n, were once no 
lefs enterpnfing or confident than himfelf^ 
equally pkafed with their own produi^ons^ 
.equally careflfed by their patrons, and flattered 
.by their friends/ < 



• «. , 



But, thou^ it fhould happen that an au^ 
thor is capable of excelling In his province ; 
yet his merit may pais without notice, hud- 
dled in the variety of things, and thrown into 
the general mifcellany of life. He that en- 
deavours after fame by writing, folicits the 
regard of a multitude flu£hiatingin pleafu^es^ 
or immerfed in bufineis, without time for 
intelle£hialamufements; he appeals to judges 
prcpoflefied by paflions, or corrupted by pre- 
judices, which preclude their approbation of 
any new performance. Some arc too indolent 

.■ .» "i to 

• (I* J w ^ 
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to read any diing, tlU hs reputation is eftab- 
lifliM ; others too cnrious to promote that 
fame, which gives them pain by its incrcafe. 
What is new is oppofcd, becaufe moft are un- 
willing to -be taught J and what is known is 
'reje£^ed, becaufe it isnotfufficiehtly confider- 
fd, that men more frequently require to be 
reminded than informed. The learned are 
cafraid to declare their opinion early, left they 
ihould put dteir reputation in hazard; the ig- 
tiorant always ima^ne themfelvcs giving fome 
•proof of delicacy, when they refufe to be 
-pleafed: and he, therefore, that finds his 
-way to reputation, through all thefeobftrufii- 
ons, muft acknowledge that he is indebted to 
other caufes befides his induftry, his learning) 
« bis wit. 



Numb. 
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NuMB« 3« Tuesday, March ^7, 17S0. 

VjRTus, repulfa nefcia fordida^ 
Intamnatis ful^et honmbusy 
Necfumit aut ponttfecum 

jlrbitriopopularisaura. Hoi« 

THE ta(k of an author is, eidier to 
teach what is not known, or to re^ 
commend known truths, hj his manner of 
adorning them ; cither to let new It^ in up* 
on the mind, and o][>en new fcenes to die 
profpeft, or to vary the drcfs and iituation of 
-common obje%, fo as to give diemfrefli grace 
and more powerful attra£iions, to fpreadfudi 
Bowers over die regions Arough which dit 
intdleft has already made its progrefs, as miiy 
tempt it to return^ and take a fecond view of 
. things too haflily pafled over, or too ne^gent* 
ly regarded. 

Either of dicfc l^kbours is very diScul^ 
becaufe, that they may not be fruitlefi, meiii 
muft not only be perfuaded of their errors, but 
reconciled to tfieir guide j they muft not only 
confc^ their ignorance, but, vdiat is ftill lefi 
{leafing, milbaUow diat he-from v^om the/ 

- are 
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are to learn is more knowing than tbemfdves. 

It might be imagined that fuch an employ* 
ment was i|i itfelf fufficiendy irkfome and 
hazardous, and that none would be found 
So malevolent as wantonly to add weight to 
the ftone of Sifyphus. It might be hoped 
that few endeavours would beufed to obftrudl 
.tfaoi^ advances to reputation, which muft be 
made.at fuch sui expence of time and thought, 
and by fuch flowde^ees, with fo great hazard 
in the mifcarriage^ and with fo little advantage 
from the fuccefs. 

Y£T . there is a certain race of men, that 

.either ^magjbe it their duty, or make it their 

.amufement, to hinder the recqption of every 

work of learning or of genius, who ftand as 

centinels in die avenues of £une, and value 
* • ... 

themselves upon ^ving Ignorancb and 
£nv Y Ihe firft notice of a new prey. 

,. To -thefe men, who diftiaguifKjthemfclves 
t>y the appelladon of. Criticks, it is neceA 
iary for a new author to find fome; means of 
irecommendatioru It is probable,- that the ' 
moft malignant of thefe peifocutors might, be 
jbouwhat [o^sofidm and preYailcd ..on«^ ioir tg^ 

• fboxt 
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fliort time, to remit their fury. For this pur- 
pofe, having conddered many expedients, I 
find in th$ records of ancient times, that 
Argus was lulled by mufic, and Cerberus 
quieted with a fop ; and am, therefore, inclin- 
ed to believe that modem criticks, who, if 
they have not the eyes, have the watchfulnels 
of Argus, and can bark as loud as Cerbe- 
R»Ts, though, perhaps, they may not bite with 
equal force, might be fubdued by methods of 
the fame kind. I have heard how fome have 
been pacified with claret and a fupper, and o- 
thers laid afleep by the foft notes of flattery. 

Though the nature of my undertaking 
gives me fuificicnt reafon to dread the united 
attacks of this virulent generation, yet I have 
not hitherto pcrfuaded myfelf to take any 
meafures for flight or treaty. For I am in 
doubt, whether they Can aft againft me by 
lawful authority, whether they have not prc- 
lumed upon a forged commiflion, ftiled them- 
fidves the minifters of Criticism, without 
being able to produce any authentic evidence 
of delegation, and uttered their own determi- 
nations as the decrees of a higher judicature. ' 

Criticism, from whom they derive their 

claim 
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claim to decide the fate of writers^ was the 
dddl daughter of Labour and of Truth : 
ihe was, at her birth, committed to the care 
of Justice, and brought up by her in the 
palace of Wisdom. Being foon diftinguifh- 
«d by the celeftials, forher uncommon qualities, 
jQj^ was appointed the governefs of Fang y, and 
Unpowered to beat time to the chorus of the 
MusEjs, when they fung before the throne of 
Jupiter. 

When the Muses condefcended to vifit 
this lower world, they came accompanied by 
Criticism, to whom, upon her defcent from 
her native regions. Justice gave a fcepter, to 
be carried aloft in her right hand, one end of 
which was tin^iured with ambrofia, and in- 
wreathed with a golden foliage of amaranths 
and bays ; the other end was incircled with 
cyprefs and poppies, and dipped in the waters 
of oblivion. In her left hand, fhe bore an 
unoctinguifhable toich^ the manufadture of 
Labour, and lighted by TRtfTH, of which 
it was the particular quality to difFufe its radi« 
atice in fucfa a manner as immediately to fhew 
ey^ thing in its true form, however it might 
be dilguifed to common eyes. Whatever 
Art could complicate, or Folly could con- 
found. 
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found, was, upon the firft gleam of the torch 
of Truth, exhibited in its diftin£l parts and 
original funplicity ', it darted through all the 
labyrinths of fopliiftry, and Ihewed at once all 
the abTurditics to which they (crved for refuge ; 
it pierced through the robes, which rheto- 
lick often fold to fidichood, and deteded the 
difproportion of parts, which artificial veils 
had been contrived to cover. 

Thus furnlfhed for the execution of her 
office, Criticism camedown to furvey the per • 
formances of thofc whoprofefled thcmfelvcs the 
votaries of the MysES. Whatever was brought 
before her, fKe beheld by the fteady light of 
the torch of TruTh, and when her exami* 
nation had convinced her, that the laws of 
juft writing had been obfcrved, (he touched it 
with the amaranthine end of the fcepter, and 
configned it over to immortality. 

But it more frequently happened, that in 
tfie works, which required her infpeAion, 
there was fome impofture attempted; that 
felfe colours were laborioufly laid upon par- 
ticular parts J that fome fecrct inequality wa4 
found between the words and fentiments, or 
fome difCmilitude of the ideas and the original 

obje£U 
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obJ€&; that incongruities were linked together^ 
or that fome parts were of no iife but to en- 
l^gc the appearance of the whole, without 
contributing to its beauty, its folidity, or its 
ufefulnefs. 

Wherever fuch difcoveries were niade^ 
and tliey were made whenever thefe fiiults 
were committed. Criticism refufed the 
touch which conferred the fkndion of immor- 
tality, and, when the errors were frequent 
and grofs, reverfed the fcepter, and let the 
drops of Lethe diftil from the poppies and 
cyprefs, a fatal mildew, which immediately 
began to wafte the work away, till it was at 
laft totally deftroyed. 

There were frequently fome compofitions 
brQughtfo the teft, in which, when theftrongeft 
light was thrown upon them, their beauties 
and faults appeared fo equally mingled, that 
Crticism flood with her fcepter poifed in 
bcr hand, in doubt whethef to flied the drops 
of oblivion, or ambrofia, upon them. Thcfe 
at laft, increafed to fo great a number, that 
(he was weary of attending fuch doubtful 
claims, and, for fear of ufmg improperly the 

fcepter 
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fccpter of Justice, referred the caufc to be 
confidered by Ti me . 

The proceedings of Time, though very 
dilatory, were, feme few caprices excepted^ 
conformable to Justice: and many, wh© 
thought thcmfelves fccure by a fliort forbear* 
ance, have funk under his fcythe, as thcj^ 
were pofting down with their volumes in tri- 
umph to futurity. It was obfervable tliat 
fome were defh-oyed by little and little, and 
others crufhed for ever by a fingle blow. 

Criticis^i having tong kept ier eye 6xt 
flcadily ifpon TiMr, wasathftfo wellfati*- 
ficd with his conduA, that ihe withdrew from 
the earth with herpatroneis Asteea, and left 
Prejudice and FAlsb-Taste to ravage at 
lapgd widv Fraud and Mischief; contctit- 
ing herfelf thenceforth to fticd her influence 
from afar upon fome feleS minds^ fitted for 
its reception by learning and by virtue. 

Be for E her departure, (he broke her fccpter, 
of which the fliivcrs, that formed the ambrofial 
end, were caught up by Flattery, and 
thofe that had been infefted with the waters of 
Lethe were, with equal haftc, feized by Ma- 

C LFVOLENCE. 
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LEVOLENCE. ThefoUpwers of Flattery, 
to whom {he diftributed her part of die fceptcr, 
neither had nor defired light, but touched in- 
difcriminately whatever Power or Interest 
happened to exhibit. The companions of 
JMalevolence were fupplied by the Furies 
with a torch, which had this quality peculiar 
to infernal luilre, that its light fell only upon 
faults. 

No lights but rather darknefs vifihle 
Served only to dtfcover fights of woe* 

With thefe fi-agments of authority, the 
fiaves of Flattery and Malevolence 
marched out, at the command of their mif- 
trefles, to confer immortality, or condemn to 
oblivion. But the fcepter had now loft its 
]»ower; and Tims paiies his fentenceat leifure, 
without any regard to their determinations* 



Numb. 
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Numb. 4. Saturday, Mareh 31, 1750. 
Simui etjucunda et idonea dicere Vita. HoR. 

TH £ works of fidion, with which the 
prefent generation feems more parti. 
cularly delighted, are Aich as exhibit life in its 
true ftate, diverfified only by the accidents that 
daily happen in the world, and influenced by 
thofe paffions and qualities which are really 
to be found in converting with mankind. 

This kind of writing may betermednot im- 
properly the comedy of romance, and is to be 
conduced nearly by the rules of comic poetry. 
Its province is to bring about natural events 
by eafy means, and to keep up curiofity with* 
out the help of wonder : it is therefore preclu- 
ded from the machines and expedients of the 
heroic romance, and can neither employ giants 
to fnatch away a lady from the nuptial ritesy 
nor knt^ts to bring her back from captivity » 
it can neither bewilder its perfonages in defarts, 
nor lodge them in imaginary caftles. 

I REMEMBER a remark made by Scaliger 
upon Pontaous, diat all his writiogB are fiUed 

C2 with 
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with the fame images ; and that if you take 
/rom him his lillies and his rofes, his fatyrs 
and his dryads, he will have nothing left that 
c^n be called poetry. In like manner^ almoft 
all the fi(Sions of the laft age will vanifh, if 
you- deprive them o£a hermit and a Wood^ t 
battle and a fhipwreck- 

Why this wild ftrain of imagination found 
reception fo long, ui polite and learned ages, 
it is not eafy to conceive ; but we cannot 
wonder that, while readers could be procured, 
the authors were willing to continue it : for 
when a man had by pra£i:ice gained fome 
■fluency of language, he had no ferther care 
tfian- to retire to his dofet, let loofeliis inventi-^ 
:On> and heat his mind with incredibilities j 
sOfd a book was produced without fear of cri- 
ticifm, without the toil of ftudy, without 
JkHowledgedf natuie^or acquaintance with life. 



(' 



, Th JL taflc of our prefeht Iwriters is. very dif- 

/erent 5 it requires^ (ogetheriwith that learning 

,whichistobegained froiyi books, that expei- 

rience which can nevjerjbe attayied.by folitary 

diligence, but muft arife from general converfe, 

.^aad accurate obferVation of the living world. 

; 'Ji^ieif^^er^bi^ip^j^es hiave, s|s Hor^e expreiTes 

a:;. V it. 
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it, plus 9neris quantum vent a: minus^ litde indul- • 
gcnce, and therefore more difficulty. They; 
arc? -engaged in portraitB of which every oncl 
kno^jvs the original, and can therefore detc&' 
any deviation from exa6lne(B of refembhnce* 
Other writings are fafc, except from the malice 
of learning, but thcfc are in danger from every 
codimon reader ; as the flipper ill executed 
was cenfured by a fhoemaker who happened to- 
ftop in his way at the Venus of Apelles. 



But tlie danger of not being approved 
}uft copycrs of human manners, is not the 
moft important apprehenfion that an author of 
this fort ought to have before him.. TJidb 
tccks are wxiten chiefly to the young, the ig-« 
aorant, and the idle, to whom dbicy ferve as 
ledhires of condu£^, and introductions into 
Ufe. They are the entertainmeht of minds 
un&mifhed with ideas, and therefore cafily 
iufcefplibieofimppeiiidnb \ not iixed by princi- 
ples, and therefore eafily following the cuirenc 
of fancy 5 not informed by experience, and 
eofiiequently open to eviErry fidfe fuggeftion and 
partial account. 

That the higheft <Ieg^ of reverence 
Ihoutt be psid to jsouth, ^and that nothing iq^ 

C J decent 
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4ecent or unfeemly ihould be fuSered to ap- 
proach their eyes or earsj are precepts extorted 
by fenfe aad virtue from an ancient writer, by 
no means eminent for chaftity of thought. 
The Cuac kind^ tho' not the fame degree of 
caution, is required in every thing which is 
laid before them, to fecure them from unjuft 
prejudices, perverfe opinions> and improper 
combinations of images* 

In the romances formerly written, every 
tranfadtion and fentiment was fo remote from 
atl that pafles among men, that the reader was 
in very little danger of making any applicati- 
ons to bimfelf ; the virtues and crimes were 
equally beyond his fphere of a£tivity ; and he 
amufed biauTelf with heroes and with traitors^ 
deliverers' and perfecutors, as with beings of 
another fpecies, whofe actions were regulated 
upon motives of their own, and who had nei. 
tber fiiults nor excellencies in common with 
bimfelf. . 

But when an adventurer is leveled with the 
reft of the world, snd ads in fuch icenes of 
the univerJbl drama, as may be the lot of any 
other man; young fpe&ators fix thetr eyes 
upon liim with dofer .atteiitioxi> and hope by 

ob- 
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obferving his behaviour and fucccis to regu- 
late their own praAices, when they (hall be 
engaged in the like part. 

For this reafon thefe familiar hiftories mxf 
perhaps be made of greater ufe dian the folcm* 
nities of profefled morality, and convey the 
knowledge of vice and virtue with moreefficacy 
than axioms and definitions. But if the powv 
of example is fo great, as to take pofleffion of 
the memory by a kind of violence, and pro- 
duce effeds almoft without the intervention of 
the will, care ought to be taken that, when 
the choice b unreflrained, the beft examples 
only ihould be exhibited ; and that which is 
Kkdy to operate fo firoi^Iy, fbould not b« 
mifchievous or uncertain in its tStS^ 

Thb chief advantage which thefe fi^Uons 
have over real life is, that their authors art at 
Ubertyf tho' not to invent, yet to (Adk obje^ 
and to cull from die mafi of mankind, diofe 
individuals upon which the attention ought 
inoft to be employ'd ; as a diamond, though 
it cannot be nude, may be polifhed by art, and 
placed in fuch a fituation, as tQ diffday that 
hiftre which before was buried amon^ common 
ftones* 

C4 Ih 



^z The R A M B L E R. N« 4. 

It is juftly confidered as the greateft excel- 
lency of art, to imitate nature ; but it is ne- 
ceflary to diftinguifh thofe parts of nature, 
which are moft proper for imitation-: greater 
oure is ftill required in i:eprefenting life, which 
is fo often difcolqured by paffion, or deformed 
by wickednefs. If the world be promifcuoufly 
4^cribed, I cannot fee of what ufc it can be to 
tead the account j or why it may not be as 
lye to turn .the eye immediately upon mankind, 
fs upto a miuor which fliows aJl thatprefents 
i«felf without difcriminatiorj^ 

. » 

. It is therefore not a fufficitnt vindication 

iif a,chara£ter, that it:^drawn ^ it appisars, 

for many ch3>'^<^ei'9 pught peyer to be drawn ; 

nor of a narrative, that the train of events is 

agreeable to obrervation and experience, for 

th^^ gbfervatipn which is called knowledge of 

(hp world, will be found much more frequent- 

Ijl tQ make inen cunning than good. The 

l^rpcife of thefe writings is furely not only to 

^w mankind) b\it to provide that they may 

1^ feen hereafter with lefs hazard ; to teach 

l^ineans of ^voiding thefnares which are laid 

|jJLT*.ftA9HJ?^Y for Innocence, without in- 

fufing any wifli for thatfuperiority with which 

the 
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the betrayer flattto bis ranitjr; to give the 
power of counterafting fraud, wkboutthe 
tfemp^tion to pndife it $ to initiate youdi bjr 
mock encounters in the art of neceflSiry de^ 
£eni^.and to increafe prudence wkhout icapw^ 
iogvirtoe. 



: Many writers for die fake of foUowing 
tt|iife» fo mingle good and bad qualities in theif 
pMncipAlperfonages, tbat tbey sffc bqth equal* 
ly confpicvous i . a^id as we accompany tbeflli 
through iheir adrentures with delight, and are 
led by d^rees to intereft ourfdves in theiir 
fikV<Auf, we lofe tbe abhorrence of their faults^ 
bMUife they do i^of hinder our pleafuxei: ciiv 
peiihaps, regard diein with fomekindneis fold 
beingitnited with fa mifdi merit. • > 

• - - . . 1 

There have been men indeed fplendidly 
wittked, whofe .endowments tiiraW a bright- 
neftionjthcr tfinass^^juid whoiii^jfcaree aiq^ 
iMUsbjr .naads >perfei9iiy 'detcHa^Ie^ ibecaufil 
tliqr never ceirld be wholly divefted of Itbeli 
emcHrnries ; but fuch have ^ been in valla^ 
thd great corrupters of Ae Wdrld, sbidtfieir 
refiBmblance ought no more tobepftSletTed^ 
dH«.ih0.att;of hittt-dsriii^wkhtitotlJ^ '^-^-^^ 

'il C5 SOMK 



34 The RAMBLER- N^ 4. 

Some have advanced, without due attention 
to the confequences of this notion, that certain 
virtues have their correfpondent &ults, and 
tiierefore that to exhibit either apart is to xle-* 
viate from probability. Thus men are obfer^ 
' red by Swift to be grateful in the fame degree 
as they are refentful. This principle, with 
odiers of the fame kind, fuppo(es man to aA 
Arom abrute impulfe, and perfiie a certain de-' 
gree of indination, without any choice of 
the obje£i: ; for, otherwife, tliough it fhould 
be allowed that gratitude and refentment arife 
from the iame conftitution of the paffions, it 
follows not that they will be equally indulged 
when reafon is confulted ; yet unlefi that con- 
ftquence be admitted, this £igacious maxim be- 
comes an empty fbuhd^ without any relation to 
pradlice or to life. 

Non is it evident^ that even die firft motions 
Id thefe effe^ are always in the fame propor-* 
lioa. For pride^ which produces quickneft 
ffitfentmenf^ WHl frequently obftruA grati- 
tude, by unwiUingnefs to admit that inferiority 
wfucfi obligatioa nece&rily implies ; and it 
^ furely v^ unlikely, that he who cannot 
think i^ rc«€»y<$ a kvCM wiU ever acknow* 
le4seit. 

It? 
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It is of theutmoft importance to mankind^ 
that pofitions of this tendency ihould be laid 
open and confuted ; for while men conlider 
good and evil as fpringmg from the (amc 
root, they will fpare the one for the iake of. 
the other, and in judging, if not of others at . 
leaft of themfelves, will be apt to eftimats 
their virtues by their vices. To this fiual 
error all thofe will contribute, who confound 
the colours of right and wrong, and inftead of 
helping to fettle their boundaries, mix them 
with fo much art, that no common mind it 
able to difunite them* 

Is narratives, where hiftorical veracity has 
no place, I cannot difcover why there fhould 
not be exhibited the moft pcrkSt idea of virtue $ 
of virtue not angelica), nor above probability, 
for what we cannot credit we IhaU never imi- 
tate, but of the higheft and pureft kind that 
humanity can reach, which, when exerci&d 
in fuch trials as the various revolutions of 
things ihaM bring upon it, may, by conquering 
ibme catamites, and endurixg others, toachvs 
what we may hope, and what we can perform. 
Vice, for vice is necefiary to be fhcwn, ihould 
always difguft ; nor ihould the graces of 
gaiety, or the dignity of courage, be io united 

C6 with 
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vvtith it, as to reconcile it to the mind. Where- 
eT«r it appears, it flxould raife hatred by the 
nftlignity of its practices, and contempt by 
th« meannefs of it? ftratagems ; for while it is 
fiipported by either parts or fpirit, it will be 
fdidora heartily abhorred. The Roman tyrant 
was content to be hated, if he was but feared ; 
and there are thouiands o£ the readers of ro- 
mances willing to be thought wicked, if they 
ittay be allowed to be wits. It is there&re to 
bl^fleadily inculcated, that virtue is die high* 
cA pi'QQf of afuperior underftanding, and the 
only folid bafis of greatnefsi and that vice is the 
natural confequence of narrow tlioughts, that 
it begins in miftakp, and ends in ignominy. 

A A A A. jfc. >■ -♦- ■♦- A A -♦-A A A -♦- -^ A ■♦- A A A A A A .♦ .♦. >. .♦ * A A ■», * 

. . I • . I. . * / . 
:NUMB. 5. jTUESDAY, JprU 3, I750. 

Et nunc omnis ager^ nunc omnis parturit arhosj 
^imcfrondent Jihay nunc fn^ojiffinms annus* 

i "* " •" ' ViRG. 

• r 

.J. ;*<»-. jJ • »•» 
e* • 

E;V£RYinafri&iufficifintly liifcontente^l 
'.with fome.ctncumftances of bisprefent 
flate, tofuffer his imagination to range more 
orleis in queft of future happinefs, and to fix 

^ofmbkM poin;t of time, in wiuch be it^ly by 

the 



t . '* 



N^ 5- The R A M B L E R. 37 

the removal of the inconvenience which now 
perplexes him, or the acquiiltion of advantage 
which he at prefent wants, find the conditioa 
of his life very much ipiproved* 

Whbn this time, which h too often ex^ 
peAed with great impatience, at lafl arrives^ 
it generally comes without the bkiSng for 
which it was defired^ but we folace ourfelveg 
with iome new profyeStf and preis forward a- 
gain with equal eagerneis. 

It is fome advantage to a man, in whom 
this temper prevails in any great degree, when 
he turns his hopei upon things wholly out of 
his owi| powers (i$ic^ he forbears then to preci* 
pitate:bi^ nSuf^ f^, Ihe il^« of the great event 
that i^ to co^ipkCe bis frUciiy, ^ yf^ks ^ fof 
the Wilful hoiir# wittiDUt neglle^g fuch 
pn^kfuf^: a3 are ncMtbry to be taken in the 

9mi' whpi wivlsod, Ms irmminf h^piofit 

yfit!^ left .^rtfto bimf^^thflAk (iichcbimerijc?} 
sirilbes Qommonly produce^ ^4 acyuiUd bi^ 
ibheme w4th fuch addre&y th^tjiisfaqpe^ wm 

in fyU UMnlbr/^eipitii. pf ^jWi^.^Jw 

. ', the 
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the other part never whdly Wafted. Many, 
perhaps, would be defirous of learning by 
what means he procured to himfelf fuch a 
cheap and lafting iatisfa£lion. It was gained 
only by a conftant praftice of referring the re- 
moval of all his uneafinefs to the coming of 
the next fpring. If his afiairs were diforder-' 
cd, he could regulate them in the fpring j if 
a regimen was jMrefcribed him, the fpring was 
the proper time of perfuing it; if what he 
wanted was at a high price, it would fall its 
value in the fpring. 

The fpring, indeed, did often come with- 
out any of thefe effeds, but he was always 
Certain diat the next would be more propitious j 
and was never convinced fbttt the present fpring 
would fail '- him until the aaiddle et fummer $ 
for he always talked of the fpring as coming 
'till it was paft, and when it was once paft, 
every one agreed with him that it was coming. 

By long cbnverfe mdi tli» oian, I am, per- 
haps» in ibme degree brou^ttofeel the fame 
immoderate pleafure in the contemplation of 
this del^tfti} feaibn; but I have the fatif- 
faction of lindii^ many, whom it can be no 
flume to iilanUeyinliiAed wiib Ibe fame en- 

Aufiaiini 
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thuflafin; for there is, I believe, fcarce any 
poet of eminence, who has not left fome 
teftimony of his fondnefs for the flowersy the 
zephyrs, and the warblers of the fpring. Nor 
has the moft luxuriant imagination b^n able' 
to defcribe the ferenity and happinefe of the 
golden age, otherwife than by giving a per* 
petual fpring, as the higheft reward of uflk' 
corrupted innocence. 

Thbrsis, indeed, fomediinginexpreffibiy 
pleaiing, in the annual renovation of the world, 
and the new difplay of the treafures of nature. 
The cold and darknefs of winter, with the 
naked deformity of every objedl on which we 
turn our eyes, makes us neceilarily rejoice at 
the fucceeding (eafon, as wiell for what we 
have efcaped, as for what we may enjoy ; zxA 
every budding flower, which a warm fituadon 
brings early to our view, is confidered by us 
as a mefleiiger to inform us of the approach 
of more joyous days. 

Trb Sfeikg affords to a mind, fo free 
from the difturbance of cares or paffions as to 
be vacant to calm amufements, almoft every 
thing that our prefent ftate make? us capable 
cf enjoying. The tariegaled verdure iX the 
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fields and woods, the fucceffion of grateful 
odours, the voice of pleafurc pouring out it&^ 
^otes on every fide, with the obfervation o^ 
the gladnefe apparently conceived by every. 
^fi\m^\% from the growth of his food, and the- 
Qlpai«ncy of th? weather, throw over the 
whole earth an aiir of gaiety, which is very 
figni6<;antly expreffed by the finile of nature. 

There are men to wSom thefe fcen'es are 
^Ip to give no dcjight, and who hurry away 
f^ooX au thje Varieties of rural beauty, to lofe 
fiieir fipurs, and divert their thoughts by cards, 
gr. aflfemblies, a tavern dinner, or the prattle 
gf the day. 

' It may be laid down as a poiitioi) which 
will feldom deceive, that when a man cannot 
Dear his own company there is fomething 
wrong. He mull fly from himfelf, either be** 
caufb he feels a tedioufnefs in life from the 
eqiiipoife of an empty niind, wliich, having 
no tendency to one motion more than another 
]^ul4 a$ it is impelled by fome cxtqr«al :pawer, 
inuft always have recourfe to foreign c^jedts } 
or he muft be afraid of the intrufton of fome 
Unpleafmg ideas, and, perhaps, is always 
i^HlgUpg to efcaj^froa^ the remembrance of 
i!-..i ^ * "alo6. 
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alofs, the fear of a calamity, or fome. other 
thought of greater horror. 

Those, who are incapacitated to enjoy 
the pleafures of contemplation by tlieir griefs, 
may, very properly, apply to fuch divcrfions, 
provided they arc innocent, as lay ftrong hold 
on the attention ; and tliofe, whom fear of 
any future afflidlion chains down to mifcry> 
muft endeavour to obviate the dang;.r. 

Mv confiderations (hall, on this occafion, 
be turned on fuch as are burthenfonie to thcm- 
felves merely becaufe they want fubjcfts for 
rqfledion, and to wliom the volume of joaturc 
is thrown open without affording them plc^fure 
or inf}ru£tion, becaufe they never learocd to 
read die chvafltrs. 

A FwNCH author has advanced this fecm- 
iJig paradox, that very few inen bum how $9 
take a x<Qalk\ and, indeed, it is very true, 
that few men kQow how to take a walk with 
a profpevSt of any other pleafure, than the fame 
company would have idForded tliem in any 
other circumftances. 

Tii£RS arewimals that borrow their colour 

from 
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from the neighbouring body, and, confequently > 
vary their hue as they happen to change tlicir 
place. In like manner it ought to be the en- 
deavour of every man to derive his reflefiions 
from the obje£b about him s for it is to no 
purpofe that he alters his pofition, if his at- 
tention continues fixed to the fame point. The 
mind fhould be kept open to the accefs of 
every new idea, and fo far difengaged from 
the predominance of particular thoughts, as 
to be able to accommodate itfelf to emei^nt 
occafions, and remark every thing that offers 
itfelf to prefent examination. 

A Man that has formed this habit of tum« 
ing every new objed: to his entertainment^ 
finds in the produAions of nature an inex- 
haufiible ftock of materials upon which he 
can employ himfdf, without any temptations 
to envy or malevolence; &ults, perhaps^ 
feldom totally avoided by thofe> whole judg- 
ment is much exercifed upon the works of 
art. He has always a certain profpe£t of dif^ 
covering newreafons for adoring the fovereign 
author of the univerfe, and probable hopes of 
making fome difcovery of benefit to others^ 
or of profit toJiimfelf. There is no doubt 
but many vegetables and aninuds have qualities 

that 
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that might be of great uie, to die knowledge 
orwhich there is not required much fagacity 
of penetration, or fatigue of ftudy, but only 
frequent experiments, and dofe attention. 
What is faid by the chymifts of tficir dariing 
mercury, is, perhaps, true of every body 
dirough the whole creation, that, if a thou- 
&nd lives fhould be (pent upon it, all its pro* 
perties would not be found out. 

Mankind muft neceflarily be diveritfied 
by Various taftes, fmce life affords and requires 
fuch multiplicity of employments, and a nati- 
on of naturalifts is therefore neither to be ho« 
ped, or defired ; but it is furely not improper 
to pcnnt out a frefh amufement to thofe who 
lai^ifli in health, and repine in plenty, for 
want of £ome fource of -diVerfion diat may 1)e 
fefs eafily exhaufted, and to inform the multi- 
tudes of both fexes, who are burthened with 
every new day, that there are many ihows 
which diey have not feen. 

He that enlarges his curiofity after the 
works of nature, demonftrably multiplies the 
inlets tohappinefsi and, therefore, the younger 
port •f my readers,* to whom I dedicate tiua 
vernal ipec4ibtion,, mvft excufe me for calling 

upon 
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upon thcaiy to make ufe at once of the fpring 
of the year, and the fpring pf life j to acquire, 
while their uiinds may he yet impr^Aed with 
Sijfw images^ a lov^ of innocei;it.pleafuires, and 
an ardour for ufeful knowledge ; and to tt-^ 
member, that a blighted .fpring makes a barren 
year, and that the vernal flowers, however 
t>eautiful and gay, are only intended by nature 
as preparatives to autumnal fruits, 

^1 A A A A drtti A Jl A it 4i>ti fe An*- * ■*- *■ * * > a. a a a a a ♦ £jr m 

•NuwB. 6- SATU«j>Ay, April 'j^ 1750. 

Strenua nos ex£rcet inertia ^ navihut at que . 
*''.*■■■'' ■ •'/ f 

J^^ri^h petimushem vruere : ^uod pe^li^ 
/hlce/ii , , , ■ 

HoR. 

rip^HAT man fliould never fuiFcr his hap- 
• Jjt^ piaefi'^o depend upon ejcternal circum- 
ftances, is one of the- chief precepts- of the 
Stoical philofophy ; a precept, indeed, which 
thatlofty feft has extended beyond the condi- 
tion of human life, and in* which fonie of 
tliem fecm to have comprifed an- iftter cxclu- 
fibn of aH corporeal pain end pltafiire,' fi<Mn 
tbe regard or jEittentionef a wife*«4n- \. "' * 
*- ■ Such 
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SvcH fapiefttia infanuns, as Horace calls tho 
dcxSlruie of another feft, &cb extravagance of 
philofophy, dan Want neither authority nor 
argument for its confutation ; the experience 
of every hour is fufficientto overthrow it, and 
the powers of nature rife up againft it. But 
we may very properly inquire, how near to 
this exalted ftate it is in our power to approach^ 
how far we can exempt ourfelves from out- 
ward influences, and fecurc to our minds a 
ftate of tranquillity : For, as the boafl of 
abfoiute independence is ridiculuos and Viiin, fo 
a mean flexibilty to every impulfe, and a 
patient fubmiffion to the tyranny of every 
cafual trouble, is- betdw the dignity of that 
mind, which, however depraved or weaken* 
ed, bodib its derivation from a celeftial origi- 
nal, and hopes for an union with infinite good* 
nefs, and unvariable felicity ; 

Ki viiiis pejor/ifovens^ 
Propr'tum deferat ortum. 

The neceffityof ereaingourfelwsto fome 
degree 4>f in*eile6hial dignityi and of profcrving 
omc rcfource of pfeafiire, which 'may not be 
wholly at the mercy of accident, is never more 
apptfmt Awf wheh* W' turn feiir ^e^ -upon 
: J.!; ^ thofe 
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thofe whom fortune has let loofe to their own 
condu£t ; who not being chained down by 
their condition to a regular and ftated allot- 
ment of their hours, are obliged to find them* 
felves bufinefi or diverfion, and having no- 
thing within that can either entertain or em- 
ploy them, are compelled to try all the arts of 
deftroying time. 

The numberlefs expedients praSifed by 
this clafe of mortals to alleviate the burthen of 
life, is not lefs fhameful, nor, perliaps, much 
lefs pitiable, than thofe to which a trader on the 
edge of bankruptcy is reduced. I have feen 
melancholy overfpread a whole family at the 
difappointment of a party for cards, and after 
the propofal of a thoujand different fchemes to 
fupply the lofs, and the difpatch of the footmen 
upon a hundred mefl^s, they have fubmit* 
ted, with a gloomy refignation, to the ineviu- 
blc misfortune of paffing one evening in con- 
verfation with each other : But on a fudden, 
fuch are the revolutions of the world, an un- 
cxpeSed vifitcr has brougfit them relief, ac- 
ceptable as provi&on to a ibrving city, and ena.. 
bled them tfi hold out t31 die next day. 

Th e lencna remedy 4»f tbofe^wh^ are uneafy 

without 
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without knowing the caufe, is a change of 
place ; they are always willing to imagine 
that their pain is the confequence of (bme 
local inconvenience, and endeavour to fly from 
it, as children from their ihadows ; always 
hoping for more fsitisfaftory delight from every 
new fcene of diverfion, and always returning 
home with difappointment and complaints. 

I CANNOT look upon tliis kind of infatuati- 
on, without refleSing on thofe that fufFcr under 
the dreadful fymptom of canine madnefs, term- 
ed by phyficians the hydrophobia, or dread of 
water. Thefe miferablc wretches, when they 
are unable to drink, though burning with 
thirft, are fometimes known to try various 
contortions, or inclinations of the body, flat* 
tering themfelves that they can fwallow in one 
pofture that liquor, which they find in another 
to repel their Ups. 

Yet fuch folly is not peculiar to tfie 
thoughdefs, or the ignorant, bdt fometimes 
feizes thofe minds, which feem moil exempted 
from it, by the variety of dieir attainments) 
the quicknefs of their penetration, ortbefe* 
verity of dieir judgment ; and, indeed, the 
pride of wit and knowledge is often mortifieil 
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- by. finding, that they can confer no fecurity 
againft the common errors, which miflead the 
Veakeftand meaneft of mankind. 

These reflexions arofe in my mind upon the 
remembrance of a paflage in Cowley's preface 
to his poems, where, however exalted by his 
genius, and enlarged by his'acquifitions, he 
informs us of a fcheme of happinefs to which 
the imagination of a girl, upon the lofs of her 
firft lover, would have fcarcely given way ; 
but which he feems to have indulged till he 
had totally forgotten its abfurdity, and would 
have, probably, put b execution, had he been 
hindered only by his reafon* 

* My defire, 'fayshe, ' has beenforfome years 

^ paft, though the execution has been acciden- 

' tally diverted, and does ftiU vehemently con- 

< tinue, to retire myfelfto fome of our Ame- 

/:rican plantation^ .not to foek for gold,- or 

. ' ciiricli%mjiieif with,the traffic of thofc parts, 

* which, ifi the end of moft men that travel 

* thither j but to forfake this world for ever, 
'with all. die vajiiues and vexations of it, 

,4- and.to, bury mylblf there: ia fonic obfcuxe 
^ * ]X^^pf^ b1^^ qoj; wyjthqu^ the courobtion cf 
J'j letters and philotophy.' 

Such 
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^ .^trcW Wiii tiie :^uittrfcal tnovif|biri»iiidi 
CoyrleyhzA'iSnzct^' in his own mind, ibftlie 
quiet o^ hi^ flejfniuhin'g; life, and* whicK he- 
feems to retomend to poftenty, nnce there is 
n6 othef reafon for his difdofing it. Siirdy no 
jboneer inflariCe'can be given of aperfiiafion 
that content vmir the* iiAabiduit of pahiciilar 
regions, and tha): a nnbi'ffiighfiet -fttl' with it 
£iir wind, and leave behind him all his caresy 
incumbrances, and calamities. ' 

• ■ 
If he traveled fo ftrwidi no other pnipofr 
1A^ to hiry hh^f infam oi/kn^^mtrtatyJat 
niighthavefotihcl, in-his own cotitftrjr^ . mnu- 
'merkble covert» fufficiendf-obicuit to have 
coiicoJed the gieiliut of Cowley (for, what- 
ever -nii^t be lii»bwn opinioii of the impor- 
ttiiiftjr fvrith iriridi he 'flioidd^be fiimmoned 
hiA iifto (MtbSe -H^i ft ttkotf thc^i^m^ infoM 
have convinced him, diat privation ia.mutik 
eafier than acquifition, and that it would re- 
'iqiitt^ 'telly <4itde policy <o free himfeif from 
4h^ 'intiiiiion of ^. world..- There .is pride 
ehoif^' ih tlmiHimsoi dutat t4. prevent much 
tieTir^ of- ad^(|aint^cehffkh;ar>mikii diy.? whom 
w^ ar^' iiire to4>e triJlDecty^itfene^edviipwevdr 

%is reputttti<m^(^ir4idfic% or viituei may excite 

D our 
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ourctiriofity or efteem ; (b that the lover of 

j^tH^vifi^tf ;; aad tWeJip whQm bfs*h^ ifipr- 
pierly i^eea knoica. wUI yery p^eQtl/ fupport 
jujB aUence, wbea tb^jr :bave tryed a little to 

fc¥l?/Wrt^Utfei%wl^.4u!^^ 
frrfttft ffxhilaiTBtt'or i^JaTf ■ 

It was, perh^» jfird^i^ by furovi^fj^ci^ 
to hii>der us from tyrannifing over one another 
tfaarroq mU«i4tl4:fl#iM ^ ^ ^ fmch. JP^^P^ * 

cbiAti J9 Ao>yiiddi . .Aflll ,CftM):4ey;iwd;.^5qpT 
irafea.toiittfe ipurppt^. iM!^ irw«kM?d, if] j^ 
•had Aot jrm|2M4ieA»^ ji<w ^li^« <o^4i4t.<fti^> 
-the igay bo rnpaiii t P » ^ ^efavouiefi.Joiver, 
vbea.:twc« :tl|^ «fe j^q^v^ irp^ ^(^rf: 



- *• '• I' „ 



Tn piivacy) tliercfa ' c^ of hn bcfi^iikge 
w^t Jiavebeeniifiscnoiiigh frfoi viol^tiqin, 
rdiotigh.iic faailxhofim it netthift^JiiBi^ of 
hU native iflaad ;. and he migbt (utve foui:^ 
ihcoe ^efervattves agpiinft -.^ vanifUs. and 
fKiHtfiW .of.die )iif0ri^iiQi|e|[S(Qiiqu:ijOus than 

thofe 



thtfe, ^MA die ^viMdiDf fidds of Auterici 
tcoddlsfibrd-lnm : bot'hmng once his mind 
inJbbtered whh <fi%ciR,i!e tonceivdl It 'aapof- 
liUe lo^e itr enoi^ Iran die cade of Int 

itmeafineTs ; he 'was pelting away 'with ill the 
expedition of a cowarrdtWhoiHror want t>f ven- 
turing to'lMk Miindtiim, ddnks tiie enemy 
perpetually at his heeb. 

WHEtr he wstsr interrupted bf company, or 
fatigued with bufineis, he to ftronglj imaged 
to hixnfdf the faappinefs of letiure andf-eo'eat^ 
.that lie determined to enjojr them for the fiature 
wiAcmt isiteruptsosi, andtoesRhide forever 
«U that codd deprive lum of his dading fatif- 
fat^ioRs. He forgot) in die vehemence of Ms 
lieflref diat {bUtudeand quiet owe dieir plea* 
furestediofemiienesy n^tich he was fe ftiidi* 
0U8 to obviate ; for fiidh are the vtccffibides df 
die world, throu^ ailitipMt% dntdi^aiid 
|[kight,laboUr and refl^ cotiverfe and rettremen^ 
endear eadbt other ; fuch are the changes dnt 
keep the miild in aftion 1 we deiire, we per^ 
foe, we obtain^ we are iatiated ; we dcfire 
{bmedmaig clft, and begin ia mw perfuit. 

■ ^ ; 

If he hai proceeded in hispnoje£^, and 
iixt his habitation in the moft delightful part 

Da ' qC 
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of the new vrorMi it may be much doubted* 
whether his diftance from the vanities of life 
would have enabled himto have kept away the 
V£xatiom. It is comipon for a man*, who 
feels pain, to £mcy that he could bear it better 
in any other part. Cowley having known the 
troubles and pojdexities of a particular condi- 
tion, very readily perfuaded himfelf that no- 
thing worfe was to be found, and that every 
deration would' bring fome improvement; 
)ie never fufpe^led that the caufe of his unhap- 
pinefs was in himfelf, that his own paffions 
were not fufficiendy regulated, and that he 
was harrailed by his own impatienc^ which, 
sis it could 'never he without fomething toawa* 
ken.it, would torment him in any other coun- 
try, accompany him. over the (ea, and find its 
my' to his American elj^um. He would, 
upoii the trp^, have been foon convinced, 
that the' fountain of content muft fpring up 
in: tfae::mind ; ^ and that he, who has fo little 
knowledge of human nature, as to feek hap- 
pinefs by xJianging any thing, but his own 
difpofitions, will wafte his life in fruitlefs 
efforts, andrmultiply the griefs which he pur- 
pofes to remove. 

! : .:. *-. ■ ' ■ Numb. 
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O qui perpitud mmdwnrOlMipAtmas^ ^* 
Tirrarum aeliqta fator / ■ 

Dhjicitirnna fiAulas i^ pmidtrumiKsj 
AtquetuofpUndonnttca f Tu namque-feremmi 
Tti requies tranqtdlla pits. Tr. ctrmrij finhi 
Principiumy vt^tr^ duxy faniUi^ Urmmtif 
idinu BoiTHiUK 

: ." . .■ . ♦! 

THE lore of Retir^Mikt has, in alt 
ages, adhered very dofely to thoft 
minds, which have been moft enbrg^d by 
knowledge, or elevated by geoioik. Thofe 
who have enjoyed every thing diatti geoendUjf^ 
fiippofed to confer happineft, have been fbrool 
to jGeek it in the (hades of privacy, - Thou^ 
diey have poilefled both power and riches, and 
been, therefore, furrounded by men, who 
confideeed it as their chief intereft to remove 
from them every thing that mig^t offend their 
eafe« ruffle their tranquillity, os interrupt their 
pleafure, they have foon felt the ianguon of 
iatiety, and found themfelves unable to purfua 
the race of life except with, frequent reipiratif- 
ons of intermediate folitude. ,^x 

D J TOr 
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To produce Us dHpafitkni nothing appears 
JK^iite but a Jfaick {atSbSTtfy 2nd adive 
imagination ^ for, without being devoted to 
fine pcd&MC^C Wtuc, oRthctfltid^ of (cience, 
a man, whofe focukieaenaUe him to make rea- 
dy coQ^farifimMAthe pcefient wrii the paft^wig 
4Bd^riudi:a.OQCiftaiit lecarrence of tke&ne 
^kiatjim, tha fiK>c troohks, the &me eiqpeda- 
|ioa%. a&d' tbe^kiQedi&ppoiBtments, that4i6 
«ilL^a£)DfiuUchan hour of retreat, tokt hi& 
Jtfioughts expatiate at large, and feek for that 
WKmtyin hts^omtideaft which the dl^e^of 
fenft^caonotaflSEMrd htm^ 

- * • • * • 

s. • . . . ■ • " t 

# 

. NToii wUigni^iti^r ^ abtrndancc, centric 
\lfitKi » i,iwiiH|ii hinirfrcga tha>imppitttAitie»^o# 
Airdefieev fince, if he is. bom tatthink, he: 
tanaot reftcaiakiiarclf Scoukz thaviuid mcy^'^ 
wm. and .^ccuialbns,, vrfabctb lie niuft perJbcL b^ 
kit owiBinfoiH. aod^wbich tba^t^adour ofhisi 
eood itto a ca» ooljr hinder ;. for dbofe ;vidu>.ane> 
meA exidted aboae depeodano^ orcootixHilv 
ace ]f 0t condemned to pay {o. large a ^^t&: 
of their ^uae ^^oa&omj cemBony» amlpopur; 
krityitittet^aocordiAg to thef^iri prov^b, no^ 
nmi^illth(^b«iiA» is moi^ a^ibve thsm the' 

- ' -' «■ When 
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WHEiYakiRg; afted Eodid the Aatlie- 
matician, iKrliether tft- could not enpiisrin hid 
art to him lA a more cotnperidkm mannei^ 
t>e was afifV^cYcd; th^t'thcfitt^war ii6 licrpi'wa^ 
to geonietry. Other ttiitiff' nsxf bHbi^^ 
might, drpufChufedtt^ich money, tefixiDW^ 
kdgc is to be gained only by ftudy^ Vki^ttQiif 
to be proiecuted only in retirement* 

TifESE are ibine of tHc motives ^htch 
have hiid'ik>weM6 fe^ueftir Icirrg^afld heroes 
from the crouds thftt foothcfdf tfabii widi fLtt- 
teries, or InTpirited them with acdamairons ; 
but their efficacy feems confined to fuperiot' 
ahilitfei, and to operate litde upon* the com- 
jnoh claifTes'of mankind, fcs'wfidfe conceptions 
dlie prefehf'afleifnblBge; of thln^' rs' adeqaate; 
aitd >**i6' ftMomf range beyond' rff<jfe enter- 
^^bift'ents and vexations, TVhich foiicit their 
atlentioa by prefEng on their fenfes. 

But there is an univerfal reafcin for fomi 
fiated intervak of folitude^ which the inftitu* 
tionff of the church caU upon me; now e(pe- 
dally, to mentioa^ a realbn, vidiich estem^ 
as wide asjnotaT duty» ^r iHe hopes of divine 
£ivour in a fhturc llatK'; tsn& wUcH ' w^ to 

D4 
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V 

influence all ranks of life, and all degrees of 
ipttlif^', fincexipsiejcaii in^gine themfdves 
|iot comprehended in its obligation, but fucb 
IB detennine to.fet their maker at -defiance by 
fb^in^ yickeffnjqfejt.or .whofe enthufiaftic^ 
|ec}irity^of 4 hJis.approhatipp jpl^ces. them aboy^ 
cxtg^ia^jpfdinanc^ »nd all humap means cST 
improvepient. - 

• '' ■ . . ■ * 

The great tafk of the man, who coYidu£ls 

hiis.<life ^by the precepts of religu^nj. i$, to 

make the fitture pctdpnunant 9ver dif prefent^ 

to imprels upon hb mind Cq ftrong^a jCbnfe of 

tf]ue importance of obedience to the divine wilL 

of the value of the reward promifcd to virtue^ 

fuxd i(hQ terrors. oC the punifhment denouacica 

a^ainft.crimes,^ as may overbear-^Il, the teinp^ 

tations which, tempcyral hop$ pr fear can^brir^ 

in his way^ and enable him to bid- ^uaf .de« 

fiance to joy and forrow, to turn away at one 

time from the allurements of ambitipn, and 

pufli forward at another^ againll'the threats 



^.:.f ., 



.It. is .fiot wit^omttreaion tliat ^e. apoltte 
reprefents .ou|: pafl^e ^through this ^age of 
our exiftence by^iqi^ges dj^wofrom tllie ^^ms 



V. 



• • - 

T(| ti)ii^iPin|ror» {bus ead;. cflikUi&ed^ aadia^ : 

Ihmtiiiit Itai.JM%ciQft^9tad.bi«; s^B^t^ }^ 
iodulgenocy or fuffered them hy an unrefiiStU]^ 
Aeutnlity to enlarge their dominion^ and muU 
tnlir- ihfiifrdttiftiiidiiii 

• . ■ c * • • • • • 

Fwutlm HfiteAuvfl dUsoffiAfic.llie^iai>r 
iunl Afiidlks jGif t£«^iaAiieiiecirwhiicb;thcgr nuifb 

Il«ltflYll|! :gpm .1^ tiik: p»e0CQIKI9(iQllr oC tbc» 

ttfet; whu3b»i:h«ivev«^.entbu{tfffic^ .iaaj( 
kHHlh^fi»idBftlih(^ bowever c^ntemg^oufl]!^ 
44Nldp4uW^ fil<tilllUjiilMi;fdit iafome degree, 
^ugh varied 94dlQ^f»4». by different tegiir 
fers of mindy and innumerable circumilances. 

r 

..•,...-.-•-'. . ; 

. . IFllMMiiefj^rptiM jm^aijp of confu)tiji( 
lir toivil ^KuilttiV: isuouf : pnyvufittr fosibe 
jjdiiwfcBiii aiifo^j^ of fwithfiMidf 

iiiigtl^pdiipdU^ c3HB^ia»caAa*"F^f tint 



ought to be of no weight;; lor die motions of 
Sadc aie inftantaneouv its obje^. fiiike un* 
fpu^U^ ixpe are accuftomed to* foUbw it» di^, 
leduMiSr «i4r>'hpjefoge ofoei|k fubout to^ tho; 
frnfron /*^ withnnit ex2iiiMiiiiflCi.th&auditti2tv c^ 



Tiujs k appem tipDa a. pbilofop&iciir efi»». 
mate^ that,, fuppofing the. . mindy atanj cer-*. 
takv time,, isr. aa fqiiianifc between the* 
fkafuras'of .this Ufe^ and^thie luycs of fiituri*. 
tji.ps^lfy^tobjoEU ;fairing^xznn(froqftend): into> 
the &ai» would in* timy ■ pageyndCTatry audi 
that our regard fbir an invifiblc fiate would^ 
grow every moment weaker, till at laft it 
waulilofealLiti.a&vkf, andi^ btOMne afafo- 
)utel^ ^itfa#ut(effa&. . . 

» , . . . :. . . •....• 

To preKcaubif drgadfifiTmyrpt^ nthe balaoo 
ia^^putioto^ouj; ownjhaxukyaod.we have-powec 
to tsaosfer the.weig{ht to eidier fide* The 
motivea to^ a life ofi holiceikaire infinite^xiot 
le& tbaa tbei^vour or aagpr of .oqunipnteppey 
oat lels tbaa etecnk^ pf -bjippineis-ci^' /^^^^}^ 
Sutthcfiicaq only, infiacnce ouf conduA a9> 
they 'gain oiic attention,! which the bufineisy qr 
diverfions,: o£ the world are alwap calling^o^ 

by xiQntxarsr -afitn^on^v ...... 
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Ths great art therefore of ptcty,-^ and tlic 
Old for which all^e rttes of religion feem to ' 
be inftituted, IS Aepero^trud ireifioTadon of 
the iMAviihivutaci'1^ 
ment of our mind in the contemplation of it^ 
excellence^ its importance, and its neceffitV) 
^ich, in i^ oportionr iais thej are more fre- 
quently and morcf * ^i^lingly levolved, gain » 
Aore YordiMe and tiMnaneht influence, 'till- in- 
time* thef become the reigning ideas, the ftand^ 
ihg-priiicq>ier t^f affidii; and the'tift%jrVhicb' 
every ASng profiofidto the judgmeiit is rcjeSed' 
crapproved. * 



•^To '-fecilitate tWs change of our affifAionr, 
it is neceflary that we weaken the temptatioinh 

of the world, by retiring at certain feafons. 

*■• •-.. ... .^ 

^ftiom it i ibir Its' ih8u<fnee arifing only from its 
pretence, is nmcb lefiened*in4)eft it becomes 
fte^bjef^ of folitary meditation. A conftaift 
refidexice aihidft noife and ph^fufe "inevitably 
obliterates rtib impf^effiohi of 'piety^ and~^ fre* 
^ueAf >lJ(fa^ion • biF duifdves i!nto a ftat^ 
Wber6 this life, like the next, operates only 
upon the reafon, will Tdnftate relfgion in its 
tUlWuth6rity, even withbut diofb irradiation^ 
froip above, the boge'of wfaich'I have yet fio 
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no intention tomdidiawfiromtefinoeic stad 
the diligent. : 



. • . • ■ i. 



' This it>dni'CQnqpicft.of .the wodd 4nd..ief 
oufidvesy which has keen aliMjrf . Cftfifideied 
as die perfedion of human netuie^ end this is 
only to be obtained by fervent prayer, fteady 
rtfblutiohs, and frequent retiiementfrom foUy 
and vanity^ jGcom the cares of avarice, and the 
pp of intemperance, from the lulling founds 
of deceitful flattery, and the tmyMig fight 
of pvD^icrous wickednefi* . ... 

•■ » • 

A A A AAA AAAAAAAAAAAA A AAA A A • A • A A A A A A 

Numb. 8. Saturday, j^iV 14, .1 7 <d. ' ' 

ifMm fidn^ intra fitaatumfUictgitmtuUunn 
• Fa^i crimm btAiP. Jvv* 



IFdiemoftaAifeandinduftrious of jiutt^ 
^Hmi ivaaable, atthedofeoflife, toredol- 
leift diftinAly his paft moments, and diftributf 
them, in a regular account, according taUld 
manner in which they have been fpent, it is 
Ibircdy to be tmagmed how few would be 
marked out to Ae mindj by any permanent 
^r viiible efieA^ 'how (jnaU*a proportion his 

real 
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lidcs of aAtoHy. bow many chafip»item>uUi 
find of pecfe^ vacui^r, and how many intep- 



- • • • 



Mt enfy^Att^gMir^i^ote^dl mattteaflrdiialjK 
ftiiMredEidMugH'^vmiimfc; 1^ Bardvffi 
KKdfe^^Mflii^l^rtttiy ttar^ if alft maumimcm 
comprefied to perfdBBtfidUatyv' .k.iB{|kiiq 60 
contained in a cube of a few feet. In like 
huMKi^ iriitf'tlteempkf^nkiht^ 
cix) w^ed into .th& time which k^e^ll^ occupi- 
ed, |^ha)[»a^fi^ weekv days^ or Kburs^ 
would bttfiAfoiem (ba:t- fl»flqWPpl»ft»nWtij,. fo 

mance. For fucli is tht'.ii)eqt|^uy'.of'\>ur 
corporeal to our intelleSuaL faculties^ that we 

1^ Jiab »i» r Hrf^ tb (|i .h j WM Jii , &«d fop^f^kM^ 

FoJu thif leafettii tfht antif ptf^neyali^oftca 
^und tbemfelvftaf Itiibce Jjfupesfue tike Audy 
mfi nhik^firrhikin'*^'^'^^***'^*' aaddLucan^-iviih 
, ^ . hifto-* 
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M4. lim-§k-mm- anmhmitmi cirtrftiri oh*. 

. W "f F* Ji ... 



*i*i««i* 



That- t]|»Tiiiid.glmy9iiBMt%Jm;tOQitliift 
powersi with greater or lefi fefoe^ is ver|r ' 
DantMfpj. limigllrlhetcom^ioiii.eMlifi^ 
oHrflttfiBtOMiilitiaD Mdiiifie^ buifrAiCaMdlAafift 
cC ilttife. kicefittb togrtttipa; aMt.bjrtteaAn 

flfllifNi flf tbcr!iiocU» .WerSMi. uMnoiliiUf^tBMN 
4imQcili.tot.ftcvfire^lMMriiia6a«^ tbivti m 
thronjh aiLoitfiiiimrim atejthii^iflgilnc^ 

• 

Lest fo reftMs a power flioiildr be either 

f aia (jpieculatMHi t^^^oftdti'boip-w^i fliof ;g^ 
vesntour tiuMi^^^ls^ niiniHithem 6o» inngikr 
Iir motioiuu tw niiittfT fhti 6010^ htnindlifii 

OUffistfUDAir • 
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theltnawledi^ of ibioice^ 4)f iK^M ftq^ it i» 
to'be led forwards tn-tts perfait, how k is tbhcr 
dated o(' it^^McS^' andlulbkuiRed'tt^new; 
flndies^ hsa fceen ^ inquiry of'<nial^ acute 
and learned meny whofe obfervations I {hali- 
not, on tUsoccaIioii|Cidieradb|itorcenfiire; 
my purpofe being to ccmfider the moral dif- 
cipline of the mind, and to promote the in* 
iMafeofyirtiiehfthtr'lhan <^leariiihg. ' 

••*« •' •***■ *' * • • »*• 

^jThis inqHiiy ftems^to^ have bec^ neglededi 
fbr want <^ itaiendie(iiig diat all o&ioUr has ipi 
origin^ in thevnind,^ andtfaat thffefbre to fuffec 
ttie ifaou^tB^tfi be vitiated^ is to poifon the^ 
ibantaimof moralitf :' Irr^tilar'defiics/wiUc 
froduc^'Iioeitti^iw-ptaAic^ ; what men allows 
fth^aiCdftf^'W m§k they. wiH foon belieiP^ 
and willh^^t laft ifidtod to crxecute what they 
pleafe themfelves with contriving. 

s iFbn tMs raifoii> ^h Mfuifts'of die R^flf 
diul<cb, wiio^gath V ty ^nfeffioa? great bppop^ 
tiinities^bf kriowiri|f 4iUman i«itiite» hav^: I 
thiid^^' generally -deteftSUlied that what it h a 
irimetedo^ k isacrkne to-thinlu Since 1^ 
revolving with pleafure, the facility^* jiifety^ 
advants^ of a wicked deed, a man foon be. 

gi^fe> to » # l i i»a<y Stifav^ tiki ia<M>e> 

*■* tcfta- 
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ieftation . foften ; the happinefs of fuccc(s is 
glittering before hitn^ withdraws his attention 
from the atrociouiheis of the guilt, and a£bace 
at laft confidently perpetrated^ of which the 
firft conception only crept into the mind, dif- 
guifed in pleadng complications, and permit- 
ted rather than invited. 

No man ha^ever been drawn to crimes, by 
love or jealoufy, envy or hatred^ but he can 
tell howeaiUy he might at firft have repelled the 
ten^tation, how readily his mind would have 
obeyed a call to any other obje£l, and how 
weak his paffion has been after fome cafual a^ 
vocation, 'till he has recalled it again to hia 
heart, and revived the viper by too warm a 
fondnefi. 

■ -• • •• •« >.• 

Such, therefore, is the importistnce of keepr 
ing our reafon a conftant guard over our ima- 
gination^i that we have otherwife no fecurity 
for our own virtue^but may corrupt our hearts 
in^the moft rcoufe foUtude^ with more perni* 
cbusiand tyraahical appetites and wifhes, than 
the. coqimerce of the world will generally 
produce ; for we are eafily fhocked by crimes 
which appear at once in their full magnitude, 
i^utthe gradual, growth of our own wickednefs^ 
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Cndcarcrf by mtercft> and palliated by all "tlie 
artifices of fclF-dcceit, gives us time to form 
diiKntSlions in our own favour, and reafoh hy 
decrees fubmits to .abfurdity, as the eye is acr 
^•mmodatcd to darkttcfs. 

In this difeafe of the foul, it is oF'tKc iit?-^ 
moft importance to apply remedies at the be- 
ginning i and, therefore, I fliall endeavour to 
ffiew what t^ugfit^ arc to tferejeft'ed or im- 
proved, s»tbcy regard thepaff, prefe'nt,,or fu^ 
ture ;. in hopes that ibme may be awakened to 
caution ami vi^hiDce, wht>, perhaps, indulge 
tbemleives in daogprous dreams,' (b much tfie 
more (Cuigieroys, bccaule being yef qnly dreamt 
fKey are'condfttded mnoceiit * 



. 4 



Tkx recoUediion of thepaft is.only ui^ful 
by way of provifion for th6 future^ ah J tKererj* 
fore, in reviewing aU the. occurrences that'^ 
under a religious coiifidieration, ft h proper 
that a man ftpp at the firft thoughts^ to remark 
how be was led thither, and ixHFiy he continues 
the reflection. IF h6 is dwellifig with de* 
light upon, a ftratag^m of fucceisful 'fraud, a. 
night of licentious riot, or an intrigue cf 
guilty pleafure, let him iiimmon off his imagi- 
natTonasfronianuiUawful'perfui^ escpelthdie 

paflagQS 
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paSagas* from- bts rtBietnbrance, of . inrhkrh-, 
tbough he eahAot fertoufly approve them, the 
phiaiUfe overpowers the guHt, and refet^ Aem 
to n &tiirc hour^when th^ rhaty be conftdered 
irith greater ftitty.' Sck^ an hoar will cer^ 
taivAf come ^ for the imprcffibns of paft pka*> 
fare are alwa}rs lellfcmng, hut^ fenfoof ^k> 
which refpcds futucitjr, coutinocs the fione. ' 

'Th£ fcriotis and impamal retrofycftof our 
condiiA kindiiputafaty neceiiary to the confif'* 
ination.orrecover7 of Yutue^andis, dierefdrey 
JlQCommeodcd under the nainoofictf-cxamiiia- 
tioOf faf divinBy.ai'tbo firftiA.pKevioiuia 
D y rnlanrr .i It i% iodoed^of' fb:§iati uSf^ dM 
wiri»»it hLwefhnddalar^yBfafto^p^ 
iiedwced ion ever byr dio fainB:ailureiiieiils» . asui 
tpiAti bf' thr faiM: faUkiefu Biit:>in ordey 
that we may not k£::thoadva«tage.of oor or 
feriencc, we. muft endeavour tO'&cevieKj' thing 
in itsLproper forxziii aod jeicitft iaomfelvea tllofe 
feativiento which th&g^eat author of naftire 
has decreed the concomitants or followers of 
gQDdioehada£Uona« ^ 

Tin 9a^Sn» • /tii ^f|» » ri fAoi tm av* trtkS^ I 
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Let notjkep^ fays PythsLgonSy/all upon thy eye$ 
till thou haji thrki reviewed the tranfaSfi&m $f 
tbe.pafi day. Where have I turned aftde from 
reHitudi? Whai have I been dmng? What 
have I left undone^ which Iwght to havedone f 
ffegin thus from the fir ft a£l^ and proceed} and in 
conclu/ien^ at the HI which thni hajl done h 
troubledy and rejoice for the good. 

Our thoughts on prefent things bemg de- 
termined by. the olje^s before m^ fall not un* 
4er ttiofe indulgences^ or excuriions, which I 
am now confidering. But I cannot forbear^' 
under .this heady to caution pious and tender 
nand^that«redifturbed. by 4ie irruptions of* 
wtdnxl imagiiations, againfttoo great dgeo- 
tion, ^d too alnxious alarms ; for tbou^t» 
are: only crinunal, when they are firft cboien». 
and dien volimtarily continued* 

'£vil into the mind of god or man 
May come anigo^ fo unappronfdy and leave 
■ No fpot or ftainlehind. MiLTQHr 

In futurity chiefly are the fnares lodged, by 
which the imagination is intan^ed. Futurity 
is the proper abode of hope and fear, with all 
their train and progeny ^ of fubordinate appre- 
henfiopfi and defires* In futurity events and 
«^\ ** chancer 



N^'g. The RAMBLER. 69 

(chances are yet floating at largCy without appa* 
rent connexion with ll^ir caufes, and we 
dKrefore cafily inddge the h1>eit7 of ghitifying 
•uriidres widi *4i yleafing choice. To (uck 
and cull among poffible advantages is^ as the 
civil law tenns it, in ffocuvm vnurt^ to take 
what belongs to nobody $ but it has this ha- 
zard in kj that we (hall be unwilh'ng to-qutt 
what we have feized, though an owner fhould' 
be found. It is eafy to think on that Which 
may be gained, till atlaft werefolve to gain it^ 
and to imagine the happinefs of particular con- 
ditions till we can be eafy in noother.We ought,' 
at leaft, to let our defires fix upon nothing in 
another's power for the fake of ourl^uiet, or in 
another's pofieffion for the lake of our inno- 
cence. When a man finds himfelf led, though 
by a train of honeft fentiitaents, to a wiibfor 
that to which he has no right, he fhould ilart 
back arS from a pitfal covered with flowers. 
He that . ^cies he. ibouki benefit the publick 
more in a great:ftad.on than the man that fiUt 
it, will in time imagine it an a& of virtue to 
fupplantbim ; and,, asoppofition readily kin-« 
dies into hatred, his eagerneis to do that good, 
to which he is not called, will betray him to 
crimes, which in his original fcheme were 
never purpofed. ^ 

He 



yo The RyVlMCBi'LE R* N^j. 

hy 4fai 4amv«f 'ifunuc^^ ^f/biiA 9t^i^ Jim 
thoi^hCf bj ^bo(^ of ^eafonc; lib;;fnid% Imp 
guilt from K^ reqeflb of hb jiearl;» imd tfem^ar 
bcr tfiac tbe pl^a&upes of faoc^^ md the cawr^ 
tioasof dofirc. aft imoredaager0it»astiiiey«t 
norc kid^nt iukoe Ihey e&itpe the awerof ^b- 
]^rvaiip9f and operate equally in everjiituati' 
ORf n^^Koiit ^-die concurrence of external iop* 
partufutics. . ■ 

« I ' • 

^ NjUMju.g. TtJ^SDAY, ^i/ 17, »750. 
' ^^mHj^silJivetisj mbtlju'emaSsr Mart. 

IT is juOif ffemaiJDO<t%^Horacey that, how* 
foever every Aaaiir may com{dain ocoai»o- 
naily of tbe hsuxKhips ^f his oondiiion, he is 
fisldom '^ilKftg tochangetitfor anyother on 
the i&me level t ^4i(u^ Aether it be that :be» 
who ieltows an empioyment, made choice of 
it at iirft on flcooant of its fuitablenefs to his 
iodisiation^ or Chat when accident, or the<le- 
teriniaation vjf others^ have placed him in a 
particular flation, he, by endeavouring to re* 
conciic bimfclf to it, gets the cufiom of view* 

ing 
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iHg it oiiljon tjti^ faireftfide ; or wfaethcreve- 
iy rmm-thtdks that .cUfs tp which be belongs 
the moft iDuftrious, mtrHy becadc he has 
honoured it with his name ; it is certain, that» 
whatever b^ the reafon, * moft men have a very 
ftro^g.siiMl adive-prgudipe in favour of their 
i^y^jx yocatioot always working uppn their 

'fok^j :)uid influencing their behaviour* 

• ■ .'.■.. .. , 

This partiality is Tufficiently vifible In eve* 
ry rank of the liuman fpecies ; but it exerts 
itfelf more frequently and with gceater foKq 
i^UQong thofe who have never learned to con- 
jCf^l their fentiments for reafons of policy, or 
jO-Aiodel their expreffions by thelaws^f po- 
jitenefs 3 and thenfore the-cbief contefb of wit 
jm^ongartincers and handicraftfmcn aiife from 
jSL ndutual endeavour to exalt one trade by de- 
oxeciatin^ another. 

From the £ime principle are derived many 
^Xifp}4|Uo<is to alleviate the inconveniences to 
"Vi^ch every ca&ing is peculiarly expofed. A 
blackfmith was lately pleafing himfelf at his 
90vil« with obferving that, though his trade 
was hot aiid footy, laborioi^s and unhealthy, 
yet he had the honour of living by his ham- 
iner, he got bis b'rc^ like a man^ and it His ion 
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• ■ f 

fliould rife in the' world, and kctp. his coaidtf, 
^o body could redfoach lilm.'tjiat Kiif^ihSf 
was a taylor. . ^ 

A Man, truly zcaloiis for his ffatrfhltjr, is 
never fo irrefiftiMy fl^^^c^j* ^' whirf^blne 
rival calling i^ incntioned ' wdi j 
Upon this prihcipre a Iinen-dfapcr*boaKca ulkt 
he had gqt a new cuftoaier, whom he (;ojLild 
faTely truft, for he could'havc rio.dbuBt 6V his 
honefty," fince it was known, from iihqueffi- 
onable authority, that he was now filing a'bill 
in chancery to delay payment for th^ tloathi 
which he had worn the laftfevch years;' '^httht 
himfelf had heard him declare, in a'putfliML 
cofFee-houfei that , he lookeSf upon *the wMllfe 
generation of wobllen-drapeirs t'61)e fuch despi- 
cable wretches, that no jgentlemari ought tb 
pay them till the demand was doubled by law 
charges, . 

IxT)as "^een obferved thaV, jpliyfidani" aii& 
lawyers are no friends to relFgion i aiid many 
conjedures Tiave been formed to ({ifcoVer the 
rcafon of fuch a combination betweeri men 
who agree In noit>iiig elfe, aiid >ho /eeip'lefs 
to be alFefted, in tlieir own provinces, by re- 
ligious' opinions, than arty other 'pari of ttfc 

community. 
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commufiity. The truth is, very few of them 
have thought about religion; but thejr have 
sJl leen a parfon, feen him in a habit different 
from their own, and therefore dedared war 
againft him. A young ftudent from the inns 
of court, who has -often attacked the curat^ 
ot His father's parifh with fuch arguments as 
his acquaintances could furniih, and returned 
to town without fuccefs, is now gone down 
witharefolution to deffa-Qy him; for he has 
learned at laft how to manage a prig, and if 
he pretends to hold him again to fyllogifm, he 
has a catch in referve, which neither logic nor 
mctaphjrfics can rcfift* 

/ laugh to think haw your unjhakm Cato 
jyill look aghaji^ whin unforefeen dtjlruition 
Pours in upon him thus. 

The malignity of folJiers and Tailors againft 
each other has been often experienced at the coft 
of their country ; and, perhaps, no orders of men 
have an enmity of more acrimony, or longer 
continuance. When, upon our late fuccefles 
at fea, fome new regulations were concerted 
for eftabliihing the rank of the naval com- 
manders, a captain of foot very acutely re- 
marked, that nothing was more abfurd than 
to give any honorary rewards to feamen, " far 

E *' honour, 
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*« honour, fays he, ought only to be won by 
^ ^hk^^y and all the wdrld knows that there 
« isiiod^ger, and therefore ho evidence of 
** • courage in a fight at fea." 

But as this general defire of aggrandizing 
thcmfelves by raifing their profeffion, betrays 
men to a thoufand ridiculous and mifchievous 
a£is of fupplantation and detraftibn, fo, as 
aljfnoft all paftoils have their good as vrell as 
badefFefls, itlikewife excites ingenuity, and 
fomerimes raifes an honeft and ufeful emulation 
of diligence. It may be obferved in general 
that no trade had ever reached the excellence 
to which it is now improved, had its profeflbrs 
looked upon it with the eyes of indifferent 
fpedators ; the advances, from the firft rude 
c flays, muft have been made by men vv:ho 
valued themfelves for performances, for which 
fcarcc any <5tlier would be perfuaded to eftecm 
them. 

It is plcafuig to contemplate a manufa£hire 
rifuig gradually from its firft mean ftate by 
the fucceffive labours of innumerable minds j 
to confidcr the firft hollow trunk of an oak, 
in which, perhaps, the fhepherd could fcarce 
venture to crofs a brook fwelled with a 

fhower. 
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Jhower, Enlarged at laft into a (hip of war, 
attacking fortrcffcs^ terrifying nations, fettlng 
Aorms and billows at defiance, and vifiting 
the rcmotcft parts of the ^oSe. And it might 
Contribute tj5 difpofe us to a kinder regard for 
die labours of one another, if wc were to 
fcottlider from what unpromifing beginnings 
the moft ufeful produSions of art have pro- 
bably arifen. Who, when he faw the firlt 
fand or aflies, by a cafual intcnfcnefs of heat 
melted ihto a metalline form, rugged with ex- 
crefccnccs, and clouded with impurities, would 
have imagined, that in this ftiapclcfs lump lay 
concealed fo many convcniencies of lifo, as 
would in time conftitute a great part of the 
happinels of the -world? Yet by fomc fuch 
flbrtuitous liqucfaftion was mankind taught to 
procure a body at once in a high decree iblid 
and tr;tnfparcnt, which might admit the light 
of die fun, nd exclude the violence of the 
wind ; which might extend the fig!it of the 
philofopher to new ranges of exigence, and 
charm lUm at one time with the unbounded 
extent of the material creation, and at another 
with the endlefs fubonlination of animal life ( 
and, what is yet of more importance, might 
fvipply the decays of nature, and fuccour old 
a^c widi fubfidiar)' fight. Thus was the firft 

li 2 artlRcc^ 



76 Tke:RAMB*L^EiL N« 9* 

artificer in glais employed, though without 
his own knowledge or expe^tion. He was 
£icilitating and prolonging the enjoyment of 
light, enlarging the avenues of fcience, and 
conferring the higheft and moft lafting plea.- 
fures } he was enabling the ftudent to con* 
template nature, and the beauty to behold 
herfelf. 

This pailion for the honour of a profeifion, 
like that for the grandeur of our own country, 
is to be regulated not extinguifhed. Every 
man, from the higheft to the loweft ftation, 
ought to warm his heart and animate his en- 
deavours with the hopes of being ufeful to the 
wor}d, by advancing the art which it is his lot 
to exercifc; and for that end he muft neceflarily 
confidcr the whole extent of its application, 
and the whole weight of its importance. But 
let him not too readily Imagine that another 
is ill employed , becaufe, for want of fuller 
knowledge of his bulineis, he is not able to 
comprehend its dignity. Every nuui ought 
to end-eavour at eminence, not by pulling 
others down, but by raifing himfelf, and en- 
joy the pleafure of his own fuperiority, whether 
imaginary or real, without interrupting others 
in the fame felicity. The philofopher may 

very 
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very Juftly be del^hted with the extent of hisr 
views^' and the ^tificer with the resdinefs of 
his hands; but let the one remember, diat, 
without iAe<^hanical perfbrmaaces^ refined 
ipeculation is an empty dream, and the odier, 
that, without theoretical reafoning, dexterity- 
is little more than a brute ixiftin£l;« 

NUMB. 10. Saturday, Jpril 21, 175a . 
Pp/thabiiitaTmniUorum tmafiria ludo. Virg*- 

THE number of correfpondexits which tft« 
creafes^ every cUy upon me, Chows tha^ 
my p^qpcx is at leaft diftinguiOied from the . 
common produ^ions of the prefs. It is no- 
left a proof of eminence to have many cnc-- 
mies tbto many friends, and I look upon every 
letter, whether it contains encomiums, or re*- 
proaches, as an equal atteftation of rifing credits 
The only pain, which I can feel frpm my cor- 
refpondence> is the fear of difgufting thofc,.. 
whofe letters I ihall feem to negle£fc ; and,, 
dierefore,Itake this opportunity of reminding 
them, that in difapproving their atteitiptS' 
wheneyer it ouy bapi^en, I only jetum the^ 

£ ^ treatment 
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treatjsrent^.whldi I often receive^ Bcfidcs^ 
Mxmiy {)articulaf motive^ in^uenc^^ writer> 
known onijc.tphjunfelf, or hi§ private .fictonds;! 
4yid it /nay be ]^fll]f CQnclude^s that) not all 
kttep which arq pp|lpo9c4. are reJQ^cd, 009: 
ailOltbatafe reje(Stcd>c];itic4Uy condemned. 

r 

• ■ ■ ' 

Having thus cafed my heart of the only 
ay^p^henQon that &t heavy on it^ I can pleafe 
myfeff with the candour of B enevolus^ who 
encourages me to proceed} without finking 
under the anger of Flirtilla, who quarrels with 
me for being old 9nd ugly^ and for wanting 
both ,a<3ivity of body, and fprightlinefs of 
mfatd > fcigds he^ aionfeey wilhixtt'lueHbrajti- 
qfi$i and refufes an:y mictgation, tiH'^ 1 have 
appeared la vindicgliojQi of iQa£;pieF^e9.. That. 
{he may not howevev knagine mc without 
fupport) and left to left wholly upon my owa 
fortitude, I ihall- now publifh fome letters* 
which I have. received feom men a^^^iwlldrcjledjvl 
and as handfome, as her favofite-; and others: 
fpom-hdies, whom I Encerely believe gsjoung^ 
z» rich, as gay, -as pretty,, as faflliionable,. and 
a$ often toafled, and treated z»h€tfdt 

^« A SET of csyidid readers fend'-^eirv re-- 
i^ jCl!ikfp44t|toPt)i.eJRwiWcif)^ ahi* ackHo#-i' 
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*^ ledge his merit in fo. well beginning a wosk 
^* that may be ef publick benefit. But^ fupc^ 
** nor as his genius is to the impertinences of 
•* a trifling age, they cannot help a wife, that 
f^ he would condefcend to the weakneft of 
«< minds foftcned by perpctaal amy fements, arid 
*^ now and then throw in, lil|;e his predtr 
< ^ ce/Ibr, fome papers of a gay and humorou0 
*^ turn. Too fair a field now lies open, with 
^^ too plentiful a ha^veft of follies ! let the 
*^ chearfull'halia put in her fickle, and, (inging 
^^ at her work, deck her hair wi^ red and 
^* blue." 

*♦« A LADY fends her complimcnis tft the 
.** ^^ Rainblcr, and defires to knew^ Uy 
f< what othernam(£ ibc/n^y du<£ljtQ hiip^ 
^ what are his fet of (rieads, his amnicflaient^ I 
.<^ what his way of thinking, with regard to 
^ the living world, and its ways ; in ihort, 
^< whether he is a perfon now alive, and ia 
*' town ? If he be, flic will do hcrfelf the 
<^ honour to write to him pretty often, and 
^* hopes, from time to time, to be the better 
^ for his advice and animadverfions ; for his 
^^ animadverfions on her neighbours at leaft. 
^^ But, if he is a mere eflayift, and troubles not 
^ bimfelf with the manners of the age, flie 

E4 "is 
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^ is forry to tdl him, that even the genius 
•* and corre^eis of an Addifon \rill not fcr 
•^ cure him from negle£t' 



9K. 



Nb man is fo much ahftraded from commoit 
life, as not to feel a particular pleafure from 
die r^rd of the female world ; the candiS 
writers of the firft billet will not be offended; 
that my h^e to fatisfy a lady has hurriedl 
rfieir addrefstoe foon oubof my mind, and^hat 
r refer them for a reply to fome future paper^ 
JA order to tell ^is curious inquirer after m^ 
other name, the anfwer of a philofopber to a 
man, who, meeting him in the flreet, deflred^ 
to fefe what he carried under^ his doiak ; t 
tarry ktben^ fays- he, that ycumay-tu^ fee iA 
&it, though {he is never to know my name^ 
ike may often fee my face $ for I am of hit 
opinion, dtot^ diurnal writer ought to view the 
world, ^and that he who negle<fts his cotempo-- 
rariesy may^, withjuftici?, neglefied by tbemi. 

**;T ADY Racket fends compliments to the 
4* A^ Racabkr, and Jets Wm know, fhe {bail 
^ have cards at her houfe, every Sunday, the 
'f remainder of the feafon, wherehe will befurc 
.*< of meeting all the good company in town* 
*^.By this.me^n^ (he hopes to fee his papers 

intei5p 
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<^ intcrfperfcd with living chanOersi^ She 
<^ longs to fee the torch of truth pcoduced- 
*^ at an aflembly, and to admire the charm-^ 
<^ ing luftre it will throw on the jewels, com^ 
*f plexions, and J>ebaidour of every dear crea**' 
«* ture there/' 

Prirarule with oie to rccdve every offer 
with the fame .civilly as it is made ; and,, 
therefore, thou^ lady Racket may. have had> 
lixmexeafbn togaeft^ thatlfddom frecpient: 
card-taMes on Sundays, I Ihall not infift upom 
anexception,. which may to* her appear of fo* 
little fbfce. .My> buimefi has-been to view, asi 
opporttmity was offered, every phce in whid^ 
nwnkind was to befeen ; but at card-tables^, 
however brilliant, I have always thou^t mp 
viiit loft, for I could know nothing of the conw 
pany,- but their deaths and* their faces, ir 
&w their leoksxiouded ardie beginning of 
every game with anvuniforniibUcitiide, now 
and then in its progreis varied widi a (hort 
triumph, at fometimes wrinkled'with cunning^; 
at others deadened with deQiondency, or by* 
accident flufhed with rage^ at the unikilful or 
unlucky play of ^a partner; From fuch af^ 
ibfldbliies^ in whateveri humour I happened tof 
Mif^Aem^.l W9» quickly forced tojretire^ 

Es they 
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they were too triflings foe, me, whea I wb^ 
^^ aod too di^, whotLl vfzs cheauf ul* 

• ■ . ,« ' 

' Yet I^ cannot biit iKdoe- mjiielf' upoiitiiis. 
tokexv of regardfrom a )ady» wbo.is not afraid' 
to ftand before the torch of truths Let her not 
however confult her curiofity^ more than her 
prudence ; but refle£^- a. moment ofiitbefate 
oflSeni^le,, who might haw lived th&iavorite^ 
oFJupiteit, iffhecouidiha^e been content ndtl^ 
out: his thuncter. It is dangerous fo^.wxxtsiL 
faeanty,.Qr terr^ftriaL virtue,, to be examined: 
byi too fhong a .light The torcK of .trutji. 
(nowB. much, thif^ wtn canniot^ and all: that, 
we would not fee.*; I^^.a Sauce dimpled witb 
fjpjlfis^it has ^epdifcovetfol malevolence andi 
oiyy^andudeteAedyundeii jewels and: brocadcK 
ths frightful fbmia of poverty and. di&refs* A 
fine hand, of cards, have changed before it intor- 
^ thoii&nd. fped9es..of fickhefsy.miiery, and 
luxation! «. and jfluneafc;fums of. moneys while 
the winner counted: them wit}l tranfporty hav^s 
At the firft glimpie^of thij^ unwelcome luftn) 
^anifhedr fconi before him*. If her ladyihip. 
tfaefi^bcedefigns.to continue her; aflembly, L 
woouldvadvife' Jier to^ihui) fuch dangerous ex* 
pQErxmenf?$t •' (b 'fatis^^/ bttielf^widi common 
apptMuMies^ 4i|d t(»^i)g^^tKlier;ipartmtht». 
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rather with myrtle candlet than the toich o£ 
truth. 

«•< A MODEST young; man iencb ht» (er-^ 
« ./^ vice to the author of the Rambler^ 
^ and Will be very willing to affift him in hit' 
•^ worky. but is fadly afraid of being dif-- 
^ couraged by having his £rft dlay rejeded» 
^ adifgrace he has wofiilly experienced ia 
^^every officr he had made of it to every new 
^ writer of every new piper ; but hccomforta 
^ himfelf by thinking^, without vanity,, that 
M this has been from a peculiar favour of the 
^ mufes^ who faved his perCarmance from bo^ 
^ ing buried in trafh^ and referved it to appear 
^ with luftre in the Rambler/' 

I AM equally a friend to modefty and enter- 
prize I and) therefore fliall think it an honour- 
to correfpond with a young man who poflefTcs 
both in fo eminent a degree- Youth is, indeed, 
the time in which thefe qualities ought chiefly 
to be found ;. modefty fuits well with inexpe- 
rience, and enterprise with health and vigour,, 
^nd an extenfive profpeft of life. One. of my 
predeceiTors has juftly oblbrved, that,, though 
jnodefty has an amiable and winning :q>pear- 
,ance^ it ou|^ not. to hinder the- exertion of 

E 6 the 
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Ab aAhre powers^ but-that a msm fhouki ftiow^ 
tinder his blufhes a latent refolution. Thii' 
point of perfedion, nice as it is, my correfjpon* 
(tefltieems t^ have attained. That bs is' mo* 
d^, his own^dedaradon may evince ; and^ F 
tiiinks the latent-refiluiim may be difeovercd* 
in his letter by an acute obferver. I will ad<& 
vife him^ (ince be fo well defervesmy precepts,- 
not to be difcburaged^ though the Rambler 
flioidd prove equaUy enviouS) ortafleIe&, witb 
the reft of das fraternityv If his- paper ib 
nefiifed, the preis of> En^and ia.open, let hint 
try the judgment of; the publick If^ as it 
has fome times happened, by;a general com- 
biaa^on agsunft fuperior merit,, he. cannot 
perfuade the world to buy bis works, he may 
prefent them to his friends ; and if his friends 
aie ieized .with the epidemical infatuation, 
and cannot -find his genius, or will not confe^ 
ie, let him th^n refer his caufe to pofterity, and 
v^ferve his other labours for a wifer <age. 

Thus IfeveFdifpatched fome of* my cor* 
refpondents^ in. the uAial manner, with £ur 
words, and general civili^. But to Flirdlla, 
tte gay Flirtilla, what ftall^I reply ? Unable 
ae I am f6 fly, at hercommand, over land ami 
h^. or-to fupply her) £irom week to week, 

witbi 



N«'io; The R A NTB L E R: 8^5: 

with the faihions of Paris, or the intrigues of* 
Madrid, I am jet not willing to incur her* 
farther difpleafure, and would lave mj papers 
from her monkey, oir aiiy reaionahle tanans^. 
By whatpropitiatioii, dierefoie, may. I atone- 
finr my former gravity, and open, virithout 
trembling, the future letters of this fprig^y*- 
persecutor ? To vnrite in defience of mafque* 
des is no. eafy taik f^yet fcmiething difficult 
and daring may well be cequiaed^ as the price 
of fo important an approbation. Itherefiore 
confiilted, inthis great e m ergency, a man of 
high reputation in gay life, who having addedv 
to his other accompliflunents, no mean pvo^ 
ficiency in the minute ^i^ilofophy,. after> the 
fifUi perufal of her letter, broke out with rap* 
lure into thefe words : < And can you, Mr 
fRamUer^ ftand.out againft this ^chamn 
^ ing creature ? Let her knowy. at leaft, 
^: that from this moment Nigrinus devotes his 
* life and bis labours to her fervice. Is there 
<*any. fhibbom pcejudice of. education, that 
« fbnds between thee and the moft amiable of 
«. mankind h Behold, Flirtilla, at thy feet,, a 
< man ^wn grey in die ihidy of thoTe noble 
^•arts, by which rig^ and 1 wrong may be 
^confounded; by which reafon may be. 
^- blinded^, when vie. have a mind to efcape 
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^ from hex infpefUon, andc^iprice and appetite 
*" ihftated in uncontrouUed command^ and 
« bouqdkft domiaioal Si^cha cafuiftmaf 
^'fuiel^ £Dggge^. with ccttainty of fucc^f9» in 
* Y«iidication q£ an jenteitaininent,. wliici^ift 
^ an ihftaot gives confidence to the ttnuinDtis^^ 
^ and kindles asdouc in die cold ; an eDtei> 
^ tainment where the vigilance of jealoufy- 
^.insib often been duded^ and the virgin is 
% fttfxce fvooi t&e neceflity of languiihingia 
^ fifance; where all the outworks of chaftiiyi 
^aoe atoncedemolHfaed; where thehcarti^ 
^laid open without a bluih ; where bafhfulr 
^ nefi majr furvive virtue^ and no wi£b ii 
f cruflfd under ^ fcown of modefty. Faf 
^ weaker influence than- Flirtilla!s might gain 
^ dveraa advocate for fuch amufcoicnts. Ir 
^ wiidedBred:b]r.Ponipey9:that» if thecom*^ 
4 moniiWQaltb wzs violated,, he could ftamp 
f vnA hisfooty. and raife an army out of the 
t .ground ;, if the rights of pleafure are again, 
f invaded, letbut Flirtlila crack her fan^ no 
*■ pens, nor iwcirds, ihall be wanting at the 
.^ fummons ; the wit and the colonel ihall 
^ march out at her command, and neither law 
^ norrcafian ihalliland.'befojQeiis/ 
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^4ff Diudy^imi^: mn adytii 
MenUm fa$erdHum m^ Pfibius^ 

Non IfibiT. tf<p^ nm tfoM. 

Stc gt/fihuottCofynoiiii' ^tiri^. 
Trjfi^s. tAJnr 4f * u ■■ " ■ * m i . ■■■■• . : 

• » • > ' i r \ * : . . . •. 

THE mxKkxx wbtcb Pcmniktof Corkitb^, 
one o£ Ac fesreafii^ ofGreoevs k& a^ 
a memorial o£ his knowledge and bcncwlm^ 
was x^Nitt^ixu^Benuffier of thy angen He 
OQo&dtiKOd angcftiitjibegreftt4ifturbero£ lHla^u^ 
lifey the chief eneatfJaotfc <if pwtJkk happincft: 
and private tranquiUitjr^^ and tbenfeie dxMighft 
ibaC he could not by on poAerity a. ftrangea 
Obligation to revemce his memoryy thaa by- 
kaying.tbem x. ialutary caution aguaft tbi*. 
0utnigeoiif ifaffion./ ' * 

- ■ ■ ■ • • • » 

To what latitude Periander m^it extendi 
die word^ the brevity of his precept will fcarce. 
aflpwusito; conjpfliirc. Fnom anger^.in its 
full impoft^' protra&d into maleiKfldDce9iui4 
eXextcil.ia:iDBva)ge9^ai^iadeed;.mi^ o& the 

evila; 
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evik to which the life of man is expofed. Byr 
anger operating upon power are produced the 
iubmfion of citieS) the defolatioh of * coon* 
tries, the maflacre of nations, and all thofe 
dreadful and i£bmiibmg csdalnities which fill 
the hiftoriet of the world, and' which' could 
not be read at any diftant point of ^time^ when 
the paffions ftand neutral, and every motive 
and principIe-b'left-lOita-fiatoillDikicey with- 
out feme doubt of the veracity of the relation,^ 
did we not fee the fame caufes flUl tending to 
^fkHte-effeds, and only a£Ung with Iels« 
vigour fbr want of the £une concurrent og^ 
j^^Mrtimiticstf ■ 



' Btrr this gigantifek and'^iormoos ffiectesof) 
sofiger ^felb not properly under the animad ver-^ 
flon of a writer, whofe chief end is the re- 
gulation of common life, and whofe precept^ 
are to'.recpmmend themfehres by ^eir^general 
ttfCif . Nor is.. tbitefEiy intended tcrexpofethe 
tragical or fatal eSe£ts eventif prmte malig«k 
nity. The anger which I propofe now for 
my fubjed isiuch as makes thofe who indulge 
it more tro^blefome than formidable, and 
fanksit|Rm< radier. Iwitbi hornets and wafps, 
fitian with bafiliiks and lionSb' i:haTe, there* 
fiM^ .piffi^' a. m)\p>r wl^ch r charaderM^ 

this 
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this paffion, not fo much by the mifchaef that 
k-caufes, as by the noife that it utters. 

Thbrb is in thevrorld a certain clafs of 
mortals, known, and contentedly known, by 
the appellation of faJfUnate men, who ima^nt 
tfaemfelves entitled- by that diftinSion to bt 
provoked on every flight occaflon, and to 
vent their rage in vehement and fierce vocifera- 
tions, in furious menaces and licentious re* 
proaches* Their nige^ indeed^ for.dit .moft 
part, fumes- away in outcries of injury, and 
proteftations of vengeance, and feldom pro* 
ceedsto a£hial violence, unlefs a drawer of 
Unk'*boy fiUls in their way; but they interrupt 
die quiet of thofe that happen to bt. vridiia 
the reachof theirclamours, difturbdiecourfii 
of conyerfattoni and interrupt the enjoyme&l 
of focicty. 

MsN of this kind are (bmetimes not with* 
•ut underftanding or virtue fufficient tor^ 
commend them to love and regard, and are^ 
therefore, not alwap treated with the fcverity 
which their negle£l of the eafe of all about 
them might juftly provoke; they have ob- 
tained a kind ofprdcription for their folly, 
aodibeing^conlidered by their companions as 

under/ 
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iin4er a predominant influence that leave^ 
(hem no mailers of their conduct or their 
language, as adUng without tliought, and nifh* 
ing into mifchief \7ith a m'i& before their 
eyes, they are pitie4 rather than ceiifyredi 
and their (allies are pafled over as the invoUuH 
tary blows of a man agitated by the fpafms (tf 
aconvuliion*. 

• It j8 furely not to be obferved without in* 
dignation, that men are to be found of mindi. 
mean ^enough to be fatisfied with this treatment y 
wretches who. are proud to obtain the privilege 
of madmen, and cai;!, without ihame, and 
ivithoutiregret, copfidcr themfelves ad receiv- 
ingi .hourly pardom from their companionlk 
tfidgiYijCKg tbem continual opportunities, of 
uccfcifingtfa^ patience^ and boaftifig their 
clemency. 

Fmpz i$ undcKubtedly the original of anger ^ 
but pride,, like every other paffion, if it once- 
|>reaks loofe from reafon, counteracts its owa 
purpofes. A pajGionate man, upon the review 
of his day^ will have very few gratifications 
lo ofier to his pride, when he has confidered 
]^w his outrages were caufed,^ why they were. 
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born, and in what they arc likely to end at 

■ I ■ ■ 

. Ti\Q$K. fttdden burfla o£ rage general^ 
Vcedk out upoA OnaU occafiotis; foi lifey un^ 
happy as it is«. cannot fupply .gaeat evils as. 
frequently vls the n^an of fire thinks, fit to be 
earagecU and therefore the firil reflexion upoa 
his violcncemuft ihow him that he is meaa 
efiough to be driven froia. )iis poft by^ everjr 
jfctty incident, that he is thq mere- flave oi 
trivial chances, and that his reafon and hi^ 
virtue arc in the power of the virind^ 

; . Out motive theiie is of tbefe loud mtiava*-' 
ganciesy - ^ich a man i» generally careful tc^ 
ciwiceal ' froni othexs^ an^ perhaps^ doea noti 
atways diicower tf) bimfelfi. Hjp that finds hisi 
knowledge narrow., and his arguments weak,; 
and, by confequeiuie, his fuf&age not much, 
regarded in <]^f{):ioA8 accurately examined, and. 
i^rioufly debatt^ is romctime$ in hope ot 
gaiyiutig^ that attention by his ckunours, which" 
he caiinot otherwife obtabi, and is [4ea(ec^ 
with remembring that at leafl he made him- 
i^fheard^ ^at he had the power to interrupt 
thofe- v^o^ he coutd not cbnRrte, and fufpen4 
th€^\Ji9c3Wf!lfwh«s^he<^^ - 

. v-iv Of 
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Of this kind is die fury to which manji 
men give way among their fervants and do- 
mefticka; the)^ fed their own ignorance, tliey 
fee their own iniigniiicance) and, tfaerefo!^ 
they endeavour,. by their fiiiy, to fright away 
Contempt from before them». when they know: 
it muft follow, them behind, and think them** 
felves eminently mafters, when diey iee one: 
folly tamely complied with, only for fear le&* 
refitfal or delay flbould provoke them to ar 
greater^ 

Th£8B temptations cannot but be ownecE 
tehaveibme force, and it is fo little pleaiiiig; 
to any man to fee himfelf wholly overlooked^ 
in the mafs of tiiixigs, that hemay^ be allowed.* 
to try a few expedients for procuring fomer. 
kind of fupplemental dignity, and to endeavour 
to add weight by the violence, of his temper^, 
ta thd li^tnefs of his .other, powers. But. 
this has now been long* pra£d£ed, and founds 
upon the moft exauEt eftimate,. not to pro* 
duce advantages equal to its inconveniencesL;;^ 
for it has not af^eared that a man has by up^r^ 
roar, and tumult, and blufter,. altered anyr^ 
one's opinion of his underflanding, orbeea^ 
aJble to gaiii.any influengp^ except over thofi:^ 

whom. 
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whom fortune or nature have made hi8dq)eiK- 
dcnts. He may by a fteady perfeverance in 
his ferocity fright his children, and harrafs 
bis iervanta, but all the reft of the world will 
look on and laugh ; and he will have the 
comfort at laft of thinkings that he lives only 
to raife contempt and hatred, emotions to 
which wifdom and virtue would be. always 
unwilling to give occafion. He will find that 
he has contrived only to make thofe fear him, 
^om every reafonahle being is endeavouring 
to endear by kindnefs, and muft content 
himfelf with the pleafure of a triumph obtained 
by trampling on thofe who could not refift him. 
He muft perceive that the apprehenflon which 
his preience caufes is not the awe of his virtue^ 
but the dread of his brutality, and that he has 
g^ven up the felicity of being loved, without 
g^iiittRg the honour of being reverenced* 

BOT this is not theonly illconfequence of the 
fieguent indulgence of this Uuftering palHon, 
vriuch a man, by often calling to his ai&ftance, 
will teach, in a (hort time, to intrude before 
diefummons, torufh upon him with refiftlcfs 
violence, and without any previous notice of 
its approach. He will find himfclf liable to be 
inflamed at the iirft touch of provocation, and 

unable 
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ahable to retain Kts rcifintinent, t3l he his i 

■ 

full conviflion of the offence, to proportlbh 
hiaBVi|crto thie catrfe,' en* to h^late it by pru- 
dente, 'dr by duty. Whin i, Than ha^- tJndi 
fiiftcftd liis taSnii to be thiia. vltiiM, fiebe- 
Cofites 6iic 6f the liioft hateful ^nd unhappy 
beings. He can give no fecurity to hiAfSS 
that he (hall not, at the next interview, aKchate 
by fome fudden trarilport his d^^eft friend j 
or break out, xipon fome mg\it^6tktajii^nj 
fntofudi terms of riidencfi' as c^or'tlc^ftf yi 
perfeftly foVgotteii. Whoever convieflfej^ifli 
him lives with the fufpicioh and folicitudc 
of a man that plays with a tame tiger, always 
under a neceflity of watching the niomchfy 
in which the capricious favage fhall begin -to 



growl. 



It is told by Prior, in apancgyrick on lord 
Dorfet, that his fervants ufed fo put themfelvcs 
in his way when he was angr)', bccaufe he 
was fure to recompcnfe them for any indignl-' 
ties which he made them fufFer. This is the 
round of a paffionate man's life ; he contraftj 
debts when he is furious, which his virtue, 
if he has virtue, obliges him to difcharge at 
the return of reafon. He fpends his time in 
outrage and acknowledgement, injury and" 

le- 



N** II, The R A M B L E R. 95 

reparation. Or, if there be any who hardens 
himfelf inoppreilion, and juftifies the wrong, 
becaufe he has done it, his inreitfibiJity can 
make fmall part of his praife, or his h^ppinefs ; 
he only adds deliberate to hafty folly, aggra- 
vates petulance by contumacy, and deftrdys 
the only plea that he can offer for the tcnder- 
ne{s and patience of mankind. 

Yet, even this degree of depravity we 
may be content to pity, becaufe it fcldom 
wants a punifliment equal to its guilt. No- 
thing is more dcfpicable or niore milcrable than 
the old age of a paiTionate man. When the 
vigour of youth fails him, and his amufenicnts 
pall with frequent i^petition, his occafional 
rage finks by decay of ftrength into pcevifti- 
nefs, that pecviflinefs, for want of novelty and 
variety, becomes habitual ; the world falls off 
from around him, and he is left, as Homer 
expreffes it, ^9»rtJflftw flMf xSp, to devour his 
own heart in folitude and contempt. 
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^UMB. X2. Satujid AV, April 28, 1 75&. 

•^Mifirum parva ftipefocilatjUt pudibundoi 
Exircifefales inter cwviviapojjit.^^-'-^ 
■ T u mitis^ bf acri 
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Jfpiritate cannsj pofitoque per omnia fajlu^ 
Inter ut aquales unus numeraris amicosy 
Obfe^mumgue doces^ iff anwrem quarts amando. 

Lucanus ad Pifonem* 

To ^i&^ RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

AS you fcem to have devoted your 
labours to viitue^ I cannot forbear to 
inform you of one (pecies of cruelty, with 
which the life of a man of letters perhaps does 
fiijot often make him acquainted, and which, 
^ it iecms to. produce no other advant^eto 
(hpfe that pradife it than a {hort gratification 
of thoughtleis vanity, may l>ecome lefs com- 
mon when it has been once expofed in it^ 
various forms, and its full magnitude. 

I AM the daughter of a country gentleman, 
whofe family is numerous, and whofe eftate, 
not at firft fufiicient to fupi^y us with affluence, 

has 
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has been lately fo much impaired by an unTuc- 
cefsfullawfuit, that all the younger chSdren 
are obliged to try fuch means as their educa- 
tion affords them, for procuring the necefTaries 
of life. Diftreis and curiofity concurred to 
bring me to London, where I was received by 
a relation with the coldnefs which misfortune 
generally finds. A week, a long week, I 
lived with my coufin, before the mofl vigilant 
enquiry could procure us the leaft hopes of a 
place, in which time I was much better qua- 
lified to bear all the vexations of fervitude* 
The firfl two days (he was content to pity mc^ 
and only wifh'd I had not been quite fo well 
bred, but people muft comply with their 
drcumftances. . Tliis lenity, however, was 
foon at an end ; and, for the remaining part of 
the week, I heard every hour of the pride of 
my family, the obfHnacy of my father, and of 

people better bom than my felf that were com* 
mon fervants. 

At h&j on Saturday noon, fhe told me, 
with very vifible fatisfa£tion, that Mrs Bom- 
bafine, the great fdk-mercer's lady, wanted 
a maid, and a fine place it would be, for 
there would be nothing to do but to clean my 
miftrefs's room, get up her linen, dreis the 
young ladies, wsut at tea in the morning, 

F take 
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take care of a little mifs juft come from nurfe, 
and then fit down to my needle. But madam 
was a woman of great fpirit, and would not 
be contradiiled, and therefore I fliould take 
care, for good places were not eafily to be 

fOt. 

With thefe cautions, I waited on madam 
Bombafine, of whom the firft fight gave me 
no ravifhing ideas. She was two yards round 
the waift, her voice was at once loud and 
fqueaking, and her face brought to my mind 
thepifture of the full-moon. Are you the 
young woman, fays fhe, that are come to 
offer yourfelf? It is ftrange when peopld of 
fubftance want a fervant, how foon it is the 
town-talk. But they know they fhall have a 
belly-fuU that live with me. Not like people 
at the other end of the town, we dine at one 
o'clock. But I never take any body without 
acharaSer; what friends do you come of? 
I then told her that my father was a gentleman, 

and that we had been unfortunate. A great 

misfortune, indeed, to come to me and have 
three meals a-day ! So your father vras a 

gentleman, and you are a gentlewoman I fup- 
pofc — fuch gentleWonien ! — Madam, I did aot 
mean to claim auiy.exemptionar, I only ajtjfwered 

your 
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your enquiry.— Such gentlewomen! people 
ihould fet their children to good trades, and 
keep them off the parifli. Pray go to the o- 
ther end of the town, there are gentlewomcn^ 
if they would pay their debts : I am furc we 
have loft enough by gentlewomen. Upon' 
ihiSy her broad face grew broader with triumph, 
and I was afraid {he would have taken me for 
the pleafure of continuing her infult; but 
happily the next word was. Pray, Mrs gentle* 
woman, troop down ftaSrs. You may beliew 
I obeyed her. 

I RETURNED and met with abetter rfecep- 
tion from my coufm than I expected j for 
while I was out, (he had heard that Mrs Stan** 
di{h, whofe hufband had lately been raifed from . 
a clerk in an office, to be commiffioner of the 
excife, had taken a fine houfe, and wanted 
a maid. 

To Mrs Standifh I went, and, after having 
waited fix hours, was at laft admitted to the top 
of the flairs, when fhe came out of her room* , 
vnth two of her company. There was a fmell 
of punch. So young woman, you want a 
place, whence dp you come? — ^From the 
country^ madamu«— Yes, they all come out of 
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die country. And what brought you to towiit 
a baftard? Where do you lodge? At the 
Seven-Dials ? What, you never heard of the 
foundling houfe ? Upon this^ they all laughed 
fo obftreperoufly, that I took the opportunity 
of fneaking off in the tumult. 

I THEN heard of a place at an elderly lady's* 
She was at cards ; but in two hours, I was told, 
fbe would fpeak to me. She afked me if X 
could keep an account, and ordered me to 
write. I wrote two lines out of fome book 
that lay by her. She * wondered what people 
meant, to breed up poor girls to write at that 
""ate. I fuppofe, Mrs Flirt, if I was to fee your 
work, it would be fine fluff ! — ^You may walk^ 
I will not have love-letters written from my 
houfe to every young fellow in the ftrect. 

Two days after, I went on the fame perfuit 
to lady Lofty, dreffed, as I was directed, in 
wh^t little ornaments I had, becaufe fhe had 
lately got a place at court. Upon the firft 
fight of me, fhe turns to the woman that 
ibowed me in. Is this the lady that wants, a 
place? Pray what place wou'd you have, mi(s? 
a maid of honour's place? Servants now a* 
days!— Madam, I heard you wanted- Wanted 

yAaxl 
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what? Somebody finer than myfclf! A pretty 
fervant indeed — I Ihould be afraid to fpeak 
to her — ^I fuppofe, Mrs Minx, thefe fine hands 
cannot bear wetting — ^A fervant indeed ! Pray 
move oflF— ->I am refolved to be the head per- 
fon in this houfe— You are ready drefs'd, 
the taverns will be open* 

I WENT to enquire for the next place In i 

dean linen gown, and heard the (ervant teQ 

his lady, there was a young woman, but he 

&w (he would not do. I was brought up 

•however. Are you the trollop that has th# 

impudence to come for my place? What, you 

have hired that nafty gown, and are come to 

fteal a better.-^Madam, I have another, but 

being obliged to walk — ^Then thefe are your 

manners, with your blufhes and your courtefies, 

to come to me in your worft gown. Madam, 

give me leave to wait upon you in my other* 

Wait on me, you (aucy flut ! Then you are 

fure of coming — I could not let fuch a drab 

come near mo— -Here, you girl that came up 

with her, have you touch'd her? If you have, 

wa(h your hands before you drefs me.— *Such 

trollops ! Get you down* What, whimpering f 

Pray walk. 

F 3 I WBMT 
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1 WENT away with tears ; for my coufin 
1)ad loft all patience. However ihe told me, 
that fhe had a refpe^t for my relations, wai 
willing to keep me out of the ftreet,' and would 
Set me have another week. 

The firft day of this week I faw two place* 
jLt one I was afked where I had lived ? And 
iipon my anfwer, was told by the lady, that 
people fhould qualify themfelves in ordinary 
places, for fiie ihould never have done if (he 
was to. follow girls about At the other houfe, 
I was a fmirking huffy, and that fweet face 
I might make money of — ^For her part, it wa» 
t rule with her, never to take any creature 
^t thought herfelf handfome. 

The three next days were fpent in ladjf 
BlufF*s entry, where I waited fix hours every 
fJBj for the pleafure of feeing the fer vants peep 
at me, and go away laughing-^ Madam will 
firetch her fmall fhanks in the entry ; ihe will 
know the houfe again— At fun-fet the two firft 
days I was told, that my lady would fee me 
to-morrow i and on the tbi^d, that her wo- 
man ilaid* 

Mt 
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My week was now near its end, and I had 
no hopes of a place. My relation, who al- 
ways laid upon me the blame of every mif- 
carriage, told me that I muft learn to humble 
myfclf, and that ail great ladies had particular 
ways I that if I went on in that manner, fhe 
could not tell who would keep me -, (he had 
known many that had refufed places, fell their 
doaths, and beg i^ the flreets. 

It was to no puipofe that the refufal was 
declared by me to be never on my fide; I was 
reafbning agamft intereft, andagainilftupidity; 
and therefore I comforted myfclf with the 
hope of fucceeding better in my ngxt attempt, 
and went to Mrs Courtly, a very fine lady, 
who had routs at her houfe, and faw the beft 
company in town. 

I HAD not waited two hours before I was 
called up, and found Mr Courtly and his ladjr 
at piquet, in the height of good humour. 
This I looked on as a favourable fign,and ilood 
at the lower end of the room in expectation of 
the common queftions. At laft Mr Courtly 
call'd out, after a whifpejc. Stand facing the 
iight« that one may /eeyou% I changed m/jf^ 
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place, and blufh'd. They frequently tum'd 
their eyes upon me, and fcem'd to difcover 
many fubjeds of merriment ; for at eveiy 
look they whifper'd, and laughM with the 
moft violent agitations of delight. At laft 
Mr Courtly cried out, Is that colour your own, 
child ? Yes, fays the lady, if fhe has not 
robb*d the kitchen hearth. This was fo happy 
a conceit, that it renew'd the ftorm of laugh- 
ter, and they threw down their cards in hopes 
of better fport. The lady then called me to 
her, and began with an afFefted gravity to 
enquire what I could do? But firft turn about, 
and let us fee your fine fhape ; WeU, what are 
you fit for, Mrs Mum ? You would find 
your tongue, I fuppofe, in the kitchen. N<^ 
noy fays Mr Courtly, the girl's a good girl 
yet, but I am afraid a brilk young fellow, 
with fine tags on his fhoulder— — Come, 
child, hold up your head j what ? you have 
Hole nothin g ■ N ot yet, fays the lady, 
but flie hopes to fleal your heart quickly. 
Here was a laugh of happinefs and triumph^ 
prolonged by the confufion which I could no 
longer reprefs. At laft the lady recolleded 
hcrfelf: Stole? no but if I had her, I 
fliould watch her ; for that downcaft eye-* 
Why cannot you look people in the face f 

Steal i 
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Steal ! lays her hulband, flie would fleal no* 
thing but, perhaqps, a few ribbands before Utiey 
were left off by her lady. Sir, anfwer'd I, why 
ihould you, by fuppofing me a thief, infult 
one from whom you have received no injury i 
Infult, fays the lady ; are you come here to 
be a fervant, you fancy baggage, and talk of 
infulting ? What will this world come to, if 
a gentleman may not jeft with a fervant I Welly 
luch fervants ! pray be gone, and fee when 
you will have the honour to be fo infulted 
again. Servants infulted — a fine time.— In- 
fulted ! Get down flairs, you flut, or the foot* 
man fliall infult you. 

The laft day of the laft week was now 
coming, and my kind coufin talked of fending 
me down in the waggon to preferve me from 
bad courfes. But in the morning (he came 
and told me that fhe had one trial more for me^ 
Euphemia vented a maid, and perhaps I 
might do for her ; for, like me^ flie muft fall 
her creft, being forced to lay down her 
chariot upon die lofs of half her fortune by 
bad fecurities, and with her way of giving her 
money to every body that pretended to want it^ 
ihe €Ould have litde beforehand 1 tiierefpre I 
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might ferve her ; for, with all h^ fine knk» 
Ihe muft not pretend to be nice. 

I WEKT immediately, and met at the door 
« young gentlewoman, who told me (he had 
herfelf been hired that morning, but that (he 
was ordered to bring any that ofFered up ftairs. 
I was accordingly introduced to Euphemia, 
who, when I came in, laid down her book, 
And told me, that (he fent for me not to 
^tify an idle curiofity, but left my dif* 
Appointment might be made ftill more ^a* 
ting by incivility; that (he was in pain to 
deny any thing, much more what was nO 
favour ; that (he faw nothing in my appear-^ 
iuice which did not make her wifh for my 
Company; but that another, whofe claintt 
inight perhaps be equal, had come before 
tne. The thought of being fo near to fuch 
k place, and miffing it, brought tears into 
toy eyes, and my fobs hinder'd me from re- 
turning my acknowledgments. She rofc iip 
confufcd, and fuppofing by my concern that 
1 was diftrefled, placed me by her, and 
made me tell her my ftory: which when 
Ibe had heard, (he put two guineas in mj 
liand, ordering qic to lodge near her, and 
Ittkit ufe of bier tabic (ill ibe could' provide 

fcr 
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for me. I am now under her prote6Uon, and 
know not how to ihew my gratitude better 
than by giving this account to the Rambler, 

ZOSIMA. 

AiiAfcAAAiiliiti^ ■* *-*■*• -*^*^ *^-*^ *-* ^-^-*^*-^ * -• -♦ A A. 
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Numb. 13, Tuesday, May r, 1750. 
Commjfumqai teg€S isf wno tortus isf iri. 

HOR. 

JT isrelatedby Quintus Curtius, that the 
Perftans always conceived a lafting and 
invincible contempt of a man, who had viola- 
ted the laws of fecrecy ; for they thought, 
that, however he might be deficient in the 
qualities requifite to adual excellence, the ne- 
gative virtues at leaft were always in hit 
power, and though he perhaps could notfpeak 
well if be was to try, it was ftill eafy for him 
not to fpeak. 

In this opinion of tJie eafuiefs of fecrecy, 
they feem to have confider'd it as oppofed, 
not to treachery, but loquacity, and to have 
conceived the man, whom they thms cenfured, 
lU)t frighted by menaces to reveal, or bribed 

F6 ky 
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by promifes to betray, but indted by the mere 
pleafure of talkingyor fome other motive equal- 
ly trivial, to lay open his heart without reflefli- 
on, and to let whatever he knew flip from him, 
only for want of power to retain it. Whe- 
tfier, by their fettled and avowed fcorn of 
thoughtlefs talkers, the Perfians were able to 
difFufe to any great extent the virtue of tacitur- 
nity, we are hindered by the diftance of thofe 
times from being able to difcover, there being 
very few memoirs remaining of the court of 
Perfepolis, nor any diftin£t accounts hand^ 
down to us of their office clerks, their ladies of 
the bed-chamber, their attorney^, their chanil?* 
ber-maids, or their footmen. 

In thefe latter ages, though the old animofi- 
ty againft a prattler is fiill retained, it appears 
wholly to have loft its effefts upon the con- 
i\x& of mankind ; for fecrets are fo feldom 
kept, that it may with fome reafbn be doubted, 
whether the antients were not miftaken in 
their firft poftulate, whether the quality of re- 
tention be fo generally beftowed, and whether 
a fecret has not fome fubtle volatility, by which 
it efcapes almoft imperceptibly at the fmalleft 
vent i or fome power of fermentation, by 

which 
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which it expands itfelf fo as to burft the heart 
that will not give it way. 

Those that ftudy either the body or die 
mind of man, very often find the moft fpeciotit 
and pleafmg theory falling under the weight 
of contrary experience i and inflead o{ grati- 
fying their vanity by inferring eflFedsfrom cau* 
fes» they are always reduced at laft to conjeduie 
caufes from effe£b. That it is eaiy to be (ecret 
the fpeculatifl can demonflrate in his retrea^ 
and*therefore thinks himfelf juftified in placing 
confidence; the man of the world knows, that^ 
whedier difficult or not, it is unconunon, and 
dierefore finds himfelf rather inclined to fearcli 
after the reafon of tMs univerfal £^ilure in one 
of the moil important duties of fociety. 

The vanity of being known to be tnifled 
wi^ a fecret is generally one of the chief mo* 
tires to difclofe it ; for however abfurd it may 
be diought to boafl an honour, by an bA 
which (hews that it was conferred without me- 
rit, yet mofl men feem rather inclined to con- 
fefs the want of virtue than of importance, and 
more wiOin^y fhew their influence and their 
power, though at theexpenceof thcjr probity, 
than glide through life with no other pleafure 

than 
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|ban the private confdoufheis of fidelity ; 
which, while it is preferved, mutt be without 
praife, except from theiingle perfon whotrie^ 
andkaowsit; 

Therb are many ways of. telling a fecret^ 
by which a man exempts himfelf from the 
r^proacj^es-of hb confcience, and gratifies hk 
f^ide without fufi^ring hii|ijG^ to believe that 
lie impairs l^s virtue. He tells the private df^ 
^4ir3 of his* patron, or his i^iend, only to thofii 
^om whpqi he would not conceal Ills own j; 
^ t^ljs them tO'thofe, who have no temptation 
tp betray their truft, or with a denunci^onoC 
^ ^qrtain foirfeiture of his friendihip, if he di£cQh 
Vf^ ^hat they iKKX^me pujb^c, > 

- * 

Secrets are very frequently told in the 
§rft ajrdour of kindnefs, or of love, kjr the &ke 
of proving, by to important a facrifice, tfa^ 
(ncerji^y, of profipi^pn^ or the warmth of teiu 
deri^ss but wjiththis raotiye, tl^ugh it hq 
fon)6tinie/; ftrong in itfelf, vaqity genera% 
concurs,, fince every man naturally defires tq 
be mpft eileemed by thofe whom he loves, or 
•With whom he qonverf^,, with whom he paf<« 
ies his hours of pleafure, and %o whom he re* 

Whew 
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When the difcovcry of fecrtts is under 
confideration, thei:e is always g diftinftioii 
carefully to be made between our own and 
thofe of another, thofe of which we are fully 
jnafters as they afFe^ only our own intereft* 
and thofe which are repofitcd with us in trufif 
and involve the happinefs or convenience of 
fuch as we have no right to exfiofe to hazard 
by. experiments upon their lives, without their 
confent. To tell our own fecrets is generally 
folly, but that folly is without guilt ; to com« 
municate thofe with which we are intruded is 
sdways treachery, and treachery for the moB^ 
part combined with foUy • 

Th£B.£ have, indeed, beenfome enthufiafiic 
and irrational zealots for friendihip, who havq 
maintained) and perhaps believed, that oni;. 
friend has a right to all that is in pofieffionof 
anot^hef ; and tha|: therefore it is a violation of 
kindneis to escempt any (ecret from this bound* 
Ie& confidence : Accordingly a late female ou** 
nifter of fiate has been (hamelefs enough to 
inform the worlcj) that ihe ufed, when £he 
la^tod to extra^ any thingfrom her fovereigot 
to remind^her. of I^92itaig;ne's reafoDing, w;ho 
im determined, that to tell a fecret to a friend 
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is no breach of fidelity, becaure the number <^ 
perfons truiled is not multiplied, a man an4 
bis friend being virtually the fame. 

That fuch a fallacy could be impofed upon 
any human underftanding, or that an author 
could have been imagined to advance a pofiti- 
on fo remote from truth and reafon, any other* 
wife than as a declaimer, to {hew to what ex« 
tent he could ftretch his imagination, and with 
what ftrength he could prefs his principle^ 
would fcarcdy have been credible, had not 
this lady kindly (hewn us how far weaknefi^ 
may be deluded, or indolence amufed. But 
fmce it appears, that even this fophiftry has 
been able, with the help of a ftrpng deiire to 
repofe in quiet upon the underftanding of an-* 
other, to miflead honeft intentions, and an 
underftanding not contemptible, it may not 
be fuperfluous ta remark, that thofe things 
which are common among friends are only 
fuch as eidi^ pofiefles in his own right, an4 
can alienate or deftroy without injury to any 
other perfon. Without this limitation, con. 
fidence muft run on without end, the fecond 
perfon may tdl Ae fecret to the third upoii 
ttie fiuuc prindple as he recehred it from die 

fiift. 
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firft, and the third may hand it forward to a 
fourth, till at h& it is told in the round of 
friendfhip to them from whom it was thefirft 
intention chiefly to conceal it. 

The confidence which Caius has of the 
fkithfulnefs of Titius is nothing more than an 
opinion which himfelf cannot know to be 
true, and which Claudius, who firft tells his 
fecret to Caius may know, ait lead may fufpedl 
to be falfe ; and therefore the truft is transfer* 
red by Caius, if he reveal what has been told 
him, to one from whom the perfon originally 
toncerned would probably have withheld it | 
and, whatever may be the event, Caius has 
hazarded the happinefs of his friend. Without 
neceflity and without permiffion, and has put 
that truft in the hand of fortune which was 
given only to virtue. 

AtL the arguments upon which a man wh^ 
is telling the private affairs of another hiay 
ground his confidence of fecurity, he muft 
upon reflexion know to be uncertain, becaufe 
he finds them without efFe£): upon himfelf. 
•When he is imagining thatTitius will he cau- 
tkws from a regard to his intereft, his reputati- 
co> olrhis dixty^ be ou^t to refled that he is 

him* 
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him&lf at that inftant a£ling inoppofition to all 
thefe reafons, and revealing what intereft» 
reputation, and duty direft him to conceal. 

Every one feels that he fhould coniidd* 
the man incapable of truftj who believed him- 
felf at liberty to tell whatever he knew to the 
firft whom he (hould conclude deferving of 
his confidence ; therefore Caius, in admitting 
Titius to the affairs imparted only to himfcl6 
violates his faith, fince he a£b contrary to the 
intention of Claudius, to whom that faith 
was given. For promifes of friendfhip are, 
like all others, ufelefs and vain, unlefs they 
are made in fome known fenfe, adjufted and 
j^ckno.\^ledged by both p^ies* 

I AM not ignorant that many queftiom 
may be ftarted relating to the duty of fecrecy» 
where the affairs are of publick concern S 
^bi^e/ubfequjent iceafons may ^ife.to alter the 
appearance and nature of the truft ; that the 
manner in which the fecret was toM may 
change the degree of obligation ; and that 
theprinciplesupon whichaman is chofen for a 

• 

confident may not always equally conflrain him. 
3ttt thefe fcruples^ if not too intricate,ar€ ofnof 

nor 
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nor are they fuch as generally occur in common 
life i and though cafuiftical knowledge be 
ufeful in proper bands, yet it ought by no 
means to be carelefly expofed, iince moft will 
uTe it rather to lull than awaken their own 
confciences ; and the threads of reafoning, on 
which truth is fufpended, are frequently drawn 
to fuch fubtility,that common eyes cannot per- 
ceive^d conmion fenfibility cannot feel them. 

The whole do£^rineas well as pradiceof 
jecrecy, is fo perplexing and dangerous, that^ 
nex;t to him who is compelled to triift, I think 
him unhappy who is chofen to be trufted ; foi 
he is often involved in fcruples without th« 
liberty of calling in the help of any othef 
underftanding, he is frequently drawn into 
guilt, uiider the appearance of friend(hip and 
hooesfty ; and fometimes fubje£led to fufpicion 
by the treachery of others, who are engaged 
without his knowledge in the fame fchemes^ 
for he that has one confident has generally 
more, and when he is at laft betrayed, is ia 
doubt on whom he Ihall fix the crime. 

The rules therefore that I ihall propofs 
concerning fecrecy, and from which I think 
it not fafe to deviate, without lot\g m^ ^xa^ 

cd. ' 
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deliberation, arc^— Never to folicit the know- 
ledge of a fecret. Not wHlingly, nor without 
many limitations, to accept fuch confidence 
when it is offered. When a fecret is once ad» 
mitted, to confider the truft as of a very high 
nature, important as fociety, aiW (acred at 
truth, and therefore not to be violated for any 
incidental convenience, or flight appearance 
of contrary fitnefs. 

Numb. 14. Saturday, May 14, x 750. 
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Sic difparfibi Ho»« 

AMONG the many inconfiftencies which 
folly produces, or infirmity fufiers in 
iS»t himian mind, there has often been obler* 
Ted a manifeft and firiking contrariety between 
the life of an author land his writings \ and 
Milton, in a letter to a learned ftranger, by 
whom he had been vifited, with great reafon 
congratulates himibtf upon the confcioufnefs of 
being found equal to his own chara£ler, and 
having preferved in a private and familiar 
interview that reputation which his works had 
procured him. 

Those 
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Those whom the appearance of virtue^ or 
the evidence of genhis, have tempted to a 
nearer knowledge of the writer in whofc per- 
fornuuices they may be found, have, indeed, 
had frequent rcafon to repent their cuiioftty ; 
the bubble that fparkled before them has be- 
come common water at tlie touch, and the 
phantom of perfedion has vanifhed when they 
wi(bed to prefs ic to their bofom. They have 
loft the pleafure of im^ining how far humani- 
ty may be exalted, and, perhaps, feel them- 
fdves lefi inclined to toil up the fteeps of vir« 
tue, when they obferve thofe who feem beft 
able to point the way loitering below, as 
either afraid of the labour, or doubtful of the 
reward. 

It has been long the cuftom of the oriental 
monarchs to hide themfelves in their gardens 
and dieir palaces, to avoid the cenverfation 
of mankind, and to be known to their fubjeds 
only by their edi^« The fame policy is no 
lels neceffiuy to him that writes, than to him 
that governs ; for men would, not more pa- 
tiently fubmit to be tauglit, than commanded, 
by one, who ihould be known to have the 
funefoUiet and weakneffes with themfelves. 

Per- 
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Perhaps, a fudden intruder into the clofet of an 
author would feel equal furprife and indignati** 
on with the officer, who having long folicited 
admiffion into the prefence of Sardanapalus, 
faw him at laft not confulting upon laws, en- 
quiring into grievances, planning fortiftcati-. 
ons, or modelling armies, but employed in 
feminine amufements, and direding the ladlel 
in their work. 

It is not difficult to conceive, howevci^- 
that for many reafons a man writes much bet- 1 
ter than he lives. For, without entering into 
refined fpeculations, it is many degrees eafier 
to defign than to perform. A man propofes 
his fchemes of life in a ftate of abftradlion and 
difengagement, exempt from the enticements 
of hope, the folicitations of aflFefiion, the 
importunities of appetite, or the depreffionsof . 
fear, and is in the fame ftate with him that 
teaches, upon land, the art of navigation, to 
whom the fea is always fmooth, and the wind 
IB always profperous. 

The mathematicians are well acquainted 
with the difference between pure fcience, • 
which has to do only with ideas, and the ap^ 
plication of its laws to the ufe of life^ in which 

they 
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they are conftrained to fubmit to the imper- 
feStion of matter and the influence of acci- 
dents : thus, in moral difcuffions it is to be 
remembred that many impediments obftruft* 
our priiflice, Which very eafdy give wray to 
theory. The fpeculatift is only in danger of" 
error, but the man involved in life has his owrn 
pai&ons, and thofe of others, to encounter^ 
and is embarrafled with a thoufand inconveni- 
ences on every fide, which confound him 
with variety of impulfe, and either perplex or ' 
bbftrudl his v^y. He is often forced to a£l 
without deliberation, and obliged to choofe 
before he can examine ; he is often furprifed 
by fudden alterations of the ftate of things, and 
changes his meafures according to fuperficial 
appearances ; he is often led by others, either 
becauie he is indolent, or becaufe he is timo- 
rous ; he is fometimes afraid to know what ii 
right, and fometimes finds others diligent tm 
dlsceive him. 

Wb are, therefore, not to wonder that* 
moft fail, amidfl tumult, and fnares, and' 
danger, in the obfervance of thofe precepts,' 
which they laid down in folitude, fafety, and 
tranquillity, with a mind unbiafied, ahdwidi 
liberty unobftru£led. It is the cbnidition of 

our 
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our prefent ftatc to fee more than we can attain, 
the exa<acft vigilance and caution can never 
maintain a fingle day of pure and unmingled 
innocence, much lefs can the utmoft efforts of 
incorporated mind reach the fummits of fpecu- 
lative virtue. 

It is , however, ncceflary for the idea of 
perfeSion to be propofed, that we may have 
fome objed to which our endeavours are to be 
direded ', and he that is mofl deficient in the 
duties of life, makes feme atonement for hi$ 
&ults, by warning others agabft his own fail- 
ings, and endeavouring by the falubrity of his 
admonitions to hinder the conta^on of bii: 
example. 

NoTHiNO is more unreafonable, however 
conunon, than to charge with hypocrify him 
that exprefles zeal for thofe virtues, which he 
neglefts to praftife ; fince he may befincerely, 
convinced of the advantages of conquering his 
paffions,without having yet obtained the victo- 
ry, as a man may be confident of the advanta* 
ges of a voyage, or a journey, without having 
courage, or indufiry, to undertake it, and 
may honeftly recommend to others, thole 
attempts wliich he negle^ himfelf* 

Th« 
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The intercfl: which the corrupt part of 
mankind have in hardening themfelves againft 
every motive to amendment, has difpofcd then! 
to give tothefecontradiftions, when they can 
be produced againft the caufe of virtue, that 
weight which they will not allow them in any 
othwT Ciife. They fee men a£l in oppofition to 
their intereft, without fuppofing, on other oc- 
caiions, that they do not know it ; they fee 
them give way to the fudden violence of pafli- 
on, and forfake the moft important pcrfuits 
for trivial pleafurcs, without imagining that 
they have changed their fentiments, or ap- 
prove their own conduft. In moral or religi- 
oos queftions alone, they refolvc to determine 
the fentiments by the actions, and charge every 
man with endeavouring to impofc upon the 
world, whofe writings are not confirmed by 
his life.^ They never confidcr that they thcm- 
fclvcs neglect, or pradHfe fomething every day, 
inconfiftcntly with their own fettled opinion, 
nor difcover that the conduft of the advocates 
for virtue can little increafe, or leflcn, the 
obligations of their diflates ; argument is te 
be invalidat?d only by argument, and is in 
itfelf of the fame force, whether or not it 
convinces him by whom it is propofcd. 

G Yet 
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Yet fmce tliis prejudice, however unrcafon- 
2iiicj is always likely to have fome prevalence, 
k is the duty of every man to take care left he 
IJiould hinder the efficacy of his own inftrudi-. 
ons. When he dcfures to gain the belief of 
others, he ihould fliew that he believes himfelfj 
;aid when he teaches the fitnefs of virtue by his 
reafonings, he (hould, by his example, prove 
its poiTibility : Thus much at leatl may be 
required of h^m, that he ihall not a<Sl worfe 
than others becauie he writes better, nor ima* 
gine that, by the merit of his genius, he may 
claim fome indulgence beyond mortals of the 
lower clafles, and be cxcufed for want of pru- 
dence, or ne^e£l of virtue. , 

Bacon inhisHiftery of the winds, after 
having oiFered fomething to the imagination as 
defirable, often propofes lower advantages in 
its place to the reafon as attainable. The fame 
niethod may b(s fometimes purfued in moral 
endeavours, which this phSofopher has obfer* 
ved in natural enquiries ; and having firft fet 
pofitive and abfolute excellence before us, we 
may be pardoned tho^igh we fmk down to 
humbler virtue, trying, however, to keep 
our point always in view, and ftruggling 

not 
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not to lofe ground, though we cannot gain its 

It is recorded of Sir Matthew Hale, that he^ 
for a long time, concealed the confecratioit 
of himfelf to theftri<£ler duties of religion,lcft> 
by fome flagitious and (hameful adlion, he 
fhould bring piety into difgracev For the 
lannie reafon, it may be prudent for a writer^ 
vrho apprehends that he fhall not enforce his 
own maxims by his domeftic charafler, to 
conceal his name that he may not injure 
them. 

There are, indeed, a far greater nuniber 
whofe curiofity to gain a more familiar know* 
fedge of fucccfsful writers, is not fo much 
pf^mpted by an opinion of their power to 
improve as to, delight, and who expedl from 
them not arguments againft vice, or diflerta- 
tions on temperance or juftice, but flights of 
wit, ftraias pf humour, and Tallies of pleafan* 
try, or, at leaft, acute remarks, nice diftintSi* 
ons, juftnefs of fentiment, and elegance o£ 
didtion. 

This cxpcftationis, indeed, fpecious and 
probable, and yet, fuch is the fate of all hu- 
man hopes^ that it is very often fruftrated, and 

G 2 thofc 
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thofe who raife admiration, by their books, dif* 
guft by the! r company. A man of letters for the 
moft part fpends, in the privacies of ftudy, that 
feafon of life in which the manners are to be. 
foftened into eafe, and polifti^d into degance> 
and, when he has gained knowledge enough to. 
be refpefted, has negleSed the minuter afls 
by which he might have pleafed. When he 
enters life, if of a weak and timorous temper, 
he is diffident and bafliful, from the know- 
ledge of his defefts ; or if he was born with 
fpirit and refolution, he is ferocious and arror 
gant from the confcioufnefs of his merit : he is 
cither diflipated by the awe ©f fuperior com- 
pany, and unable to aflemble his ideas, recoi- 
led! his reading, and arrange his arguments ; 
o" he is hot, and dogmatical, quick in oppo- 
iition, and tenacious in defence, difabled by 
his own violence, and confufed by his hafle 
to triumph. 

The graces of writing and eonverfation are 
of different kinds, and though he who excels 
in one might have been with opportunity and 
application equally fuccefsful in the other, yet 
as many ple^fe by extemporary talk, though 
utterly unacquainted with the more accurate 
method, and more laboured beauties, which 

com- 
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compofition requires -, fo it is very pofTible 
that men, wholly accuftomed to works of 
fludy, may want that readineis of conception, 
and affluence of language, always neceflaryto 
colloquial entertainment. They may want 
addreft to watch the hints which converfation 
offers for the difplay of their particular attain • 
mcntf, or they may be fo much unfiihufliecf 
wMi matter on common fubje£b,that difcourfc 
not profefledly literary glides over them as 
heterogeneous bodies, without admitting their 
conceptions to mix in the circulation. 

A Transition from an author's books ta 
bis converiation, is too often like an entrance 
i|itoa large city, after a diftant profpoft. Re- 
motely, we fee nothing but fpires of temples^ 
and turrets of palaces, and imagine it the re- 
fidence of fplendor, grandeur, and magnifi- 
cence ; but, when we have pafled the gates, 
we find it perplexed with narrow paflages, 
difgraced with defpicable cottages, embarraiTed 
with obftrudtions, and clouded with fmofce. 
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JSf ftuoub ubifior vitknm cdpia f ^jUffuk 
Sasanimpsf Jtrr. 



... I 



rTlfl£R£ is w> grie\^aiK$e^ puMtofe^'Hbii 
• 1 privals, of whidi, iinoe I todk *i£lpM 
me the office of a periodical sionitoF, I hivt 
lecdved (b nvmy, or fo earneft coinplaiAtSy 
as of the predomiaance of playi of a fytiit 
paffion for cards and dice^ which feeme to 
have' ovieitttttied^ %ot only the amMtioA'^f 
•xceilenoe, butttiedflfire-of^pkafure^ te^fiAflr 
cxtinguiflied t^ fltoies of the tevelf; ft$ H;9^* 
9« of the patriot 1 and threaten, iiv its further' 
progreTfi, to d^i'07 ril diftinftten*^ -fctjtji-of 
rank and fex^ to cruQ) dH -^mvlatfo^i)' Imt* 
tbat Dt ijraiid) t^ -eeirut^t ai^^&-c^a^s-<9f 
our peopte,^toie'4iitoeftofiB kavt> hy'theH-vif^ 
tue, the^f' indod^y) or their paifi^ny^ givxit' 
them ^ pow^ of ll^ng in e7el9Favaganee,4cHe'V 
nefs, and vice, and to leave them without 
knowledge, but of the modiih games, and with- 
QM% wiihes,^ but for luqk^ hands* 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE found, by long experience, that 
there are few enterprifes fo hopelefs as contefts 
with the fafhion, in which the oppontrftS' are 
not'otiif made confident hy thar irambersf 
and flrong by their union, but ttt hardened 
by contempt of their antagonift^ whom tbc^ 
nlway^ look upon as a wretch df ^low M^oiit^ 
cont^ra&ed views, mean conveitttioA, ntiA 
ftairrow fortune, who envies the eJc%atiom 
w^tch he cannot reach, who would gkdly 
imbi'tter the happincft ♦which his obfoarity^ 
his inelegance, ot bis indigence deny Mm t^ 
partake, and who has no othei* ^nd 1^ his ad- 
viecj than to revenge his oWA mortificay^ia 
bf' hindering thofe, whom theii^ birth fcnd 
tallc have fet ^bo^e tibem, from the enjoyment 
of their fuperiority, and bringing them down 
to a level with himfelf. 

Thou<^h I have never found tnyfdf much 
zth&td by this formidable cenfure, which I 
kave incurred often enough to be acquainted 
iR^th its full force, yet I (hall, in fdme mea« 
fare, obviate it en this occallion^ by offering 
very little in my own name, either of at^« 
ms6t% «r intreaty, fmce thofe who fulFer hf 

G 4 this 
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this general infatuation may be fuppofed beft 
able to relate its efiFe(Sls. 

SIR, 

THERE feems to be fo little inowlcdff 
left in the worlds and fo little of that 
reflei^Qn pradifed^ by which knowledge is 
to be gained, that I am in doubt, whether I 
ihall be underflood, when I complain of want 
of opportunity for thinking; -or whether a 
condemnation, which at prefent feems irre* 
verdble, to perpetual ignorance will raife any 
cornpaffion, either in you, or your readers : 
yet I will venture to lay my ftate before you, 
becaufe, I believe, it is natural, to moft minds, 
to. take fome pleafure in complaining of evils, 
pf which they have no reafon to be afhamed. 

• 
I AM the daughter of a man of great 
fortune, whofc diflSdence of mankind, and, 
fterba{^, the pleafure q( continual accumulation 
incline him to refide upon his own ^ate, and 
(o educate his children ia his own houie„ 
where I was bted, if not with the moft brilliant 
examples of virtue before my eyes, at leaft 
remote enough from any incitements to vice > 
9Rd, wanting neither leifure, nor books^ xior 

the 
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the acquaintance of fome perfons of leamii\S 
in tbe neighbourhood, I endeavour 'd to acquire 
fuch knowledge as might moft recommend 
flie.'to efteem,. and thought myfelf abla- 
te fupport a converiation upon moft of the 
fubje^ which my fex, and my conditions 
made it proper for me: to. under Aand. 

' I :HAb^ hefides my knowledge^ as my 
mamma and my maid told me, a very fine face» 
and elegant ihape, and with all thefe advantages 
had been feventeen months the reigning toaft 
for. twelve miles rounds and never came to the 
moolMy aflembly, but 1 heard: the old ladies 
that £u hy^ wiihing that it might endtmU^ and 
their daughters criticifmg my air, my features^ 
or ifay drefs. 

' Yau kaow> Mr Rambler, that ambition is 
natural to youth, and curiofity to underfiand* 
ing, and therefore, will hear,without wonder, 
.thafc.I w^ defirous to extend my vidories over 
thofe, who might give more honour to tbe 
conqueror; and that I found in a country 
life a continual repetition]of the fame pleafurct, 
wkidt wvs Aot fafficiemt to fill up the mind for 
the prefent, .or\ra»fe. .any expe^tions of the 
;.. G 5 future; 



foture ; .and^ iwiftconfefe tibjoui iia^lwm 
impatient for a iigjbt of Ac tbwn, andi ffled 
my thoughts mdi the dilcoireries iduck £ 
ihould mak^r the triui^>hsdiat I fhoukt oim 
lain, and the praifes that I flxHiki icceiv&ti 
. ■ , ■- ■ .. . 

At laft- th6 tlflie came» My x^attf yAqk 
liufband ha»a feat in parliament, and a place 
^: courty buried lier oidy ciiiMy aftd/bntFor 
meiofupptythelofi. Thehc^tlhatlimiM 
Jb far infimurtie myfetf iatb their favour^ as tat 
obtain a eonfideratde^augmentatioa of my fbp* 
tune, procured me eveiy drnvemenceformy 
d^Nuture^ witii-pseat t3(pddki<m ; and Itanili 
not amid A: all my tite(pom- forbear feme itk* 
dignation to fee vrtd^ vohat feadinefa tlie aa^ 
tural guardians of my virtue fold me t(>^ a flate^ 
which they thought more hazardous than it 
Really t?a(k, as foibn'M a ne^ aGceflioii of fortune 
^ittitfed in'1ibehr4»y^ 

' TnMt days I ttw u^ the roa^ ted M 
the fouAli moaning 11^ be^rt danced at tfae 
fight of London* I was fet do^fm at my aqnfa 
j^ ^temL- upon die fetne of adion*. I 
•xpeSkd {«dw^ from dl» Age and e»p d k i i €e 
^ my ftont^ ftbOie Mom^ prud^tial con- 
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du£k i huitf after the firft civilttes and firft tears 
were ovetf wattold what pit/ it was to have 
kfft fo fine X girl fo long in the country; for 
that people who did not begin young feldom 
dealt tbor cards handfonady» or pbycd them 
talerablf* 

Yovno perfons are cmnmonly inclined to 
iligM the remarks and counlcls of their eldew, 
I ^niledf perh^^ with too much contempt^ 
and was upon the point of telling her, that my 
liaie bad not been paft ui fuch trivial attain^ 
menta* But I foon found that things are to be 
MwMeA, not by the importance of their 
efR:&9 but the frequency of their ufe. 

A FEW days after^ my aunt g^ve me notice, 
that fome company, which (be had been fix 
weeks io coUeAing, was to meet that evening^ 
and flie expelled a finer ailembly than had 
been feen all the winter. She cxprefied this 
in die jargon of ^g^mefter, and, when I aiked 
an e]q;>lication of ber terms of art, wondered 
where I bad lived* I had already found my 
aunt Cj incapable of any rational conclufion, 
and fo ignorant of every thing, whether grea^ 
or little, that I had loft all regard Io her opinion^ 

G 6 and 
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tod dreffed myfelf wth great expe£bitions of 
^ an opportunity to difplay my chatrms among 
rivals, whofe competition wouH not dif- 
honour me. The company came in, and 
tfter the curfoiy compliments of falutation^ 
alike eafy to the loweft and the higheft undef-* 
Handing, what was the refult ? The cards 
Were broke dpeft, Ae parties were formed, 
the whole liigh't pafled in a game, upon which 
the young and old Wefe equaDy emplojred; 
nor was i able to attract an eye^ or gain an 
ear, but being compelled to play without fkill, 
I perpetually embarraiTed my partner, and fom 
perceived the contempt of the whole table ga* 
thering'upon me. 

I CANNOT but fafped^. Sit, thA this odious 
fafhion is produced by a confpiracy of the old, 
the ugly, and the ignorant, againft the young 
and beautiful, the witty and the gay, as a con- 
trivance to level all diftinSions of nature and 
of art, to confound the world in a chaos of 
folly, to take from thofe, who could outihine 
t'lem, all the advantages of mind and body, 
't)withold youth from its natural pleafiires, 
deprive wit of its influence, and beauty of its 
charms, to fix thefc hearts upon money, to 

which 
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triiich ve have hhherto been entitled, to fink 
life inCo a tedious unifonnity, and U> allow 
k no other bopes^ or fearsy but thoft of rob« 
bingt and being robbedr 

Bl pleaied^ Sir, to inform tho(e of my Ibt, 
nhohave minds capable of nobler fentimentsy 
diaty if diey will unite in vindication of their 
{ileafures and their prerogatives, they may fix 
a timet ^^ which cards ih^l cpafc to be ia 
£dhion, or be left only to thofe who have 
neidier beauty to be loved, nor fpirit to bf 
feared i neither knowledge to teach, nor mo- 
defty to learn i and who, having pafled their 
youth in vice, are juftly condemned to fpcnd 
their age in folly. 

I amy S I R^ i^c. 

Cleora. 

SIR, 

VEXATION will burft my heart, if I do 
not give it vent. As you publifh a paper^ 
I infift upon it, that you infert this in your 
next, as ever you hope for the kindnefs and 
encouragement of any women of tafle, fpirit, 
and virtue* I would have it publifhed to the 
world, how deferving wives are ufed by impe- 
rious coxcombs, that henceforth no woman 

may 
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may marry, who has not the patienAc of 
Qiixiselv Nay^ if even Grizzd had been 
married t» a gamefter^ her temper WouU nevdt 
have held out. A wretch that lofes his g/M 
humour and humanity along with his money, 
9nd will not allow enough from bii dwn Ex- 
travagances to fupport a woman of bttubnin 
theiieceffiiry amiifementsof lifeJ'^^Wby do^ 
AOt he eipniflioy his wife head to make a figii^ 
iti parliamenty raoft an eflate, and get a tkk I 
That< Would be fitter for ^e mafter of a £utii« 
fjr, than rattling a n6i^y dice^boK^ and then he 
Ihi^ indulge his wife in ii few fli^t eKpencet 
)ixld degant dhrerfioiis. 

What if I was unfortunate at Bi^g -?«** 
fliould he not have ftaycd to fee how luck 
*w6uld turn another time ? Inftead of that, 
what does he do, but picks a quarrel, up- 
braids me with lofs of beauty, abufts my ac- 
quaintance, ridicules hty play, and infuitt Ay 
finderfemdiflg; %$, forfooth, that women 
have not heads enough to play with any thing 
but dolls, and that they fhould be employed in 
things proportionable to their underftknding^ 
keep at home, and mind family afiair^ 

I t)0 ftayat home, Sir, and all the town 

knows 
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fcnowBl am- at home every Sunday. I have bad 

fix routs this wititer^and feitt out ten padis of: 

conlsinihldtationsto prbrate parties As for 

maaagemcnt) i am. &re 'he cannot. ^1 mO 

csuraxoiiftnt^ or ikf I do mytmuid mjr funily*. 

The d^tkliliai am- out at nurfe in villages a» 

ohflap at nay tKio litdG brats can be kept^ nor 

liave I 'Mm - fi»n Jihen» fince ^ fb he has no 

ttotibk about 'tfttftk. i The fervanis live at 

boardwages* My own dikuiers come from tho 

Thatch'd hoi^ ; and I have never paid a 

fenny for any thing I have bought fince I waa 

married. As for play, I do think I may^ 

kideedy indulge in that, now I am my own 

ni&Hh^, Papa made me drudge at whtft 'tili 

I was*€u«d of it \ and, far from wanting a head^ 

Kfr Hoyle,. when he had not given me above 

fbfty leflbnsy faid I was one of his beft fcho* 

lats^ I thought then with myfelf, that, if 

oiice I wtis at liberty, I would leave play, and 

take to reading romances, things fo forbidden 

at our houfc, andfo railed at, that itwasim- 

poffible nor to fancy them very charming. 

Moft fortunately, to fave me from abfolute 

undutifulnefs, juft as I was married came dear 

Brag into fafhion, and ever fmce it has been 

the joy of my life 5 fo eafy, fo chearful and 

cardlei^ fo void of thought^ and fo genteel ! 

•/I Who 
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Who can help loving it I Yet die perfidious 
thing has ufed mo very ill of late, and to* 
morrow I fliould have changqi it for. Faro.. 
But, oh ! this deteftable to-morrowy. a thing: 
always expelled, and never foun()-^ Within 
tfiis few hours muft I be draggol into die 
country, llie wretch. Sir, left me in a fity 
^ich his threatcnings. haid occafioned, and 
unmercifully ordered a poft*chaiie. Stay I 
cannot, for money I have none, and credit I 
cannot get B ut I will make the. monkey 
play with me at picquet upon the road for all 
I want* I am ahnoft fure to beat him, and 
his debts of honour I know he will pay. Then 
who can tell but I mzy ftill come b^ck and 
conquer lady Packer i Sir, you need not 
print this laft fcheme, and, upon fecond 

thoughts, you may Oh diftraSion ! the 

poft.chaife is at the door. Sir, publifh what 
you will, only let it be printed without a 
name. • 
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Numb. 16. Saturday, May 12, 1750. 



-Multis dicendi copia torrensj 



Etfua martifera eft facundia^-''^ Juv- 

S IR, 

I AM the modeff young man whom you fa- 
voured with your advice, in a late paper ; 
and, as I am very far from fufpeding that you 
forefaw the numberkfs inconveniences which 
I have, by following it, brought upon myfelf, 
I will lay my condition open before you,, for 
you feem bound to extricate me from the per* 
plexities, in which your counfel, however 
innocent in the intention, has contributed to 
involve me* 

You told me,as you thought,to my comfort, 
that a writer might eafily find means of in* 
troducing his genius to die world, for the 
prejs of England was opm* This I have now 
fatally experienced ; the prefs is, indeed, open, 

FacUis defcenfus Avemi^ 
Neiffis atque dies patet atri janua Ditis^ 

The means of doing hurt to ourfelves are 

al- 
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always at hand. I immediately fent to a 
printer, and contra<Sled with him for an ini- 
preffiorv of feveral thoufands of my pamphlet. 
While it was at the prefs, I v/as feldom abfent 
from the printing-houfe, and continual^ ut^ 
the woikmer to hafte, by folicitations, promt- 
fes, and rewards. From the day aH other 
plcafr.rcs were excluded, by the delightful em- 
ployment of correSing the fheets 5 ami from 
llie -ni{;;ht fleep was generally banifhed, by 
anticipations of the happinefs^ which every 
'hour was bringing nearer. 

At lafttbe timcof publicatian approached 
and my heart beat with the raptures of ati 
author, I was -above all little precaiiti6im 
»nd^ in defiance rf envy, or of crttkrifhi, fct 
my name upon die title, without fufiicientiy 
confidering, that what has once pafied th« 
prefs IS irrevocable, and that though the print- 
ing-houfc may properly be compared to the 
infernal regions, for the facility of its entrance, 
and die difficulty with which authors return 
from it ; yet there is this difference, that a 
great genius can never return to bis former 
ftate, by a happy draw^t of the waters of 
oblivion, 

I AW 
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I AM now, Mr Rambler, known to be 
an wtb<^^ and am condemned, irreverfi- 
}jly condemned, to all the miferies of high 
xeputatim* The firft morning after pub- 
lication my friends ailembled about me ; 
I Relented each, as is ufual, with a copy 
of my .book* They lobked into the firft pa- 
gen bttt inere hindered, by their admiration^ 
6?om reding ferther. The firft pages are, in-* 
deed, very elaborate. Some paflages they 
particularly dwelt upon» as* more eminent!/ 
beaotifu) than the reft ; and fome more ddi^ 
^e ftr^kes^ aiyl fecret elegancies, I pointed 
a^t ti|il^im,\ which had efcaped their obienrt^' 
fioru iliietl begged of, them: to forbear their 
^^mpSmofttv and inarkaed them, IcouU not 
40 kC9> (0 dine with me atti tavern. After 
diAnef, the book was. refumed; but their prai« 
fcs very often fo much overpowered my mo*; 
dcfty, that I was forced to put about the glafs, 
tf^ had ^£en no m^ns of reprefBiig the da- 
HKHirs oftheiradmiratiun, but by thundering tti 
the drawer for another bottle 

NxxT morning another fet of my acqaaift- 
timce oox^ratulatedme upon my performance^ 
with ;fudi importunity of praUC) that I waft' 

again 



140 The R A M B L E R. N<> 16, 

flgain forced to obviate their civilities by a 
treat* On the third day I had yet a greater 
number of applauders to put to fdehce in the 
fame manner^ and, on the fourth, thofe whom 
I had entertained the firft day came agatDf 
having, in the perufai of the remaining part 
of tlie book, difcovcred fo many forcible feo- 
tences and mafterly toiicht s, that it was^impbt 
fible for me to bear the repetition of their com* 
mendations. I^ therefore, perfuaded them 
once more to adjourn to the tavern, and choofe 
halt other fubjeft, on vi^hich I might fhareia 
the converfation. But it was not in their 
power to withold their attention from my per*' 
formance, which had • fo tntirely taken poA' 
feffion of their . minds, that no intreaities of 
mind could change their topick, and I was^ 
obliged to ftifle, with claret, that pratfe, which 
neither my modefiy could hinder, nor my 
uneafmefs redrefs. 

The whole week was thus fpent in a kind 
of literary revel, and I have now found that 
nothing is fo expenfive as great abilities, unlefs 
there is join'd with them an infatiable eager- 
ntts of praife ; for to efcape from the pain of 
hearing myfdf exalted above the greateft names 
dead and living of the learned world, it has. 

al- 
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already coft me two hogflieads of port, fifteen 
gallons of arrack, (en dozen of claret, and 
five and forty bottles of champagne. 

I WAS refoTved to flay at home no longer, 
and,therefore,rore early and went to the cofiee- 
houie i but found that I had now made my-> 
felf too eminent for happinefs, and that I was 
no longer to enjoy the pleafure of mixing, 
upon equal terms, with the refl of the world. 
As foon as I enter the room, I fee part of the 
company raging with envy, which they endea- 
vour to conceal, fometimes with the appear- 
ance of laughter, and fom:times with that of 
contempt; but the difguife is fuch, that I 
can difcover thefecrct rancour of their hearts, 
and as envy is defcrvedly its own punifhment, 
I frequently indulge myfclf in tormenting 
them with my preience. 

But though there may be fome flight fatif- 
faAion received from the mortiiication of my 
enemies, yet my benevolence will not fufter 
me to take any pleafure in the terrors of my 
friends. I have been cautious, fmce the ap- 
pearance of my work, not to give my felf more 
premeditated airs of fuperiority, than the moft 
rigid humility might allow. It is, indeed, 

not 
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not impeffible that I may femetimes have hU 
down my opinion, in a manner that fhewed t • 
confcioufneis of my ability to m^ntain it, 
or interrupted the converfation, when I few 
its tendency, without fuffering the fpeaker to 
wafte his time in explaining his (entiments i 
and, indeed, I did indulge myfelf for two days 
in a cuftom of drumming with my fingers, 
when the company began to lofc themfelves 
in abfurdities, or to encroach upon iiLibje<% 
which I knew them unqualified to difcufs. 
But I generally afled with great appcarancJe of 
refpe<9;, even to thofe whofe ftupidity I pitied 
in my heart. Yet, notwithflanding this ex. 
emplary moderation, fo univerfal is the dread 
of uncommon powers, and fuch the unwil- 
lingneft of mankind to be made wifer, that I 
have now for fomc days found myfelf fhun* 
ncd by all my acquaintance. If I knock at a 
door, no body Is at home ; HF I enter a coffee- 
houfe, I have the box to myfelf. I live in the 
town like a lion in his de(art, or an eagle on 
his rock, too great for friendfhip or fociety, 
and condemned to folitude, by unhappy eleva- 
tion, and dreaded afcendency. 

Nor is my charadter only formidable to* 
others, but burdcnfomcto mylcIP. I natural- 
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ly love to talk without much thinking, to 
fcatter my merriment at random, and to relax 
my thoughts with ludicroys remarks and fan* 
cjful images ; but fucb is now the importance 
of my opiiiiont that I am afraid to offer it, 
leftf by being eftablifhed too haftily into a 
maxim, it (hould be the occafion of error 
to half the nation ; and fuch is the expectation 
with which I am attended^ when I am going 
to fyoak^ that I frequently paufe to refled 
whe^er what I am about to utter is worthy of 
myfelf. 

This, Sir, is fufficiently mirerable,but there 
are ftill greater calamities behind. You muft 
have read how men of parts have had their 
doiets rifled,and their cabinets broke openatthe 
infiigation of piratical bookfellers, for the pro- 
fit of their works ; and it is apparent,that there 
are many prints now fold in the (hops, of men 
whom you cannot fufpe£t of fitting for that 
purpofe, and whofe likenefies muft have been 
certainly fiolen when their names made their 
faces vendible. Thefe confiderations at firft 
put me on my guard, and I have, indeed, 
. found fufficient reafon for ray caution,for I have 
:>di(covered many people examining my counte- 
nance, with a curiofity that (hewed their in- 

ten- 
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tention to draw it; I immediatelf left the 
houfe, but find the fame bdiaviour in another. 

' Others may be perfecuted^ but I am 
hunted ; I have good reafon to beliere that 
eleven painters are now dogging me, for they 
know that he who can get my face firft will 
make his fortune. I often change my wig, 
and wear my hat over my eyes, by which I 
hope feme what to confound them ; foryo<i 
know it is not fair to fell my face, without ad- 
mitting me to fharc the pr(^t. 

I AM, however, not fo much in pain for my 
fiice as for my papers, which I dare neither 
carry with me nor leave behind. I have, in- 
deed, taken fome meafures for their preferva- 
tion, having put them in r.n iron chdl, and 
fixed a padlock upon my dofet. I change 
my lodgings five times a week, and always 
remove at the dead of night. 

Thus I live, in c<5nfequence of Ii^vlng 
given too great proojs of a predominant genius, 
in the folitude of a hermit, with the anxiety of 
a mlfer, and the caution jof an'outlaw ; afraid 
to fhew my face, left it fliould be copied > 
afraid to fpeak, lefl I Ihould injure my cha- 

rafter, 
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ra£ler, and to write left my corrcfpondcnts 
fliould publifb my letters ; always uneafy left 
my fervants fliouM fteal my papers for the 
iake of money 9 or my friends for that of * the 
publick. This it is to foar above the reft of 
mankind ; and this reprefentation I lay before 
yo«, that I may be informed how to diveft 
myfelf of the laurels which are fo cumber- 
fome to the wearer, and defcend to the enjoy* 
ine^it of that quiet from which I find a writer 
of the firft cla(s fo fatally debarred. 

MiSELLUS. 

* Numb. 17. Tuf.sdav, May 15, 175a. 

■ « Ale non oracula certum^ 

S$d morscertafaclt, Lucak. 

IT is recorded of fomc caftcrn monarch, 
that he kept an officer in his houfe, whofe 
employ ment it was- to remind him of his mor- 
tality, by calling out every morning, at a 
ftatedbour; Remember ^ princij that thoujhalt 
die. And the contemplation of the frailncfi 
and uncertainty of our prcfent ftate appeared of 
fo much importance to Solon of Athens, that 
he left this precept to future ages ; Keep thint 
ryefixfd irf>(m the end of life. 

H A K112-. 
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• 

A FREquENT and attentive profpeft of 
that hoar, which niuft put a period to all out 
fchbmes, and deprive us of all our acquifitjons^ 
is, indeed, of the utmoft efficacy to the juft 
and rational difpofition of our affairs, and thU 
wife and happy regulation of our lives j nor 
would ever any thing wicked, or often any 
thing abfurd, be undertaken or profecuted 
by him who fhould begin evtry day wift 
a ferious reflection, that be is born to die. 

The diflurbers of our happinefs, in this 
world, are ourdefires, our griefs, and our fears, 
^^nd to all thefe, the frequent confideration of 
death is^z certain and adequate remedy. 
Think, fays.Epiftetus, frequently on poverty, 
banifhment, afnd death, and thou wilt then 
never indulge any violent defire, or give up 
thy heart to ^y mean fettttment, ^hii^olt i»- 

■ 

That the maxim of Epi^tus is founded 
on juft obfervation will eaifily be granted, 
when we reflcft, how that vehemence of 
cagernefs after the common objefts of perfuit 
is kindled in ouf minds. We reprefent to 

Our- 
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tsurfelves the picafures of fome future pof« 
(effion, and fufFer our thoughts to dwell atten* 
tivdy upon it, till it has wholly ingrofled the 
imagination, and ^nnits us not to conceive 
any other happinefs than its attainment, or 
any other mifery than its lofs; every other 
iatisfa£Uoa which the bounty of providence 
las fcattered over life is neglected as inconfi- 
derable, in comparifon of the great objoSt 
^hich we have placed before us, thrown from 
ti8 as incumbering our adivity, or trampled 
under foot as {landing in our way. 

^VEKY man has experienced, how much 
of this ardour has remitted, when a iharp or 
tedious ficknefs has fet death before his eyes. 
The extenfive influence of greatnefs, thfc 
glitter of wealth, the praifes of admirers, and 
the attendance of fupplicants, have appeared 
vain and empty things, when the laft hour ha$ 
(eemed to be approaching ; and the fame ap- 
pearance they would always have, if the fame 
thought was always predominant. We fhould 
then find the abfurdity of ftretching out our 
arms inceflantly to grafp that which we cannot 
keep, and wearing out our lives in endeavours 
to add new turrets to the fabrick of ambition, 
when tlie foundation itfelf is ihaking, and 

H 2 - the 
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the ground on which it {lands is mouldering 
away. 

All <!nvy ' is proportionate to defirc j wc 
aie uneafy at the attainments of another, ac- 
cording as we think our own happincis 
would be advanced by the addition of that 
which he wiiholds from us ; and, therefore 
whatever deprefles immoderate wifhes, will, 
at the fame time, fet die heart free from the 
corrofion of envy, and exempt us from that 
A ice, which is, above moft others, torment- 
ing to ourfelves, hateful to the world, and 
produflive of mean artifices, and fordid pro- 
jcvSls. He that confiders how foon he muft 
clofe his life, will find nothing of fo much im- 
pprtaixce as to clofe it well ; and will, there- 
fore, look with indifference upon whatever is 
ufelels to that purpofe. Whoever refledls fre- 
quently upon the uncertainty of his own du- 
ration, will eafily find out, that the ftate of 
others is not more permanent, and that what 
can confer nothing on himfelf very defiraBle» 
cannot fo much improve the condition of a 
rival, as to make him, in any great degree, 
fuperior to thofe from whom he has carried 
the prize, a prize too mean to excite a very 
obftinate oppofition. 

Even 
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Even grief, that pafEon, to which the 
virtuous and tender mind is more particularly 
fubje£t, will be obviated, or alleviated, by the 
iame reflexion. It will be obviated, if all 
the bleffing^ of our condition are enjoyed 
widi a conftant fenfe of the uncertain tenure 
by vefaich they are held : If we remember, 
that whatever we pofleis is to be in our hands 
, but a very little time, and that the little, which 
ourmoft lively hopes can promife us, may be 
made Icfs, by ten thoufand accidents, we 
ihall not much repine at a lofs, of which we 
cannot eftimate the value, bu'r of whieh> 
tliough wc cannot tell the leaft amount, we 
know, with, fufEcicnt certainty, the greatcff> 
and r.re convinced that the greatcili^ not mucli 
to be regretted. 

' But, if any paffion has fo much ufurped 
our underftanding, as not to fufFer us to en« 
j6y our advantages with the moderation pre- 
fcrib^ by reafon and by virtue, it is not 
too late to iapply this remedy, when we find 
ourfelves finking under forrow, and inclined 
to pine for that which is irrecoverably vanifhed^ 
We may then ufefuUy revolve the uncertainty 
of our own condition, and the folly of la^' 

H 3 mcnt* 
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mentingthat from which, if it had flayed a 
little longer, we fhwild ourfelves baye been 
t4kcn away. 

« 

With regard to the ibarpeft and nxolh 
melting forrow^ that which arifei from the lots . 
of thole whom we have loved with teodempfit 
it may be obferved, that friendihip between * 
mortals can be contra£led on no ether terms^. 
than that one muft fometime mourn for the; 
other's death : And this grief will alwiQr^,* 
yield to the furvivcr one confolation proporti-r 
onate to his affiidtion ; for the pain» whatever 
it be, that be himfelf feels, bis friend has' 
efcaped. 

Nor is fear, the moft overbearing and re- 
ftftlefs of all our paffions, lefs to be temperated., 
by this umverfal medicine of ijie mind. The 
frequent contemplation of death, as it (bows 
the vanity of all human good, difcovers like- 
wife the lightnefs of all tcrreftriaj evil, which^ 
certainly, can laft no longer than the fubjedl 
upon which it afts, and, according to the old 
obfervation, mufl be fliorter> as it is more vi- 
olent. The moft cruel calamity, which mif- 
fortuns can produce> muft, by the ncceiSty of 
nature^ be quickly at w epd- The foul cannot ^ 

long 
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l«ng be held in prtfiiDy but will fly away$ 
and leave a lifdefi body tp human malice. 

l UditfUifui ludihri^ trunci* 

The utmoft tbpt we cai) threaten to one ana- 
ther is that death, which, indeed^ we may 
precipitate, but cannot retard, and from 
which, therefore, it cannot become a wife 
mm to buy a reprieve at the expence of his 
virtiie, (ince he knows not how fmall a porti* 
on of time he can purchafe, which, whether 
ihort or long, will be made left valuable by the 
remembrance of the price by which it has been 
obtained. He is fure that be deftroys his 
happinefs, but is not fure that he lengthens 
bis life. 

-Tus kno^yn (hortncfs of life, as it ought 
to moderate our paffions, may likewife, with, 
equal propriety, contract our defigns. There 
IS not time for the moft forcible genius, and 
moft a£tiye indufiry, to extend its efFe£ts 
beyond a certain fphere. To proje£l the con- 
queft of the world, is the madnefs of fome 
q^hty princes \ to hope for excellence in 
fvery fcience, has been the folly of fome men 
of uncommon genius; and both have found, 
^. W^ tlM.they b^ye panted for a bright, of 
; H 4 cnii- 



152 The RAMBfLER! N^i;.' 

eminence denied to humanity, and have loft 
many opportunities of oiaking themfelves ufe- 
ful and h^ppy, by a vain ambition of obuining 
a fpecies of honour, which the eternal laws of 
providence have placed beyond the regch of 
man. 

The mifcarriages of the great defigns of 
princes are recorded in the hiftories of the 
world, but when they are read, are of- little* 
ufe to the bulk of mankind, who (cem very 
little interefted in admonitions againft errors^ 
which they cannot commit. But the fate of 
literary ambition h a proper fubjeft for every 
fcholar to confider ; for who has not had occa- 
fion to regret the diffipation of great abilities 
in a boundlcfs multiplicity of perfuits, to la- 
ititni* the Tudden defertion of many excellent 
dcf.gn^, upon the offer of fome other fubjefl", 
made more inviting by its noveltj', and to ob- 
jfcrve the inaccuracy and deficiencies of works' 
left urifiniflied by too great an extehrion of the 
plan? . 

It is always pleafmg to obferve, how much 
more our minds can conceive, than our bodies 
can perform J yet it is our duty, while we 
continue in this complicated ftate, toregiriate 

one 



N«^i7. The RAMBLER, t^^ 

one part of our compofition by fbme regarcf 
ta the other. Wc are not to indulge our cor- 
poreal appetites with pleafures that impair our 
intdlefhial vigour, nor gratify our minds with 
fchemes which we know our lives muft fail in 
attefnptii^ to execute. The uncertainty of our 
duration ought at once to fet bounds to our 
defigns, and add incitements to our induftry; 
mAiAieii we find ourfelves inclined either ta 
itnmMRty in our fchemes, or fluggiihnefs in 
our endeatours, we may either check, or ani** 
ihate, ourfelves, by recdleding, with the fa- 
ther of phyfic, that art is hng^ and life isfiort* 

, T TTTTTTtT'TTTTT*^t'tVt TTT Tt T tTTTV 

Numb. i8,JSatuiiday, May 19, 175c. • 

IKcmatre carentilus 
JPrswgnis fnulter tetnperat inwcens^ 
Nee dotata regit virum 
Conjuxy nee mtidofidit aduhero\ 

Dos eft magna parentum 
Virtus^ et metuens aherius tori 

Certo fee dire cajlitas. Ho R • 

THERE is no obfervation more frequently 
made by fuch as emploj . themfelvcs 
in fvprveying the conduft of itaankind, thafr 

H 5 that 
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that marriage, though the di^te of nature, 
and the inftitutio? of providence, i$ yet very 
ofren the caufe of mifery, ami that thoie who , 
enter into that ftate can feldom forbear to 
exprefs their repentance of the fotty, apd their 
envy of tboTe whom ei^er chance or cauttOQ 
has witheld from iC 

This gpneral unhappioe& has givea occafi-r . 
optomany ia^ xnajoms amodg Uieierlou^ 
and fmsirt renwks among the gay i the mo- 
r^ift and the writer of epigrams have equal- 
ly ihown their abilities upon it i fome have Isi-. 
mented, aiid fome have ridiculed it; but as 
the faculty of' writing ttis been chiefly a 
mafculine endowment, the reproach of 
making the world miferable baabten alwa^ 
thrown upon the women, and the grave and 
the merry have equally thought themfdves at 
liberty to conclude either wifli declamatory 
complaints, of fatirjcal Cj^fiirps of female fol- 
ly or ficklenefs, ambition or cruelty, ei^rtrava- 
gaice or lufl. 

Led by fuch a number of examples, and 
incited by ir\y flj^? in ihe^ common intereft, \ 
lbnvetime$ venture tp. qQijfidqr this univeffa^ 
||^iey,ani:e^ %Yinjj; ejvJwpi^rod tp diveft my 

heart 
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heart of all partiality, and place myfelf as a 
kuid of neutral being between the fexes, 
^hoie clamours, if we attend only to the 
^orld paffing before us, being equally loud, 
and vented on both fides with all the vehe- 
menc^ of diilrefs^ ^l the apparent confidence 
pf ji^ftice, ^d all the indignation of injure^ 
virtue,, ieem therefor^ entitled to equal regard. 
The mpn have, indeed, by their fuperiority of 
w^ritingy been able to qoUedt the evidence of 
J9a^^)]^ age^ ^d raife prejudices in their favour 
ky. ^^ M^fHira^e teftimonics of philofophers, 
l^yii^riaQs and.P9ets. But the pleas of the la^ 
dies appeal to pailions of more forcible opera- 
.^ion.th^n tJ^.rcYerence of antiquity ; if they 
^lAYe i)<h/p grf^t naipfs g^ their fide, they 
•1111^1 ftiong^r argiHiH^its ; it is to little pur- 
#iCifelaklt:^>Qcratcs, or Ejii-jpid^s, are produced 
^Igajfift IJie figbs of fo^ejs, and the tears ^f 
iieauty. The moft frigid and inexorable judge 
-wtn^ld^ at le^ft) ftand fMfjpf nd^d between equ^l 
powers, as Lucan was perplexed in the deter- 
mination of the caufe, wher^ (he deities were 
4m one fide, and Cato on the c^hpf. 

But I9 who have long ftudied the fevereft 
and moft abflra^lied {^ilofopby, have now> in 
.the cod Rtaturity of life, iu:riv^.t9^ fuch con^- 

H 6 mand 
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inand over my paffions, tbzt I can hear the vo- 
ciferations of either fex without catching any 
of the fire from diofe that utter diem. For I 
have found, by long experience, that a man 
will fometimes rage at his wife, when in real!*- 
ty his miflrefs has offended him ; and a lady 
complain of the cruehy of her hufbahd, when 
ihe has no other enemy than bad cards. I do 
not fufFer myfelf now to beany longer impofed 
upon by oaths on one fide, or fits on the other } 
nor when the hufband haftens to the taveniy 
and the lady retires to her dofet, am I alws^ 
confident that they are driven to it by dieir 
miferies ; fince I have fometimes reafon to be 
licve, that they purpofenot fo much- to footh 
their forrows, as to animate their fiiry. But 
how little credit foever may be given to porti* 
cular accufations, the general acculnulatiott 
of the charge fhews, with too much evidence^ 
that married perfons are not very often advan- 
ccd in felicity j and, therefore, it may be pro- 
per to examine at what avenues fo many evils 
have made their way into the world. With 
this purpofe, I have reviewed the lives of my 
friends, who have been leafl fuccefsful in con- 
nubial contrads, and attentively confidered by 
what motives they were incited to marry, and 
by what principles they regulated their choice. 

On£ 
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One of the firft of my acquaintances that 
refolved to quk the unfettled thoughtleft con<» 
dkk>n of -a batchelor was Prudentias, a man 
of (low paitS) but not without knowledge or 
jMgm^t in things which he had letfure to 
confider gradually before he determined them. 
Whenever we met at a tavern, it i4ras his pro- 
vince to fettle the fcheme of our entertain* 
mcn^ contrail with the cook, and inform us 
when we had called for wine to the fum origi- 
nally propofed. This grave confiderer found 
by deep meditation that a man was no loicr by 
xharrying early, even though he contented 
himfelf vrith a lefs fortune ; for eflimating the 
exa£t worth of annuities, he found that, con- 
fidering the conftant diminution of the value 
of life, with the probable fidl of the intereft of 
money, it was not worfe to have ten thoufand 
pounds at the age of two and twenty years, 
than a much larger fortune at thirty ; for nu- 
ny -opportunities^ iays he, occur of improving 
money, which if a man mifles, he may not 
afterwards recover. 

Full of thefe refledions he threw his eyes 
about him, not in fearchof beauty, or elegance, 
or dignity, or tmderftanding, but of a woman 

with 
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with ten thoufand pounds. Such a woman, 
in a wealthy part of the kingdom, it was not 
very dificult to find ; and by artful manage* 
ment with her father, whoft ambiuon ws^ 
to make bis daughter a gentlpwoman^ tnj 
friend got her, as be bi>afted to ms in oioir 
dence two days after his marriag^, fo^ a fet? 
tlement of feveixty three pounds » year lel^ A9$ 
her fortune might have claimed, and le& iim 
he would himfeff have giyevy if the^ foo)s M 
been but wife enough to delay the barguiit 

Thus, at once delig^ited with the fuperiorir 
ty of his parts, and the augmentation of his 
fortune, he carried Furia to his own bpufi^. in 
which he never afterwards enjoyed one.hottr 
of bappinelEs. For Furia wa9 a wr^ieh.gf 
mean io^eUe^, violent paffion^, ^ ftroi)( 
voice, and low education* without any fexiSf 
of happinefe but that which cooAfted 'm eatings 
aod .counting, money. Furia was.» f^fM^ 
Tbcy agreed in the defire of wealths, but wHb 
this diSerexic^. that Prude^tius was/qr growr 
ing rich by gain, Furia by paribnony* Pni? 
dentius would venture his money with chan- 
ces very much in his favour ; but. Furia very 
jnrifdy obfe^ing. that what, they had . was* 
whiie dity hedikj^tjfa'riwtty thou^t alltraffick 

too 
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too great a hazard, and was for putting it out 
at low intereft) upon good fccurity. Pruden- 
tiu3 ventured, however, to infure a ihip, at 
a very unreafonable price, but happening to 
loTe his money, was fo tormented with* the 
clamours of his wife, that he never durft try a 
iecond experiment. He has now grovelled 
feiren and forty years under Furia's dire^^ion, 
who has never mentioned him, fince his bad 
luck, by any other name than that of tbi 
infurer. 

Thb next that married from our fociety 
W^ Florentius. He happened to fee Zephyretta 
in a chariot .9t a horfe-r^ce, danced with her 
^ oi^ht', was. confirm^ in hi» firft ardour^ 
mXyiA on her next morjning, and declared 
himftlf her lover. Florentius had not know- 
le^ enough of the world, to diftinguiib be» 
twccn the flultqr of coquetry, and the fpright* 
Iioei3 of wit| or between thq fn>ile of allure- 
8)ent» and that of chearfulnefs. He was foon 
ijif^k^d- from his rapture by convl£lion that his 
pleafuro was but the pleafure of a day* Ze- 
phyretta bad in four and twenty hours fpent 
b(;r ftock of repartee, gjone round the circle of 
h^x ?!\vsy aad had nothing remaining for him 
fmt childi(h infipidity, or for herft^lfs but tliQ 

prac- 
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pra£lice of the fame artifices upon new men; 
by which (he is every day bringing contempt 
upon them both. 

Melissus was a man of parts, capableof 
enjoying, and of improving life. He had 
paiTed through the various fcenes of gaycty 
with that indifference and pofTeffion of bim- 
(elf, natural to men who have fomething high- 
er and nobler in their profpefl. Retiring to 
fpend the fummer in a village little frequented, 
he happened to lodge in the fame houfe with 
lanthe, and was unavoidably drawn to fome 
acquaintance, which her wit and politenefs foon 
invited him to improve. Having no opportu- 
nity of any other company, they werei always 
together; and, as ^ey owed their pleafures to 
each other, they began to forget that any plea- 
fure was enjoyed before their meeting • Me- 
liffus from being delighted with her company, 
quickly began to be uneafy in her abfence, 
and being fufficiendy convinced of the force of 
her underftanding, and finding, as he imagi- 
ned, fuch a conformity of temper as declared 
them formed for each other, he addreiled her as 
a lover, after no very long courtfhip obtained 
her for his wife, and brought her next winter 
to town in triumph* 

Now 



N<^i8.. The RAMBLER. 161 

Now began their infelicity. Melifllis had 
only fecn her in one fcene, where there was no 
variety of ofcjc6ts, to produce the proper ex- 
citements to contrary dcfircs . They had both 
loved folitude and reflection, where there was 
nothing but folitude and reflection to be lov- 
cd, but when they came into ptiblick life, 
Janthe difcovered thofe paflions which accident 
rather than hypocrily had hitherto concealed* 
ShewaSy indeed, nor without the power of 
thinking, for that he would havedetedled, but 
was wholly without the exertion of that 
power, when either gayety, or fplendour, 
played on her imagination* She was expen* 
five in her diveriions, vehement in her pafli- 
ons, tniatiate of picafure however dangerous to 
ber reputation, and eager of applaufe hy 
whomfoever* it might be given. This was 
the wife which Melifllis the philofopher found 
in his retiranent, and froni%hom be txpcSt^ 
«d an aflbciate in his ftudies, and an affiftant to 
his virtues, 

I 

Prosapius, upon die death of his young- 
er brother, that the family might not be ex- 
ttnft, married his houfekeeper, and has ever 
iihce been complaining to his friends that mean 

notions 
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notions are inftilled into his children 9 that .he 
is afhamed to fit at his own table, and that his 
houfe is uneafy to him for want of fuitaUe 
companions. 

A V ARo, mafter of a very large eftate, took 
a woman of bad reputation, recommended to 
him by a rich uncle, who made that mar* 
riage the condition on which he iboul4 be hii 
heir. Avaro now. wonders to perceive hijr 
own fortune, his wife's, and his uncle's^ in- 
fufficient to give him that happinefs which ii 
to be found only with a woman of virtue. 

I intend to treat in more papers on this inr 
portant article of life, to relate the reafops, 
ybich influenced not only others of myfriei^dsi 
but fome ladies whom I have known, ip the; 
choice of an infeparable companion, and givf 
account of more caufes which have difap* 
pointed the l^ppfplof lovej^s. I fhall, there- 
fpr^. majlpe jop reflexion upon thefe hiflorj^i 
except that all whom 1 have mentioned fail* 
ed to obtain happinefs, for want of confider- 
Spg that marriage is the ftridleft tye of perpe- 
tual friendfhip ; that there can be no friend* 
ihip without; confidence, and no confidence 
A^thoiit integrity^ and that he nauft expeft 

to 
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to be wretched, who pays to beauty, riches^ 
or politene(s, that regard which only virtue 
and piety can claim. 

}ivHB* iq. Tuesday May 2a, 1750* 

Dum U cauJUicum^ dum te modo rhttfra fingilj 

Et noH diCirnisj Taure, quidfffi velis^ 
Pdeos iif Priami trdnftt^ vel Neftorb ata$f 

Etferumfuirat jam tibi dijinert.'-^ 
Ejay agiy rumpi moras j quQ U fp^Slabimus 
ufquif 
Dum quid Jts dubitasj jam petes ejft mhiU 

Mart, 

IT is never without very melancholy reflcsd* , 
ons, that we can obferve the mifcondudly 
Of mifcarriag^, of thoie vosxi^ who U,^m^ by 
tbe force of underftanding, or extent of know- , 
hdge> exempted from the gjuneral frailties of 
human nature, and privileged fi:om the com- 
mon infelicities of life. Though the world is 
crowded with fcenes of calamity, we look, 
for the moft part, upon the g^fieral mafs c^ 
wretchedneft with very little regard, and fix . 
ojur eyes upon the ftate of particular perfon^^ 
whom the eminence of their cjualities mark^ ^ 

out 
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out from the multitude; as, in reading an 
account of a battle, we feldom refle£t on the 
vulgar heaps of flaughter, but follow the heroi 
with our whole attention, thiough all the va- 
rieties of his fortune, without a tliought of 
the thoufands that are Sailing round him* 

With the fame kind of anxious vencra- 
tioi^I have for many years been making obfer- 
vations on the life of Polyfilus, a man whom 
all his acquaintances have, from his firft ap- 
pearance in the world, feared for the quicknefi 
of his difcernment, and admired for the multi- 
plicity of his attainments, but whofe progrcfs 
in life, and ufefulnefs to mankind has, perhaps^ 
been hindered by the fuperfluity of his know- 
ledge, and the celerity of his mind. 

PoLYPHiLUS was remarkable,at the fchool^ 
for furpaiEng all his companions, without any 
vifible application, and at the iiniverHty was 
dlftinguilbed equally for his fuccefsful progreft 
as well through the rough and thorny mazes of 
fcience, as the fhiooth and flowery path of po- 
liter literature, without any ftri6l confinement 
to hours of ftudy, or any remarkable forbear- 
ance of the conunon amufemcnts of young 
men. 

When 
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When Polyphilus was at the age, in which 
men ufually chufe their profeffion, and prepare 
^o enter into a public character, every acade- 
mical eye was fixed upon him ; all were curi* 
ous to inquire, what this univcrfal genius 
would fix upon for the employment of his life ; 
and no doubt was made but that he would 
leave all his contemporaries behind him, and 
mount to the highcA honours of thatclafs, in 
which he fliould inlift himfelf, without thofe 
delays and paufes wliich mufl be always endur- 
ed by meaner abilities. 

Polyphilus, though by no means info- 
lent or afiliming, had been fufEcicntly encour- 
aged, by uninterrupted fuccefs, to place great 
confidence in his own parts ; and was not be- 
low his companions in the indulgence of his 
hopes, and expefbtion of the aftonifliment 
with which the world would be flruck, when 
firfl his luftre fhould break out upon it ; nor 
could he forbear ( for whom does not conftant 
flattery intoxicate ? ) to join fometimes in the 
mirth of his friends, at the fudden difappear- 
ance of thofe, who, having (hone awhile^ and 
drawn the eyes of the public upon their feeble 
radiance, were now doomed to fade away 
before hini. Ir 
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It is natural for a man to ditch advantage; 
ous notions of the condition which thofe, with 
whom he conveHes, are ftriving to attain^ 
T'olyphilus, in a ramble t6 Londont fell acd- 
dentally among the phyficians, ^d was fo 
much pleafed with the profped of turning 
philofophy to profit, and fo highly delighted 
with a new theory of fevers which darted in?- 
to his imagination, and which, after having 
confidered it a few hours, he found hijoifdf 
able to maintain againft all the advocates for 
the ancient fyftem, that he refolved to zpplf 
himfelf to anatomy, botany, and chemiftfy, 
and to leave no part unconquered either 
of the animal, mineral, or vegetable king- 
doms. 

He therefore read authors, conftru£te4 
fyftems, and tried experiments i but unhap. 
pily, as he was going to fee a new plant in 
flower at Chelfea, he met, in croffing Wcft- 
minfter to take water, the chancellor's coach; 
he had the curiofity to follow him into the hall> 
where a remarkable caufe happened to be tryed, 
and found himfelf able to produce fo many ar- 
guments, which the lawyers had omittecl on 
both fides, that he determined to quit phyfic 

for 
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for a profdfion, in which he found it would 
befo eafy to excel, and which promtfed high- 
er honours, and larger profits, without melan- 
duJy attendance upon miferjr, mfean fubmiffi- 
on to peeviihnefs, and continual interruption 
t>f reft and pleafure. 

Hb immediately took chambers in the Tern* 
pie, bought a common*pIace-book, and con- 
SxHtd himfelf for fome months to the perufal 
of the ftatutes, year-booics, pleadings, and re*^ 
ports ; he was a conftant hearer of the pro- 
ceedings in the courts, and began to put cafes 
with reafonable accuracy. But he foon difco- 
^vered, by confidering the fortune of lawyers; 
that preferment was not to be got by acutenefs, 
learning, and eloquence. He was perplexed 
by the abfurdities of attorneys, and mifrcpre- 
fentations made by his clients of their own 
xrauies^ by the ufelefs anxiety of one, and 
the inceflant importunity of another ; he be- 
gan to repent of having devoted himfelf to a 
ftudy, which was fo narrow in its comprchen- 
fion that it could never carry his name to any 
other country, and thought it unworthy of a 
man of parts to fell his life only for money. 
The barrennefs of his fellow-ftudents forced 
him generally into other company at his hours 

of 
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of entertainment, and among the varieties of 
converfation, through which his curiofity was 
daily wandering, he, by chance, mingled at a 
tavern with fome intelligent officers of dse 
army. A man of letters was .eafUy dazzled 
with the gaiety of their appearance, and fof- 
lencd into kindnefs by the politcncfs of their 
addrefs; he, therefore, cultivated this neW'ac- 
quaintance, and when he faw how readily 
they found in every place admiffion aiid regard^ 
^nd how familiarly they mingled with every 
rank and order of men, he began to feel his 
heart beat for military honours, and wondered 
how the prejudices of the univerfity fhould 
make him fo long inienfible of that ambition, 
which has fired fo many hearts in every age, 
and negligent of that calling, whidi is, above 
all others, univerfally and invariably illuftrious, 
and which gives, even to the exterior ap- 
pearance of its profeflbrs, a dignity and free- 
dom unknown to the reft of mankind. 

These favourable impreffions were mdlde 
ftill deeper by his converfation with ladies, 
whofe regard for foldicrs he could not obfcrve, 
without wifhing himfelf one of that happy 
fraternity, to which the female world fecmcd 
to have devoted their chasms and their kino- 

ncfe. 
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ne&« The love of kiioiriedge» which was 
ftiU his predominant indinadon, was gratified 
hy the recital of adventures, and accounts of 
foreign countries i and, therefore, he diouglit 
there was no way of life, in which allhis views 
could fo compleatly concenter as in that of a 
foidkt. In the art of war he thought it not 
difieuk to excd, having obferved his new 
friew^ not very much verfed in the principles 
(^ taftkks or fortification; and, therefore, he 
ftudied ^ the military writers both antient 
and modern, and, in a ihort time, could tell 
bow to have gained every remarkable battle 
that bad been loft from the beginning of the 
inrprld* He often (hewed at table how Alex* 
ander &ould have been checlced in his con<» 
quefts, what was the fatal error at Phaifalia, 
how Charles of Sweden might have efcaped 
his ruin at Pultowa, and Marlborough might 
have been made to repent his temerity at Blen- 
heim. He entrenched armies upon paper fo 
that no fuperiority of numbers could force 
them, and modelled in clay many impregna- 
ble fortrefles,. on which all the prefent arts of 

attack would be exhaufted without elFe£t. 

ft 

. PoLYPHXLUS, in a (hort time, obtained a^ 
commiflion } but before he could rub oiF the 

I rolcm • 
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Cukmmty ef a (dndary and giin the tnie air cf 
tiiilitary vivacityt > war was dedaied, and 
forces fcntto tbecooboeiit Here Bolyphilus 
unhappily found that Jftady alone would not 
makeafoldicr; for being much accuflomed to 
think, he let die fenie of dai^cr fink into hii 
mind, and fdt at the approach of anyaAioa 
that terror which a ieatence of death iMUll 
have brought upon him. Heftw that^ iaAnd 
of conquering tlieir fears, the tndcttrouT «f 
his gay friends was only to efcape them $ but 
his philofoi^y chained his mind to its obfefl^ 
and rather loaded him with (hackles than for- 
uiihed him 'with arms. He, however, fup* 
prefled his mifery in iilence, and pafled duough 
the campaign With honour, but found him- 
fclf utterly unable to fupport another* 

He then had recourfe again to his boob, 
and continued to range horn one ftudy to ano* 
tlier. As I ufually vifit him once a month, 
unJ am admitted to him without previoas 
notice, I have found him, within this laft half 
year, decyphering the Chinefe language, mak- 
ing a farce, colledting $1 vocabulary of the 
obfolcte terms of the Englifh law, writing ao 
inqviiry concerning the ancient Corinthian 
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brafs, and forming a otw fcheme of Uie vari* 
aligns ff the needl^ 

. Ttiua m thia povrcrful genias^ whicb 
vugbtjiavc fvytfwdfd the fphere oiany fcience* 
or benefited the world in any profeffion, diffi* 
patoA in a boundltft variety, without any pro* 
$t (0 cChnn or himfel£ He makes fudden 
UBOyvtioBa.intP the regions of knowledge, and 
-fipes *U obflbcles give way before him^ but 
he never flays long enou^ to compleat his' 
conquefty to eftaUiih laws, or bring away the 
fpoQft 

, Su€ii-b<^a)tbe£oUyQfthofe men, whom 
nature lias enabled to obtain ikill and know- 
ledge^ on terms lb eaiy, diat they have no 
ibnie of the value of the acquifttion $ who are 
qualified to make fuch fpeedy pcogrefr in learn- 
ing, that they think themfelves at liberty to 
loiter in the way, and often, by turning afidc 
after every new objeS, like Atalanta, lofe die 
i^ce to flower competitors, who prefs diligent- 
ly forward, and whofe force is direfied to a 
fingle point., 

I HAVE often thought tbofe happy tliat 
have been foed, from the firft dawn of 

1 2 thought 
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thought, in a detarfnination to (bme ftate of 
life, by the choice of one, wh<^ authoritf 
may preclude capricCf and wfaofe influence 
niay piejudice them in &vour of his optnion* 
Theg^neral precept of ranfMlring the geni» 
is of little ufe, unlds we are told, how die 
genius can be known. If it is to be difco- 
vered only by experiment, life wiH be loft, 
bsftjre the icfolution can be fixed; if anyodiar 
indications are to be found, they may, perhaps 
be very early difcemed. At leaft, if to 
mifcarry in an attempt, be a proof of having 
miftaken the dire&ion of the genius, men 
kippear not lefi frequently deceived wiA regud 
to themfdves than to otbers; and, therefoie, 
no one has much reaibn to complain that bis 
life was planned out by his friends, or to.be 
confident that he ihould have had either move 
honour, or happinefs, by bang abandoned to 
the chance of his own &ncy. 

It was f&id of the learned bifbop Sander- 
fon, that, when he was preparing his ledures, 
he hefitated fo much, and rejeded (b often, 
that, at the time of reading, he was often 
forced to produce, not what was belt, but 
what happened to be at hand. This will be 
the flate of every man, who, in the choice 

of 
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of his empIoTineiit, balances aD the argu* 
fiwiits on every fide ; the complication is fo 
intricate, the motives and objections fo numer- 
ouSy there is fo much play for the imagination^ 
and fo much remains in the power of others, 
that reaibn is forced at laft to reft in neutrality* 
the dedfion devolves into the hands of chance, 
add after a great part of life fpent in inquiries 
vliich caa never be refol ved, the reft muft of^ 
.tea pa&. : in repenting the unneoeflkry delay» 
asid can be uieful to few other purpote than 
to warn others, againft the fame foUy^ and 
Co (how, duit of two ftates of life equally con-*, 
fiflent wid^ religion and virtue, be who chu* 
&$ eariieft cbufies beft. 

Numb. 20, Saturday, May 26, 1750. ; 
Ad p9pukim phaUras^ ego U intus^ et in cute novi^ 

PfiRSIUS. 

AMONG the numerous ftratagems,. by 
which pride endeavours to recommend* 
ibtty to reg^d, there is fcarcely one that meets 
with left (uccefi than afiedadon, or a per* 
petual difguife of the real chara£ler, by fi^- 
tious s^pearances : whether it be, tbu every 

I3 man 
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man hates faUhood, from the natural con- 
gruity of truth to his £u:ulti€S of reafon, or 
that cTcry man b jealous of the honour of his 
.uoderflanding, and thinks his difcermnent coo* 
fequenti^y called in queftion, whenever any 
thing is exhibited unde^ a borrowed form. 

Tina averficm from all kinds of di%uife» 
whatever hi its cauTe, b univerfidly ^fiflfafedl, 
and inceffiiidy in adion; nor is it atttSUff 
that) to deafpenite deteftattoiiy oi* csteite' o0tt* 
lempt^ iny lAtereft ih6iiMbeifiv«ded, draiif 
c6ni{>lititiii9H aftenq^ted i it b fiuncieflti- -titft 
there isan intention to deetive^ ftil bttcj it to t t 
which every heart fwells to opffA^ ntitfOf 
tongue b bufy to dete6t. 

This refiexkm was awakened in my mini 
by a very common prance among mf cdtre* 
fpondents of writing under diaradeis which 
they cannot fupport, which are of no uie to> 
the explanation of that which they defi:ribc> 
«r the ettforoement of that which they fecim- 
mendi and which^ dierefore^ fince tfiey can 
be fuppofod to adiime them only for the Uk0 
cf difplaying dteir abilities, I urilladvife them 
for the future to forbear as laboriotis without 
advantftge. 

. It 
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• 

It is almoft a general ambition of thoO, 
who fsToiir me with their advice for the regu- 
btion cS my conduct, or their contribution 
for the affiftanoe of my underfianding, to 
BffeSt Ae ftjlc and the names of ladies. 
And I cannot always withold fomc exprcffion 
Of anger, Ulce Hugh in the comedy, when I 
happen to find that a woman has a beard* 
J nnft^ iherefure, warn the gentle Phyllb, that 
§m£mLmB-pD more letters from the Horfe* 
Guards; and require ^ Bdipdat' ^^hat (he- be 
content to refign her pretentions to female e* 
pipnce^.tiU ihp has lived three weeks with* 
out hauiag the politicks of Batfon^s coffee* 
boufiL. i m«ft indole royfelf in the Kbtrtj^ 
of obfeviogr that itpgre were foine ddhifioiw 
ibChlorUVproduftion, ftiActent tb* fliowihad 
BraAoJi and Plowden are bar favourite authors ; 
and that Euphdta has not been long enough at 
home, to wear out all thetraoes of the phrafe*" 
ology which (be learned sn the expeditian t» 
Carthagena. ' 



t* i- • « • • *i 



- Amok^ all my female friends, there wat 
ix>ne vrhogavtmc m<Mre trouble to decypheir 
her true ihirafier, than Penthefilea, whoAi 
letter hy updhmy de(k* three i^yh before I 

I 4 «euU 
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could fix upon the real writer. There vms a 
confufion of images, and medley of barbarity, 
vrhich held me long in fufpenfe ; tiU by per« 
feverance, I difentangled the perpkxitjr^ and 
found, that Penthefilea is thefon of a wealdiy 
flock-jobber, whoipendsbis morning under 
his father's eye, in 'CIiange-AOeyy dines at a 
tavern in Covent-Garden, p^fles bis evening 
in the playboufe, and part of the night tt a 
gaming-table, and having learned die diakft 
of tbefe various ^regions^ has mingled tfaemaH 
in a ftudkd compo^on* 

Whin Lee was once told by a critiC) that 
it was very eafy to write like a madman, he 
anfw^edt that it was difficult to write like a 
madman, but eafy enough to write like a- 
fool; and, I hopeto be excufed by my kihd. 
contributors, if, in imitation of tffis great 
author, I prtfume to remind diem, that it b 
much eafier not to write like a man, than to 



write hke a woman. 

I HAVE, indeed, fome ingenious well-wifh- 
er^, who, without departing from their fbc, 
have found very wonderful diftindions. A. 
very imarc letter has been fent me from a puny 
cnfign, figned Ajax TelamoniuSj another, 

in 
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canb, from a guncftcr, who calls hiiBfelf 
Seibftrisi and anotber 1900 the impioreiiieii^ 
of the 6Sbery% from Diodefian : but at thefe 
feem oaljf to have {Mckcd up their appdlatiofit 
hfdbmQ€f widiouit endeaTouring at anjr par- 
ticnler ioipoftuies their improprieties are rttfaier 
iaftaaoei^ blunder^ than of aicflation, and 
an^ thcseCbrey not equally fitted to inflame the 
koftile paffiooi; for it it not foDy but pride^ 
]K)t error but deceit^ ^iriiichthe world meamto 
perfecuti^ when it raiiet the fuU cry of -nature 
to hunt down affedlation. 

Tbb hatred, which diflimulation alwiyt 
drawa upon itiielfy itfo great, that if I didnol 
know how much cunning diffenfrom wifibmi 
I fliould wonder that any men have fo little 
knowledge of their own intereft, at to aft>ire 
to wear a maik for life; to try to impofe upon 
fte world a charadei^ to which they fed them- 
(elvet void of any juftdaimi and to httrnxi 
their quiet, their fame, and even thdr profit^ 
by expding themfelves to the danger of that 
reproach, malevolence, and ne^k£l, vAddk 
fuchadifcovery as tliey have alwayt to feai 
will certainly bring upon them. 

Is It 
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It mig^t be ioMg^iied, Aat tbe |taifiM of 
tfcpicatioii fiioiild confift in die IhtiBfiittoa of 
having our opinton cStm ewn merit cenfimod 
ViJlefilflhgfcor the {wblfdC'; ohcidiat, «»b< 
extolled fdhr a, cpalitjr, ^idv % tnm kmm 
himfidfto wftmCy iboull gfve^bliii.lM^«dMr 
bappineft tfaui «o be ttfftakieii ferthto# mf <rf 
an eflace, orer wMdi hechance» to bl» tiafd- 
Kng. But he, nAo foUifb upon iifS9ftitkiB» 
know-nothing of thiijiclkacf $ like M^4df> 
rate adventdfer in commerce^ he takea-np le* 
putation -upon truft, moitgatges pofieflkxH 
which he never had, and enjoys, to the fiual 
hour of baokrtspcyj diougfa with a thoufind 
teitoni and aoBietieBy ibe imoecefiry fpiendeur 

#f Jbonowcdtiefact* / 

^ .•■•". 

. AiT£CTA.TiOiii6 toljeatway^diSffigmft- 
ed'^om hypocrify, as beitig tbe art of couo* 
ter£nting tbofe qualities, which we migbty 
with innoccAice and fyfety^ be known to want; 
Tiast the iman^ who, to carry on toy fnmdf 
te to conceatjafty- crimey pretends to rigours 
•f devotion, and exaftnefs of life, is guilty 
of bypo(sri(y ; and his guilt is greater, as the 
c?nd, for which be puts on tfaefialfe appearance 
is naore pernicious. But he that, with an 

awkward 
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srwJbwaid addreis^ and unpleafing countenances 
lioafts of the oonquefts made by him among, 
the ladiciy and counts o<irer the thouiands which 
Jbcfloig^thaveiurDflefledif he would have fuh* 
tnixtc^ to^^ibe yoke of matrimony^ is charge«> 
^lie.oiilyr with afficfiationv Hypocrify is the 
mmoSuf burthen of irillain];, affc3ation part 
of dio chofisn trappings of foUy^ the on^ 
Coqi|iirtiP« a viUain^ the other only finiflics a 
fap. -ConieaH^ is the prefer puniAunent of 
tfftUkmpmtf and dcteftatioa the juft oonfeqnence 
of hijppbu'ify* 

With the hypocrite it is not at prefent 
jay intention to expoftulale, though even h^ 
4Hght be tau^ the exeellency (tf virtue, by 
tfie neceffity of fienutig 10 ' be virtuous rbut 
die man of aliSe£faitioii may, perhaps, be re- 
daiitied-, by finding how little he is likely to 
gain by perpetual conftrdnt, and inceflant 
vigSance^ and how much more lecurely he 
ini^t make hisf 'Way to efteem, by cultivating 
real, than diJ^aying counterfeit ^cfuaKties^. ' 

Every thing future is to h6 eftimated by a 
wife man, in proportion to the probability of 
attaining it ^ and its value when attained ; and 
neither of thefe confiderations-wiUmueh con^ 

16 tribute 
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tribute to the encouiagement of afibffattioii* 
For, if the pinades of fiame be, at bcfi^ 
flippery, how unfteadymuft bis footii^ be 
who ftands upon pinades without foundation! 
If praife be made^ by the.inconfiancjrand 
malice of thofe who muft confer it, a lAdiag 
which no man can pronufe bimlUf from die 
moft confpicuous merits and vigoroiuinduftfy, 
how foint muft be the hope of gaining it, 
when the uncertainty is multiplied by the 
weakneis of the pretenfions I He that pcrftiea 
fame with juft daims, tnifis hb happinefi to 
the winds s but he that endeavours after it, 
by fidfe merit, has to' fear, not only the 
violence of the ftorm, but the leaks of hii 
vefiel- Thou^ he (houU happen to kpef 
above waterfor a tivoe, by the help of a fo^ 
breeze, and a calm fea, at the firft guft he 
muft inevitably founder, with this mdancholy 
reflexion, that, if he would have been con- 
tent with his natural ilation, he mi^t have 
cfcaped his calamity. Affedationmy poffibly 
fucceed for a time, and a man may, by great 
attention, perfuade others, that he really has 
the qualities^ which he prefumes to boaft; 
but the hour will come when he ihould exert 
ttuem, yid (hen whatever he enjoyed in praiic^ 
he mift/u&f in reproach. 



H^'zo. The RAMBLER. i8i 

Applausi and admiration are by no means 
to be counted among the neceflaries of life, 
and dierefore any indireft arts to obtain them 
have very little claim to paidon or compaifion. 
There is fcarcely any man without fome 
valuable or improvable qualities, by which he 
might always lecure himfelf from contempt 
And perhaps exemption from ignominy is the 
moft digiUe reputation, as freedom from pain 
isy among fomc philoibphers^ the definition of 
luqppineis. ^ 

, Ir we therefore compare the value of the 
praife obtained by fiditious excellence^ even 
while the cheat is yet undiicovered, with that 
kindnets which every man may win by hif 
virtue, and that efteem which moft men may 
gain by common underftanding fteadily and 
honeftly applied, we fhall find that when from 
the adfcititious happinefe all the dedudions are 
made by fear and accident, there will remain 
nothing equiponderant to the fecurity of trutk 
The ftate of the pofleflbr of humble virtues, 
to the affeAer of great excellencies, is that 
of a finall well bulk cottagp of ftone, to the 
palace raifed with ice by the emprels of Ruffia $ 
it was for a time fplendid and luminous, but 
the firft ihunfhine melted it to nothing. 

NviiB* 



tSi fkcR'AMBLER. N«2i: 



• . 4 .:; 



Numb. 2i« Tuesday^ May 299 1750« 

Tirra falutiferas herbas^ iademfue mcentts^ 
Nutriti &r urtua proxima faperofa^. 

Ovip. 



EVERY man is prompted by the love of 
himfelf to imagine, that he poflefles hmt 
t)ecuKar qualities, fapcrior, either in kind or in 
degree, to thofe which he fees allotted to the 
reft of the world ; and, whatever apparent dif- 
advant^ges he may fuffer hi the comparifoii 
with others, he has fometnvifibte diftin£Kdhs^ 
fome latent referve of excellence, which be 
throws into the balance,- and by which he ge- 
nerally fancies that it is turhed in his fiivour. 



•I 



The ftudions and fpeoilathre part ©f man- 
kind have always foemed to coniider their fra- 
ternity, as placed in a ftate of oppofition to 
thofe who arc engaged in the tumult of pub- 
lic bufmefs ; and have pleafed themfelves, 
"firom age to age, with Celebrating Ac felicity of 
their own condition, and with recounting the 
perplexity of politics, the dangers of greatncffj 
the anxieties of ambition> and the miferics of 

riches* 

•■■--■"■ Among 
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Among the munerous tcpici of dedamatU 
on, diat their tnduffay lias difcovered on 
this MoybBt^ there k none which they prefr 
with greater efibrts^ or on which Atf have 
Mm copioufly kud out their i^eafiM and theif 
imaginationy than the inftability of bigh-Aati* 
onsy and the uncertainty with which their 
iprofiti and honoun are pofiefled, thatmuft be 
ooquiied with lb much hazard, vigilmce and 
MDovr» 

- TBii Aey appear to confider as an jrrfffa*^ 
gaUe argwnent againft the chcMce of the ftaceC 
man and the warrior ; to this weapon they 
lMwv«lwqfi reoourfe in their rhetorical at- 
Irtdwi ^Md fwell with aD the confidence of 
iridory, tiius fumtfhed by the mute wiA the 
arms which never can be blunted* and which 
»io art or ftr^igth of their adverfiute can 
dude Hit refift. 

•. It wae well known by cxperimoe to the 
innSom whidi employed elephantt in war^ 
dMit> though by the terior of their bulk^ 
and 4tit violenoe of their iraprefion, ihey often 
duew the enemy into diforder, yet there waa 
always danger in the ufeof theai>. very nearly 

equi* 
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eqiuvalentto the advantage; for, if their firft 
charge could be fupported, they were eafily 
driven back upon their confederates, dicy 
dien broke through the troops behind tfaenif 
and made no lefii havock in the precipitation 
of di» retreat^ than in the fury of their 
onfet. 

I KNOW not whether thofe, virho have fy 
vehemently urg^ the inconveniences and dan* 
g^ of an a£tive life, have not made, ufe of 
arguments that may be retorted with equal 
force upon themlelves ; and whether die hap- 
pine(s of a candidate for literary fame be not 
fubjeSt to the (ame uncertainty with that of 
him who governs provinces, or commands 
armies, prefides in the fenate, or didates in 
the cabinet 

That eminence of learning is not to he 
gained without labour, at leaft equal to that 
which any other kind of greatnefi canrequire^ 
will fcarody be denied by thofe who wifii to 
fdevatethe charaifier of a fcholar ; fince diey 
cannot but know, that every human acquifiti- 
on b valuable in proportion to the difficulty 
implied in its attainment And that ijiofe^ 
who have gained the eftccm and veneration 

of 
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ef the world, by their knowledge or their 
genius, are by no meanes exempt front the 
foUcttude which any odier kind of dignity 
produces, may be conjedured from the innu*> 
jneraUe artifices which they make ufe of to 
degrade a fuperior, to reprefs a rival, or ob-« 
&rv£t a follower ; artifices (b grofi and mean» 
as 10 be an evident proof, how cafily a man may 
excd in learning, without being either more 
Wife; or more virtuous than thofe v^ofe igno^ 
nnot hi pides or defpifes. 
^ -".- ■ .*' ■ • : . ■ • 

; NoTMiKO dierefore remaini, hf wfaidk 
die ftuden^ qMft gratify his defire of appearing 
to have bii&( )v» bappinefs on a inore finnr 
tafis^^^ ltt^eiili4;onift, except die oertaintf 
With iwliich his honours are enjoyed. The 
gurlandt pinsi hf die heroes oJF Uteratom 
fliuft be g^itheredfrom fumouts equally difficutt 
to climb with thofe that bear die civic or tri- 
umphal wreaths, they muft be worn with 
equal envy, and guarded with equal care from 
tboTohands diat areidways employed in eflSarts 
to teardiem away ; the only itmainiag hope 
is, that their verdure is more lafttng, anddnt 
they are left likely to fade by time, orlefrob* 
noxious to the blafis cS accident 

.. . •• '-;. ■ 

Even 
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Even this hoi>e will receive very'littk en- 
couragement from the examination of die hif* 
tory of learning, or obfcrvation of the tee of 
fcholai^ in the prelSnt age. If we look back 
into pad times, we find innumerable namds of 
authors once in high- nqnttatibn, read perhaps 
by the beautiful, quoded by the whty, and 
commented by the gravei but of whom we 
BOW know only dlat they ooftee eatiAed; If we 
confider the diftribution of UMmj4Mi^ilk^lat 
own time, weihall findit apofleffion ofvery 
itobeitain temimi fbimftiflMi'-bMfiWea^ feVa 
fiiddca caprice of die publidi^' and t^dn 
tonafcri e d to a new favoiute^ ^ c^ odi« 
ifdon than diatheit new f fbtMtiitleli HfybA 
toknglabonrand emlfiimde<bpty^ifl|^4(MN 
dmea g^mted to vary ffight pMMgoifitl bfH 
fbflMdmes by ibcwity aod mj^Ugmiat^ mnI 
iiaaietimes . I7 too diligenfe endeftvour* W 
Main tt. 
-J. ..-.■. .-.. . > 

. A 9UCCB«SF<rL author te equany" ki danger 
of the dimiiiudoA' of bis ^faftie, wbedier bt 
continuesor'i^eafes vo write. Thereg|u^ef 
di^ pubUck is not to be kept but by tribute, 
and the remembrance of paft fervjce w31 
quickly languish unlefs fucceifive performances 
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frequently revive it. Yet in cvciy new at- 
tempt there is new hazard, and there are few 
who do not, at fome unlucky time, injure 
tiietrown charaders by attempting to enlarge 
them. 

Thbrs are many pofiible caufes of that 
inequality which we may (o frequently obferve 
in tile pofomances of the fimie man, from 
(be i n i nm eecf wkieh noebility or indullry 
h ftifSdendy fecufe<i fONl whith hife lb 
tfien iiiffied the fpkndeUr tt genitia, thrt 
flW intf ns Wdl as vie eonqncMfy tutf Be 
pF&p&tiy csutionecl not to iiKhuge ns pride witn 
Coo eiof^ trfumpikS) bift to defer to the end of 



$mm 



"BxpiRimia £is homiitt^ £cijui ledtus 
Jbtti Mtimi mmo^ fitfnmaqui fiaura dehd. 

AMotio the motives that ui^ an author tif 
mdettuJngs by wlilch his xeputatioki is iitipalf ^ 
ed) one of the moft frequent muft be itoeildcffi^ 
ed with tcn d ern eft , becsde it is not to be 
counted among his foOies, batfaismiraries. It 
ifery often happens that the works of learning 
or of wit are performed at the direfHon c^. 
chofe by vh6m they are to be rewaided ; the' 

wri- 
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writer has not always the choice of his fiil>p 
je&j but is compelled to accept any taflc which 
is thrown before him, widiout much confidera- 
tion of bis own convenience, and without 
time to prepare himfelf for the execution by 
previous ftudies. 

Mificarriages of this kind are likewift to 
quently the confisquenoes of that aoquaioCancs 
with die great, which it generally coofidered 
as one of the diief privil^jes of literatuie 
and genius. Aman» wiio has onoe learned 
to diink h»«wft ^f funrftri by fiuniliarity with 
diofe, whom notiiing but dieir l»rth» or their 
fortunes, orfuch ftations as are £ddom gained 
by moral excellence, kt above him, will not 
be long without fufamitting his underfiandiug 
to their conduA; he will fuffer diem tm pre- 
fcribe the courfe of his ftudies, and employ 
him for their own purpofes either of diveriion 
or intereft. His defire of pleafing thofe whofe 
fiivourhe has weakly madeneceflary to himr 
fcH^ will not fuffier him always to confide^ 
how little he is qualified for tfi^ workimpofed. 
Eidier his vanity will tempt him to.a>ncealhis 
dbficiences, or that cowardice, which always 
encroaches faft upon fuch as fpend their live^ 
^A the company of perfons bigjher than them- 

' fdvesy 
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tdvtSf will not leave him rdblutioii to aflbt 
the liberQr of choice. 

But though we fuppofe diat a man by hit 
fiirtuiiecan avoid, the necefity of dependance^ 
and by his fpirit can repel the ufurpations of 
patronage, yet he may eafily, by writing long, 
happen to write ill. There is a general fuc- 
c^ffionof tSkStsy in whkh contraries are pro- 
duced by periodical viciffitudes i labour and 
care are rewarded with fucce(s, fuccefs produ- 
ces confidence, confidence rdaxes induftry^ 
and negligence ruins that reputation which 
accuracy hai ruled. 

He that happens not to be lulled by praife 
into fupimneis, may be animated by it to un- 
cfectakingi above his ftraigth, or incited to 
fancy himfelf alike qualified for every kind of 
compoGtion, and able to comply with the 
public tafle through all its variations. By 
fome opinion like this, many men have been 
engaged at an advanced age, in attempts which 
they had not time to complete, and, after a 
few weak efibrts, funk into the grave with 
vexation to fee the rifing generation gain 
ground upon them. That judgment which 
appea^ fo penetrating, when it is employ* 

ed 
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od upon the works of others, veiy often fails 
in performances where intereft or ptfion can 
exert their power. We are blinded in examin- 
ifigour own labom« Iqr imiuiMndble pnjudi- 
<;c8« Ourjuveoile.oompofidonspleafeus^ be- 
caufe they bring to our minds the rememhiance 
of youth I our later performances we arem- 
dy to oftecm* becaufe we are umviUing to 
think that we have nnde np i m ppovmcnt; 
what flows e^ly from the pen charm us, he- 
caufe we read with ^eafure that which flatten 
our opinion of our own powers ; what was 
compofed with gpwt.ftruggjies of the miJid wc 
are unwilling to reje£^ becaofe weflmnotbear 
that fo much labour fhould be fruitleis. But 
tlie reader has ncuic of thefe prepofleflhins, 
and wonders that the author is to unlike him- 
felf, without cgnfuiering that the £une ibil 
will, with different culture, afford difiereot 
product 



NUMI. 



N^22. The RAMBLER. ,9^ 



Numb. 22- $ATt}Ri$AY Jwu 29 175c* 

■ B ^mcjhtihim fine divlte riend^ 

Nee rude quid profit video ingenium^ atteriusfic 

Altera fofdt opemres^ £jf cofijurat fitmcL 

HoR. 



». 



WI TandDEARKfNo wcretfiecfeldren' 
of Apollo, by difierent ibothers;- 
WiT was the offspring of EuphroQnie, and 
reiemhlcd her in chearfulfteTs and vivacity ^ 
LsARNiNO vms born of Sophia, and retained 
her {erioufqefsand caatioh. As dieir mother* 
were rhab, fh^ ^¥ere bred up by them, from 
t^ir.birth, in habitual oppofition, and all 
means were fo inceflantly employed to impreis 
upon them a hatred and contempt of each 
other, that though Apollo, who foreiaw the 
ill effcdb of their difcord, endeavoured to 
foftdn them, by dividing his regard equally 
between them, yet his impartiality and kind* 
nefs were without effed ; the maternal ani- 
mofity was deeply rooted, having been inter- 
mingled with their firft ideas, and was con- 
firmed every hotir, as frdh opportunities 
occurred of eMertihg it. No fooner wefethe^ 
of ^e to be received into the apartments of 

the 



192 The RAMBLER. H^zi. 

the other cdeftialsy than Wit began to enter- 
tain Venus at her toilet, byaping the folemnity 
of •Learning, and Learning to divert 
Minerva at her loom, by eatpofing Ac blundcn 
and ignorance of Wit- 
Thus they grew up, ^th maUce peipetually 
increafing, by die encouragement which each 
leceived fiom thofe ¥4om their mothcnhal 
perfuadedto patronife and fiipport diem i and 
each longed to he admitted to the table of 
Jupiter, not fo mudi for the hope of gaining 
honoMr, as of excluding a rival from all pre* 
tenfions to regard, and of putting an ever- 
lafting flop to the progrefe of that influence 
which each believed the other obtained by 
mean arts and falfe appearances. 

At laft the day came, when they were both, 
vrith the ufual folemnities, received into the 
clals of fuperior deities, and allowed to take 
ne£hx from the hand of Hebe. But from 
that hour Concord loft her authority at the ta- 
ble of Jupiter. The rivals, animated by their 
new dignity, and incited by the alternate ap- 
plaufes of the other powers, harra/Ied each 
•ther by inceflant contefts, with fuch a regular 

vicii&tude 
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viciffitude of viSory, that neither wa^ 
deprefled. 

It was obfervaUe, that at the beginning of 
every debate, the advantage was on the fide 
of Wit ; and that, at the firft (allies, the whole 
aifonbly fparkled, according to Homer's ex. 
preffion, with unextinguiihable merriment* 
But Learning would referve her ftrei^^ till 
the burft of applaufe was over, and the languor^ 
with which the violence of joy is alway fuc- 
ceeded, began to promife more calm and 
patient attention. She then attempted her 
defence, and, by comparing one part of her 
antagonift's objections with another, com- 
monly made him confute himfelf ; or, by 
fbcwing how fmall a part of the queftion he 
had taken into his view, proved tliat his 
opinion could have no weight. The audience 
b^n gradually to lay afide their prepoileffions^ 
and rofe, at laft, with great veneration fox 
Learning, but with greater kindncfs for 
Wit. 

Their conduft was, whenever they dc* 
fired to recommend themfelves to diftinftion 
entirely oppofite. V/it \^ 43ringandad- 
yenturousj* Learning cautious and delibe- 

^ rate. 
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rate. Wit thought nothmg reproachful but 
dulnefs ; Learning was afraid of no injpu- 
tation, but that of error. Wit anfwered bc- 
iFore he underftood, left his qaicknefi of ttp- 
^rch^niipn Ihould be queftioned ; I>e arn>iM 
pidfed. Where there was no diffictdtjs left any 
infididus fophifm fhould lie undifcovered. 
Wit perplexed every debate by rapidity and 
'corffufion; LEARNING tired die hearers widi 
ejidlefs diftinStionS) and prolonged die difpute 
without advantage, by proving that which 
"Jicvcr was denied. Wit, in hopes ol^ fliin- 
ing, IV'ould venture to produce what he had 
Jiot confidered, and often fucceeded beyond b» 
own e<pe£iation, by following the train of a 
lucky thought ; Learning would rejed every 
new notion, for fear of being intangled in 
confcqucilces which fhc could not.forefee, and 
'was often hindered, by her caution, from 
'prcffing her advantages, and fubduing her 
opponent. 

Both had prejudices, which in fbmed^ree 
hindered their progrefs towards perfedion, and 
"left them open to attacks. Novdty was the 
darling of Wit, and antiquity of<L£AfiNiNG. 
To Wit, all that was new, was fpecious^; 
to Learning, -v^hatever ^wbs aniaent, was 

venerable. 
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Tcnerahle. Wit, however, feldom foiled to 
divert thoie wham he could not convitice, and 
to convince was not often his ambition $ 
JjreABNiNG always fupported her opinion with 
4(b 1D3A7 coQateral truths, that, when the 
fcattfe was decided againft her, her arguments 
remembered with admiration. 



KoTHiNG was more common, om either 

4ide, than to quit their proper charaders, and 

jto hope for a compleat conqueft by the ufe of 

the weapons wjuch had been- employed againft 

ithem. Wit would fometimes labour a 

fyllogifm, and LEARt^iNO diftort Jier features 

with a jeft ; but they always fufFered by the 

•texpqriment, and betrayed thcmfelves to con- 

tfutatioa or -contempt. The ferioufnefs of 

Wit was without dignity, and the merri- 

iineat of Learning without -vivacity. 

Their contefts, by long continuante, 
gi^w at laft important, and the divinities 
broke into parties. Wit was taken into the 
pix^te&ion of the laughter-loving Venus, had 
a retinue allowed him of Smiles and Jests, 
and was often permitted to dance among the 
Graces. Learning fttll continued the 
^Yourite of Minerva, andfeldom went out of 

K. 1 bar 
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her palace, without a train of the feveicf 
virtues, chaftity, temperance, fortitude, and 
labour. Wit, cohabiting with malicey had 
a Ton named Satyr, who followed him, 
carrying a quiver filled with poifoned arrows, 
which, where they once drew blood, could 
bv no (kill ever be extracted. Thefc arrows 
he frequently fhot at Learning, when ihe 
was mcA earncftly or ufefully employed, en- 
gaged in abftrufe inquiries, or giving inftruc- 
tions to her followers. Minerva, therefore^ 
deputed Criticism to her aid, who generally 
broke the point of Satyr's arrows, turned 
tliem afide, or retorted them on him^f. 

JupiT£R was at laft angry, that the peace 
of the heavenly regions flK>uld be in perpetual 
danger of violation, and refolved to diiinifs 
thefe troublefome antagonifts to the lower 
world. Hither therefore they came, and 
carried on their antient quarrel among mortals, 
nor was either long without zealous votaries. 
Wit, by his gaiety, captivated the young; and 
LEARNi^G, by her authority, influenced the 
old. Their power quickly appeartxl by very 
eminent effeds, dieatres were built for die re- 
ception of wit, and colleges endowed for the 
refidence of Learning. Each par^ endea- 
voured 
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VDured to outvy the other in coft and magnifi* 
cence, and to propagate an opinion, that it y/A9 
neccilary, from the firft entrance into lire» 
to enlift in one of the factions ; and that none 
could hope for the regard of either divinity, 
who had once entered the temple of the rival 
power. 

There were indeed a clafs of mortals, by 
whom Wit and Lsarnino were equally • 
difinegarded : TheTe were the devotees of 
Pltttut, the god of riches i among thefe i^ 
ftldom happed that the gaiety of Wit.. 
c«MtU niife- 2t fmile, or the eloquence of * 
LbaAVIho procure attention. In revenge - 
of this-cootcinpt^ they agreed to incite Acir r 
foUowerft againft them ; but the forces that ; 
were fent on thofe expeditions frequently be* 
trayed their truft; and, in contempt of the 
orders which they had received, flattered the 
rich in public, while they fcdraed them in - 
their Hearts ; and wben^ by this treachery, 
tV*ey had obtained the favour of Piutus, very 
frequently affected to look with an air of 
ftipeiiority on thoic who ilill remained in 
thefervice of Wit and Learniitg. 

.DisGVSTXD with thefe defertions, the two 

K 3 riva^ 
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rivals^ at the fame time^ petitioned Jupiter 
for re-aiimiflion to their native habi-tations» 
Jupiter thundered on the right-hand, and they 
prepared to obey, the happy fummons. Wit 
readily fpread his wings, and (bared aloft, but 
npt being able to fee far, was bewildered in 
the pathlefs immenfity of the ethereal fpaccs. 
Learkikg, who knew the way, fiiook her 
pinions ^ but for want of natural vigour oould 
only take fliort flights: ib^ after many ef&ica». 
they body funk again to the ground^ aiid 
learned, from their matua) diftreft, jAe neeeCtf 
of union. • They ^c«efop» joiAtd cb^rhMA^ 
a^ xenewed their flights LiAftmiio .ymt^ 
borne op by: the vigour of Wpr, Md Wivl 
guided . by the fetfgicsi^ilsjp of Lijubicubg«> 
They foon itachtd the dwelUng^ o^ Jupiiib'' 
and ivore fo endeared taeach other^ tbat-tiMj^ 
lived aftowaids in perpetual (Uncord. Wrr 
peifnaded- LsAJtK«»c-ta converfe with tlie-' 
Graces, and Lb A&Kt kg engaged Wit xa' 
the ibnricei of the Virtues* They were 
now the favourites of all the powers of heaven, 
and gladdened ei^ry banquet by their preience* 
1 hey foon after married, at the command «f 
Jupiter, and had a nvunerous progeny of-AR-Tr 
aiidScxsNC£S« 
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Numb, 23. Tuesday 7«ff^ 5, 1750. 

Tres mihi conviva prope dtjjentire vUenUsr ; 

Pofcentur vario mult urn diver fa palato. HoR,' 

• 

f "TT^H AT every man (hould rcguUte his a<Eti- 
j^ ons by his own confcience, without, 
cuiy regard to the; opinions of the. reft of thfi, 
woddt' 19 onQ o£ tlie fixft prccepu of moral, 
prudeoce ; juflified not only by tiic (uffi^Ai^ 
Qf rcafoa« which declares that non^ of the, 
gifes of heavea are to lie ufelef^^ but by thq. 
voice lilicwifc of experience, which will iboq^ 
inform us that, if we loako the praiCeL^. kUm^ ^ 
of others the rule or motive of our conduct, 
weriball be-diftraAcd by a bouocUjcUi variety of 
ifreconcileable judgnQe^ts; be hei4 in per-* 
pctual fufpcnfe between coat't^y, i9ipj4&$> 
and confuk for ever witho,V;t dctem>inalion« i 






I KNOW not whether, for t^jIa^iQI^^foA 
it is not neceflkry for an author to place itocpg 
con^dence in his own (kill,, sani tojdil^fy^ 
himfdf in the knowledge tliat be fa|pis;i(4 d^vi^ 
%ted from theeftablifbed.rulc$.oC cf^i^p'o^ti^ 
on, without fubmittlng bi^ wojji; t^jOt^^ 
'^caminations before be gives them to tbe pubr 

K 4 ' ■ " Hck> 
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lick, or endeavouring to fecure fuccfes by z 
Ibiicitous conformity to a€[vice and cridcifin. 

It is, indeed, quickly difcoverable, that 
confultation and compliance can conduce very 
little to tlie perfedlion of any literary perfor- 
mance ; for whoever is fo doubtful of his own 
abilities as to encourage the advice and remarks 
of others, will find himfelf every day embar- 
i^fled with new difficulties, and will harraft 
hh mind, in vain, with the hopelefs labour of 
uniting heterogeneous ideas, digeiUng inde* 
ptndtot hints, and colle£ling into one point 
the fevcral rays of borrowed light, emitted of- 
ten with contrary diredtons. 

Of aU authors, thofc who retail their la- 
houTt in periodical fheets would be moft un- 
happy, i^ they were mijch to regard the cen- 
6itei or the admonitions of their readers ; for, 
9i their works are not fent into the world at 
Cnce, but by fmall parts in gradual fucceffion, 
it is always imagined,by thofe who think them* 
Idlves qualified to give inftru£Hons, that they 
may yet redeem their former failings by hear- 
Jtenin^ to better judgps, fupply by new im* 
proveihents the deficiencies of their plan, and 
make every day advances towards perfedion, 

by 
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by the bdp of the criticifim which are fbilU 
beraU]rafii>rded« 

I HA vx 1^ oocafion to obfervc, fometifnes 
with vexation^ and fometiinet with merri* 
menty the different temper with which the 
tunc man readsa printed and manufcript per* 
fermance.^ When a book is once in the 
hands of die public, it is ooniidered as per* 
manent and unalterable; and the readcf, if 
he be free from perfonal prejudices, takes it up 
with no other intention than of pleaiing or in* 
ftni^ing himfelf ; he, therefore, accommo- 
dates his mind to the author's defign, and, ha- 
ying no intereft in refuting the amufement 
that is oiFered htm, never interrupts his own 
tranquility by ftudied cavils, or deftroys his 
%tisfa(£Hon in that which is already well, by 
an anxious enquiry how it might be better % 
but is often contented without pleaiiire, and 
pleafed without perfe£lion« 

But if the fame man be called to conflder 
the merit of a produdion yet unpubli(bed, h< 
brings an imagination heated with objedions to 

pafl&ges,wbichhe has yet never heard,be invokes 
-all the powers of criticifm, and ftores his m'c> 
mory with Tafte, and Gr^e, anjd Furity, and 

K5 D.- 
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Ddiczcff add ManocES twt.UBili^s; kmnH 

which, having been once utMti.b]r;-Ac&i 
that underllood them, have been iince re-echo* 
cd witboMt mtanbg^ aiid.JDOpt 'up to,tim dif- 
iiurbonce of the wodd, hf a cmM M nfi rq^ 
cbffion from cMe coxcomb, toMmcAtr^ Hb 
confxdm htm&lf as. obK^ to flieiir^ bjr fonm 
fK^of of' hs abilitie»9 thit he if iiot.€»ttfitod 
toj|apuqso(ey aod,. tfaei^fert^ yniUhg$ cvjerjt 
bpcnii^ for objofiion, and .looks fomidrfov 
every opportunity to projiofe focoe. ^pis^iiow) 
alteration. Such opportunities a very- ibaU 
degre of ^g^urity will enable liim toiiAd ^ for^ 
in. e,very work of hnagiaatioff^ the difpofitioA 
sf parts^ the iafertion of iiicldeni9|i aad ufeof 
jdecoratioRs, may be rsufied ft tbcm&nd wayt 
with equal propriety ; and as, in things near- 
ly equal, that will always feem beft Co every 
;man whxcfi he himfelf pcoduccs, the critic, 
Vhofc hufinefs is only to propofe,. without 
the care of execution, can never waot the &- 
tisfadlion of believing that he has fuggefted 
^rcry important improvements, nor the pofiiver 
of enforcing his advice by argoments^ whichy 
,as tkfsy appear convincing to himfelf, either 
hiskindnefs^ or hi^. vanity, will pf^is ohfii- 
jnately and importunatelyy without fg^ieioa 
^at he may poiS^bly judge too haftiily in favour 

ef 
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of his own advice^ or inquiry whether the 
advanta^ of the new fchem^ be propojFtionate 
tt^ the labour. 

It » obferved, bj the younger Pliny, that 
aft ofator ou^ not (6 much to (ele£l the beft 
and ftrong^ ai^uments which his caufe ad- 
miftSf as to enqploy all which his imaginatioi^ 
can afford ^ for, in pkadingy thofe reaTons arc 
of moft Talue^c which will moft aSe£t the 
judges ; and the judges> iays he, will be al* 
ways moft touched with that which they had 
before conceived. Every man» who is called 
to give his opinion of a performance, decides 
upon the iame principle ; he firfi^fufFejis himr 
felf to form expectations, and then is angry 
at his disappointment. He lets his imaginati* 
on rove at large, and wonders that anothieiv 
equally unconfined in jthe boundlefs * ocean o£ 
poffibility, takes a different courfe* 

Bu T, though the rule of Pliny bejudicioufljr 
hid down, it is not applicable to the writer*s 
caufe, becaufe there always lies an appeal from* 
domeftick criticifm to a higher judicature,, and 
th<e publick, which can never be corruptc^I, 
nor often deceived, is to pafs the ]aft fcntence 
upon literary claims. • 

^ 6 Off 
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Of the great force of preconcehred opimoos- 
I had many proofs, when I firft enteral "tf^ 
thb weekly labour. All my readers having 
fi-om die performances of my predeceflbis, 
cftablifhed an idea of unconne£ked efiays, to 
which they believed all future authors undo^ 
a neceffity of conforming, were impatient of 
the Icaft deviation from their fyflem, and nu^ 
merous remonftrances were accordingly made 
by each, as he found his favourite topicks 
emitted or delayed. Some were angry that du; 
Rambier did not, like the Spectatok^ 
introduce himfclf to the acquaintance of the 
publick, by an account of his own birth and 
fiudres, an enumeration of his adventures^ 
and a defcription of hisphyfiognomy. Others 
ibon began to remark that he was>a. folemxt, 
fcrious, didatorial writer, without fprighdinefe 
or gaiety, and called out with vehemence- for 
mirth and humour. Another admoniflied him 
to have a fpeciaJ eye upon the various dubs 
of this great city, and* informed him that 
much of the Spicdhitor's vivacity was laid out 
. upon fuch aflfemblics. He has been Hkewife 
•^epfured for not imitating the pc4itenefs of o- 
ther 'writers of the fame kind, for having 
hitherto hegl^Scd to toke the ladies under his 
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prote^oiit and to give diem rules for the jiiflr 
oppofition of colours, and the proper dimenii- 
ons of ruffles and pinners. He has been re- 
quired by another to fix a particular cenfuie 
upon thofe matrons who play at cards with 
fpcEta^lts* And another^ is very much offend* 
ed whenever he meets with a fpeculation, in 
which naked precepts are compriTed^ without 
being enlivened by examples and characters* 

I MAKE not the leaft queftton that all thefe 
monitors intend the promotion of my deiign, 
and the pleafure and inftrudion of my readers ; 
but they do not know, or do not refledl that 
an aythor has a rule of choice peculiar to him- 
felf ; and feleCb thofe fubje^ which he is 
beft qualified to treat, by the courfe of his 

4^udies, or the accidents of his life ; that ma- 
ny topicks of amufement are exhaufted,and are 
now improper, becaufe they have been alrea- 
dy treated with too much art to invite a com- 
petition ; and that he who endeavours to gain 
many readers, muft try many arts of invitatir 
on, ellay every avenue of pleafure, and 

. make frequent changes in his methods of ap^ 
proach. 

I CANNOT but confider myfelf amidft this 

tumult 
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fmnult of cfiticifiii, as a fii^ in a pocticil 
tenpcft, impdlcdat the (ametime bj oppofite 
wmdt, and daflicd lijr the mvcs frm cvcqf 
^Biitnr, but hdd upright bj the contxaricCf 
•f tbeafiukyns, andfeaucdf in (bmenwa* 
iuie» by Cbe nukiplicity of diftids. Had ii» 
opiaion of my ccnfiuen been iinanimoos il 
mighty perfaapty have overfet my rcfolution; 
but finoe I find them at variaace with each 
other, lean, without fcniple, n^ed them, 
and endeavour to gain the fxfoiu ot thcpab- 
lick,*by feOowing the direAign.of my owa 
reaibn, and indulging the iallica of my owa 
imagination. 

Numb. 24. Saturday yum 9, 1750. 
Nimo infefe tentat defandirt. PxRsius. 

AMONG the precepts, or aphorifins, 
admitted by general confcnt, .and in- 
culcated by frequent repetition, there is none 
more famous among the matters of antierit 
wfdom,. than that compendious leflbn, 
Tw^h c'laJIof, Be acquainted with th^elf,\ afcri- 
bed by feme to an oracle, and by others to 
•Chilo of Lacedemon. 

THIfi 
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This ih iiKlccd, a di£bte, which, in the 
iriiekcxkffK of Its sieanifig» may be Cud l# 
tiMipnC^ all ibt fpecalaiioa jrequifite to a mo-* 
mlmft^ Forivh%t more can b« neceilary to 
the ngiiluion of life, than the knowledge of 
0vr origiiialy our cod, our dutiet^ and outre* 
lation to other heingp i 

. It ii bowerer very improbable that the Arft 
author, whoever he wat, intended to be un-* 
decftood'tn tbb unlimited and complicated 
ienie i for of the inquiries, which, in fo large 
an acceptation, it would feem to recommend, 
fomeare too fxtcnfive for the powers of man, 
and fomc require light from above, which was 
not yet indulge to the lieathcn world, 

Wi might have had more fatis&£iion con- 
cerning the original import of this celebrated 
lentence, if ktfiory had informed us, whe- 
ther it was uttered as a general inftruAion to 
mankind, or as a paiticular caution to fome 
private inquirer j whether it was applied to 
ibme fmglc occafion, or laid down as the uni- 
verfal rule of life. 

There will occur, upon the flighteft 

confi- 
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confideration many poffible circumftances, in 
which this monition might veiy properly be 
inforced ; for every error in human conduft 
muft arife from igporance in ourielveS) chher 
perpetual, or temporary wand prevail either 
becaufe we do not know what is bcft and fit- 
tcfl-, or becaufe knowledge is at die time of 
a^Sion not prelent to the muuL 

When a man employs himfi^ upon remote 
and unneceffiiry fubjeds, and waftes his life 
upon queftions, which cannot be relblvcdy and 
of which the folution would conduce very Ik* 
tie to the advancement of happinels ; when he 
bewilders his underftandtng in uncertain hy- 
pothdcs, and harrafTes his fiaculties with need- 
lefs fubtihtes ; when he lavifhes his hours ia 
calculating the weight of the terraqueous globe, 
or in adjufting fucceflive fyftems of worlds be- 
yond the reach of die telefcope-; he may be 
very properly recalled from hb excurfions bf 
this precept, and reminded tiiat diere is a 
being with which it is his duty, and hb inte* 
reft to be more acquainted ; and from which) 
though he cannot negled it withotit the ut- 
moft danger, his attention has hitherto been 
withheld, by bis regard to ftudies, which he 

has 
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has no other motive to follow^ than fuch as 
either vanity or curiolity produce. 

The great praifc rf Socrates is, that he 
drew the wits of Greece, by hi*i inftruJti«>a 
and example, from the vain perfuit of natu- 
ral philofophy to moral inquiries, and turned 
their thoughts from ftars and tides, and mat* * 
ler and motion, upon the various modes of 
virtue, and relations of life. All his lefhires 
were biit commentaries upon this laying; if 
we fuppofe the knowledge of ourfelves recom^ 
mended by Chilo, in oppofition to other in-* 
quiries lefi fuUable to the ftate of man. 

• The great fault of men of learning is ftill, 
riiat they oflFend againft this rule, and appear 
wOltng to ftudy any thing rather than them* 
lUves ; for which reafon they are too often « 
defpifed by thoie, with whom they imagine 
themfel ves above comparifon i defpifed, as afe- 
leTs to all the common purpofes of life, as un* 
able to condu& the moift trivial afEurs, and 
unqualified to perform thofe offices by which 
the concatenation of fociety is preferved, and 
mutual tenderneb excited and maintained* 

Gelidu^ is a roan of great penetration^ 

and 
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and deep refearchcs. Having a mind natund- 
ly formed for the abftrufer fcienccs^ he caa 
comprehend intricate combinations without 
confiHion, and being of a temper naturaDy 
co(4 and equal, he is feldom interrupted by 
his pa(Hons in the perfuit of the loiigeft chain 
of unexpected confequences. He has, there* 
fore, a long time indulged hopes^ that the 
fohitiun of fomc problems, hf whick.die prof(cf«» 
fon of fctehct have been hitherto, baffled, isre* 
ferved for his- genius andinduftrjr* Hefpendshi^ 
tHDcintfae big^ft room. of his.hbuiS^ k^ 
which Jiooe of bisfamil^ are fiiffibjKdito» cl»tiaHr| 
and wheai» Qonties domii tQ> hia diiiQ^ orhift 
reft, he walks about like a ftranger that is there 
only for adaj^ wiihoiit asijr tofeen» ef re^rd 
oc. tendernefs* He ha» totaUy diyefted hisH- 
felf of aU buman. fcn^ttom^^; he ba» aeitiicr 
eye fbc beauty, nor ear for complaint^ be 
neither rejoices at tfaegoodfortune of bus near^ 
el^&icnd, nor mouriis for any publick or prir 
vate calamity. Having once rsceiyed a letter 
which appeared to. have beeafcnt hyt fea, and 
given it his icrvant to read, he was informed,, 
that it was written by bis brother, who, being; 
fhip- wrecked, had fwum naked to )and» a^d. 
was deftitute of neceffaries in a foreign coun- 
try. Naked and deftitute I fay^ Qeiidos, 
: «. reach 
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reach down the laft volume of meteorologicat 
obfervations, extraiit from die letter att exaA 
account of the wind, and note it carefully in ' 
the diaiy cf the wcathwr- 

Tr£ family of Gcltdus once hfokeinto his 
ftudy, to fhew him that a town at a fmall dif-- 
tanOQ Wat on fire, and in a few moments a 
far^unt Came U{) to teU him^ that tli» flam%' 
hid4S»ugliti!>matiy^hou&»in'boih fid«9^ ttum- 
thitt ifthabUaiiuii wcnjf confouiidcdj 'and boga»* 
te thlnki vitther a£ tlcapiDg wicb tli^ii Ifettt* 
tlU»f«*iffgtiBeitdw€U&ig^J WhatyomtAmm^^ 

lyvBAt-itt^aciinku''-.-. - -'•; '■ • 

■ •• •',-.. .-. . 

Thus lives this great philofopher, infen- 
fkk tOKcMiy, i pi fA a ich of diftiefe^ ttd snmo* 
v«ik bf tbc hiudvft call: cf . ibcisdi xiatiiie» for: 
iwtat- o£ i kotkHimmg that' sncn ave defigaoi: 
fertbr ftccoiir and xomfert oteacii otfteKii 
that, though there . are hottzt which iwjr.bel^ 
lauddsly ^>cat upo^knowlcdge not iotmtdiatoljp > 
ufef id,. }set ttie fiift attention is theto pnt£ltcal - 
virtue ; and that he may be juBdy driven. ottt . 
from Ae,comakr(;o bt maokiad, who basib 
far abibadtd-biixi^lfifroanLtho^pedes^ aa ta 
{ttrtaJ^nathccof^bdjqflaj^ oth^ii^ . 

but 
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but neg1c£b the endearments of his wife, and 
the care Acs of his children, to count the drops 
of rain, note the changes of the wind, and cal- 
culate the eclipfes of the moons of Jupiter« 

I SHALL referve to Tome future paper the 
more religious and important meanings of this 
epitome of wifdom, and only remark at pre- 
fent, that it may be applied to the gay and 
light, as weUastothe gravie and iblemn parte 
of life ; and that not only the philoibpher a»y 
forfeit his pretences to real learning by ni^efi* 
ii^ this neoeffitfy fiudy 9 but diattbewit, and 
the beauty, jiui^,miGarry in/tbeir fcbeo^ 
for want of this univerial requifit^ die know 
ledge of themfdves. 

It is furely for no other reafbn, that we kt 
fuch numbers, in every order of mankind, re* 
felutdy ftrugglmg a^nft nature, and contesd- 
Jog for that which they never can attain,, en- 
deavouring to unite contradi^ons, and de« 
termined to excel in chara^rs tnoonfifleot 
with each other; that ftock-jobbers afied 
drefs, gaiety, and elegance, and that mathe- 
maticians labour to be wits; that the foldicr 
teazes his acquaintance widi qucftions in theo- 
lQgy» and the acadcmict^faopcs to divert the 

ladies 
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ladies . by a recital of his gallantries. That 
abfurdity of pride could proceed only from 
ignorance of themfelves, by which Garth at* 
tempted criticifm, and Gmgreve waved bis ti- 
tle to dr^unatick reputation, and defiPed to be 
confidered only as a gentleman. 

EuPHUBS, with great partSy and extenfive 
knowledge, has a clouded afped, and ungra- 
cious form ; yet it has been hb ambition, from 
his firft entrance into lifie, to diftinguiih him* 
feif by particularities in his drefs, to outvie beaus 
in embroidery, to import new trimmings, 
and to be foremoft in the fHhiotL Euphues 
ha3 turned on his exterior appearance, that 
attention, which would always have produced 
efteem had it been fixed upon his mind ; and, 
though his real virtues, and acknowledged abi- 
lities, have preferved him from the contempt 
which he has fo diligently folicited, he has, a^ 
leaft, raifed one impediment to his reputation ; 
fmce all can judge of his drefs, but few of his 
underftanding ; and many who difcern that 
he is a fop, are unwilling to believe that he 
•can he wife, or learned. 

There is one inflance in which the ladies 
are particularly unwilUtlg to oblcrve die rule 



^r 
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.of Chilo. Tbey are dtfirous to hide from 
Ahemfelves the advances of age, and epdeavoor 
4oo f requendjr to fuppljr the fpri^ifliiiefe and 
4>loom of youth by artificial. beautjr^ and. for- 
'seed yivSdty. They hope ftiU to infiame the 
heart by glances iriiich have lofb their fire, or 
melt it by languor which is no longer delicate ; 
fthey play over the airs which pleafed at a 
4ime when they were esq^eded oidy to pleaie, 
4Uid forgfst that air^ ought in time to give place 
.to virtues. They continue to trifle, l)ecaufe 
tthey could once trifle agKeably, till thofe uriio 
ihared their early 4>leafures ave withdrawn to 
(inore ferious engagements; and are fcarcdy 
rawakenedfrom their dream of perpetual youth, 
ibut by -fipequent experience of the fconi of 
.thofe. whom they endeavour to rival. 

Numb. 25. Tujesday, ^unt 12, 1750. 
P(lj[fmt jma fojfe. vidtntur. V JEGI L • 

T'^HEJRE are feme vices and errors, whiich, 
though often fatal to thofe in whom 
they arx; found, have yet, by the univerfal 

confeat of ouokind, beeucoofidered as entitled 

• . ... 

to 
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to fome degree of rc(j[>c£):, or have, at Icaft 
been exempted from contemptuous infamy ,and 
' condemned by the fevered moralifts with pitjr 
rather than dctcibtion. 

A C0V8TANT and invariable example 
of this partiality will be found in tlie dif- 
ferent treatment received by rafluicfs and 
cowardice, two vices, of which, though 
they may be conceived equally diftant from 
•die middle point, where true fortitude is 
jplaced, and may equally injure any publick or 
private intereft, yet the one is never mention- 
ed without fome kind of veneration, and tlie 
other always confidcrcd as a topick of unli- 
mited and licentious ccnfufe, on which all 
the virulence of reproach may be lawfully 
exerted. 

The fame diftin£lton is made, by the com- 
mon fuffrage, between profufion and avarice, 
and, perhaps, between many other oppofite 
vices : and, as I have found reafon to pay 
great regard to the voice of the people, in 
mod cafes where knowledge has been forced 
upon them by experience without long deduc- 
tions or deep refearches, I ain inclined to be- 
lieve that this diftributionof xefped, however 

unequal 
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unequal it may appear at firft view, is not 
without fome agreement with the nature of 
things ; and that in the faults, which are thus 
invcfted with extraordinary privil^^ there ait 
generally feme latent principles of merit, tonne 
poiEbilities of future virtue, which may, hf 
degrees, break from obftrudUori, and by time 
and opportunity be brought into ziEL 

It may be laid down, as an acknowledged 
axiom, that it is moreeafy to takeaway fuper- 
fluitics than to fupply defc^ | and, therefore^ 
he that is culpable, becaufe he has pafled the 
middle point of virtue, is alwajrs accounted 
a fairer objeft of hope, than he who fails by 
falling ihort. The one has all that perfedion 
requires and more, but the excefs maybe 
eafily retrenched ; the other wants the quali- 
ties requiftte to excellence, and who can teQ 
how he fhall obtain them ? We are certain 
that the horfe may be taught to keep pace 
with his fellows, whofe fault is that he Icmcb 
them behind. We know that a few flrokes of 
the axe will lop a cedar ; but what arts of 
cultivation can elevate a ihrub ? 

To walk withcircumfpe^lion and fteadineiSt 
in the light path, atanequaldiflance between 

the 
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the extremes of error, ought to be the conftant 
endeavour of every reafonabte being ; nor can 
' I think thofe teachers of moral wifHom much 
to be honoured as benefe^ors to mankindy 
who are always enlarging upon the difRculty of 
our duties, and providing rather excufes for 
vice, than incentives to virtue. 

But, fmce to moft it will happen often, 
and to all fometimes, diat thetl: will be a* 
deviation towards one fide or the other, we 
du^talways to employ our vigilance, withmoft 
attention, on that enemy from which there is 
greateft danger, and to ftray, if we muft ftray, 
towards thofe parts, from whence it i^ 
probable that We (hall quickly and eafily return. 

Among other oppofite qualities of the 
mind, which may become dangerous, thoug|h 
in different degrees, I have often had occafion 
to confider the contrary efFedis of prefumption 
and defjpondency i of heady confidence, which 
promifesvifbory without conteft, andheartle& 
pufillanimity, which fhrinks back from the 
thoughts of great undertakings, confounds 
difficulty with impoffibility, aiid confiders all 
advancement towards any new attainment as 
irreveffiUy prohibited. 

L ^ pRESUMPtiON 
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PnEsuMPTioN will be eafily correScd» 
Every experiment will teach caution^ aod iiitf- 
carriages will hourly fliew» that at|£mp(s ait 
not alwa}rs rewarded with fuccefs. The moft 
precipitate ardour will, in time, be tau^tthe 
necei&ty of methodical gradation^ and prepa* 
ratory meafures ; and the moft daring conii* 
dence be'convinced that neither merits nor aiu« 
litiesy can command events. 

It is the advantage of vehemence and adivi- 

ty, that they are always haftening to thdr own 

reformatbn; becaufe they always incite us to tij 

whether our expe£bitions are well grounded 

and therefore dete(3: the deceits which they are 

apt to occafion. But timidity is a difes^e of 

the mind more obfiinate and fatal -, for he who 

is once perfuaded, that any impediment is in- 

fuperable, has given it, with rcfpe£t to him- 

felf, that ftrength and weight which it had not 

before. He can fcarcely ftrive with vigour and 

perfeverance, when he has no hope of -gaining 

the vlftory i and fmce he never will try his 

fttcngth, can never difcover the unreaibnablc» 

nefs of his fears. 

There is often to be found in men devoted 

m « 

to 
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to literature, a kind of int^Ueftual cowardic^^^ 
which whoever converfesmuch among them 
may obierve frequentlj to 4eprefi the alacrity 
of enterprife, and, by confequence, to retard 
the improvement 6f fcience. They have an* 
nexed to every fpecies. o£ knowledge Tome 
chimqricalchajgiifler.of^terrorrand inhibitiont 
which diey tranfmit, without much refledion, 
from one to another, and with which* they firft 
fright themfelves, and then propagate the pa- 
nic to their fcholars and acquaintance. One 
ftudy is inconfiftent.with a lively ima^nation, 
another withafoUd judgment ; oneisimpro*. 
^ in the early parts of life, another requires. 
(o much time, that it is not to be attempted 
at an advanced age ; one is dry and contradb. 
the fentiments, another is diff ufe and overbur- 
dens the memory ; one is infufierahle to tafte 
and delica^, and another wears out life in the 
ftudy of words, and is ufelefs to a wife man, 
who defures only the knowledge of things. 

But of- all the bugbears by which the h^ 

fftntet barbatiy boys both young and old, have 

been liitherto frighted from digreiEng mto new 

-tra<Sb of learning, none has been more mif- 

chievoufly efficacious than an opinion that e- 

vexy kind of knowledge requires 4 peculiar ge* 

hz ' nius^ 
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nius, or mental conftttudoiiy framed far the 
ceception of fome ideas, and the exdulloa of 
others; and that to lum wbofe genius is not 
adapted to the ftud/ which he proTecutes, all 
labourlhall be vain andfruideft, vainas an en- 
deavour to mingle oil and water, or, in die 
language of chemiftrjr, to apalgamate bodies 
of heterogeneous principles* - 

This opinion we maj reafonably fuTpcA to 
have been propagated, by vanity, beyond the 
truth. It is natural for diofe who have raifed 
a reputation by any fcience, toexdt themfdves 
as endowed by heaven with peculiar powers, 
or njarked out by an extraordinary defignation 
for their profeflion ; and to fright competitois 
away by reprefenting the difficulties widi 
whidi they muft contend, and tfie neceffity of 
qualities which are fuppofed to be not genendly 
conferred, and which no man can know, but by 
experience, whether he enjoys. 

To this difcouragemcnt it may be poffibly 
anfwered, that fmce a genius, whatever it be, 
is like fire in the flint, only to be produced by 
•jollifion with a proper AibJeA, it is the bufinefi 
of every man to try whether his faculties may 
not happily co-operate widi his defires; and 

(ince 
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fincethey ^vrfiofe proficiency he admire, knew 
tiicir own force only by the event» he needs 
but engage in the iame undertakingy with 
equal fpirit^ and may reafonably hope for equaL 
fucceis. 

Therb is another fpeciet of (die intelli- 
gence, given by thofe wHo profe^ to (hew the 
way to the fummit of knowledge, of equal 
tendency to depreft the mind with falfe.diftruft 
^ itfelf, and weaken it by needleis folicitude 
. «nd i^e&ion. When a fcholar, whom they 
defire to aiuaiate> confute th^m at his entrance 
tn ioflie new ftudyy it is common to make flaU 
^ring reprefentations of its pleafantnefs and 
facility. Thus thjsy generally attain one of 
two ends almoft equally defiraUe ; they either 
incite his io4uftry by elevating his hopes, or 
produce a high opinion of their own abilities^ • 
fincethey are fuppofed to relate only vvhat. 
they have found, and to have proceeded with 
no leis eafe than they promife to their fol- 
lowers. 

The (ludent inflamed by this encourage* 
ment fets forward in the new path, and^io* 
ceed sa few fteps with great alacrity,but he ibon 
finds afperities and intricacies of which he has 

L 3 not 
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loot been forewarned^ and imagining that none 
ever were To entangled or fatigued before himi 
finks fuddenly into defpair, and defifls as frem 
an expedition in which fate oppofes. him* 
Thus his terrors are multiplied by his hopes, 
and he is defeated without refiflancey becaufc 
he had no expe^tion of an enemy. '■ 

Of thefe treacherous inftru6lors,thc one de- 
ft roys induftry, by declaring that induftry is 
vain, the other by reprefenting it as needled i 
the one cuts aw^y the root of hopCj the ofdier 
raifes* it only to be blafted. The oiie confinct 
his pupil to the fhore, by telling him diat his 
wreck is certain, the other fends him to fea» 
without preparing him for tempefts. 

False hopes and falfe terrors arc equally to 
be avoided. Every nian, who propofes to 
grow eminent by learning, ' fhould carry in his 
mind, at once, the difficulty of excellence* 
and the force of induftry; ^nd remember that 
fame is not conferred but as the recompenfe rf- 
labour, and that labour, vigoroufly continued, 

I ■ 

has riot often failed of its reward. 
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Numb. 26, Saturday, ywu i, i7-5<>t - 

Ingentes domnos^ et cJara twminafamay 

Illtiftripie graves nobilitate domos 
JDevitdj et long} cautusfuge ; contrahe vela^ 

Et te littoribus cymSa propinqua vehat, 

Seneca* 
Ji}* Rambler, 

IT is ufual for men, engaged in the fame 
perfuits, to be inquifitive after the conduct 
and fortune of each other; and, therefore, I 
•fuppofe it will not be unpleafing to you, to 
read an account of the various changes which 
bave happened in part of a life devoted to 
•literature. My narrative will not exhibit 
any great variety of events, or extraordinary 
Tcvolutions ; but may, perhaps, be not le6 
:ufeful, becaufe I fhall relate nothing which 
h not likely to happen to a thou&nd others. 

• I was born heir to a very fmall fortune,an4 
left by my father, whom I cannot remember, 
to the care of an uncle, who, having no chil* 
dren, always treated me as his fbn, and find- 
ing in me thofe qualities which old men eafily 
difcover in fprightly children, when they hap- 
pen to love them, declared that a genius lifcfe 

^ 4 , ;-5T^,v mine 
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mine (hould never be loft for want of cultivad* 
on. He therefore placed me, for the ufyal 
time, at a great fchool, and then fent me to 
the univerfity, with a larger allowance than 
my own patrimony would have a£Forded, that 
I might not keep mean company, but leam 
to become my dignity when I ihould be made 
lord chancellor, which he often lamented, 
that the increafe of his infirmities was V^ 
likely to preclude him from feeing. 

This exuberance of money mitundly 0t 
f^yid itfelf in gayety of appearancx^ woA 
wantonnefs />f expence, and introduced me 
to the acquaintance of thde whom the i^ 
fuperfluity of fortune betrayed to the fame li^ 
cence and oftentation: Voung heirs, who 
pleaied themfelves with a remark very frequent 
in their mouths, that though th^y were fent 
by their fathers to the Univerfity, they werf 
not under the neceffity of living by their learn- 
ing. 

Amokg men of this dais I cafily obtained 
the reputation of a great genius, and was per- 
fuaded that, with fuch livelineis of imagina* 
tion, and delicacy of fentiment, I ihould ne« 
ver be able to fubmit to the drudgery of the 

law 
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lame. I ^efefore gave myielf wlioUy to thf 
jpore aii^ sv»d elqpnt parts of Learning, ami 
'Vas often ib much elated with toy fuperioriqr 
^ the youths* with whom I converied, that. 
i began tp liften9 with great attention, to 
.^ofe that recommended to me a wider an^ 
BX)re conrpi<;iiou^ theatre ; and w« particu* 
larly touched with an obfervation, nude by 
cue c^ my friends i That it was not by lin* 
•gering in the univerfityy that Prior became 
ambai&dori or Addifon fecretary of ibte. . 

.' This ddire was hourly increafad hy tl^ 
iblicitation of my companions, whoiemoviqg 
one by one io London as the caprice of their 
relations allowed them, or as their leg^l dii^ 
iniffipn from the hands, of their guardians put it 
in their power, never failed to fend an account 
4if the beai^tyand felicity of the new world, and 
to remonftrate how much was Joft by . eveijy 
.hour's continuance in a j^lace of set^emex^ 
and conftraint. 

My uncle in the mean time fna^ucntly har* 
railed i^e with monitory. listterB, ^iif )qcIu]|[*iomfi» 
times negle^9ted tp i^en for s^ ifiec^ after, jl re* 
^ved. Aei% 9n4 e^Ae|ra)(y' rfa^. in a tavepi 
with fuch comments as nught ^w how much 

L 5 Iwas 
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I was fuperior to infirufiion or advice, t 
could not but won3er, how* a man cd^ 
fined to the country, and unacquainted 
with the prefcnt fyftem of diings, fhould ima- 
gine himfelf qualified to inftruA a rifing geni* 
us, bom to give laws to the age, refine its 
tafte, and multiply its pleafures. '■ 

TH£-p6{tman,' however, ftill continued to 

bring me new remonftrances ; for my unck 

was very little deprefled by the ridicule and 

reproach which he never heard. But men of 

parts ^tvt quick refefitments ; it wa$ in^Kiffi- 

Me to bear his ufurpations for ever; and I ftf- 

-foWed, once for all, to make him an example 

to thofc who imagine themfelves wife becaufe 

they are old, and to teach young men^ who 

are too tame under reprefentation^ in what 

manner grey-bearded in(blence ought to he 

treated. I, therefore, one cvoiing took my 

pen in hand, and,^ dfter having animated my- 

ielf with a catch, wrote' a general anfwer to 

all his precepjts, with fuch vivacity of turn, 

fuch elegance of irony, and fuch afperity of 

•f?(i^fln', that I convulfed a large company 

"with uriiverfal' laiiffhter,^^ diflurbed the ncigH- 

'tdirrhbod with ' vociferations of applaufe, and 

•■■•'"•' ■■..■■■ fire. 
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five days afterwards was anfwered, that I muft 
be content to live upon my own eflate. ) 

. This contra£lion of my income gave me 
no difturhance, for a genius like mine was 
out of the roach of want. I bad friends th^^ 
would be proud to open their purfes at my call^ 
and profpefb of fuch advancement as would 
loon reconcile my uncle, whoin, upon mature 
deliberation, I refolved to receive into favour, 
without infilling o;i any acknoiyledgme^t of 
bis offence, when the fpl^dour of my condi- 
tion ihould induce.him to wiih for my coun- 
tpiance. I, therefore, went up to London^ 
before I had ihewn the alteration of my con. 
dition by any abatement of my way of livings 
and was received by all my. academical acr 
quaintance with triumph and congratulation, 
I wiia immediately introduced among the 
wits and men of fpirit ; apd, in a (bort time| 
had divefted myfelf of all my fcholar's gravity^' 
and obtained the reputation of a pretty feU 
low. 

- '■ 
You will eafdy b^lfeye that I had no great 

.knowledge of the world .^ yet I had been bin* 

dered, by the general aifmclination every man 

feels to confefe poverty, from telling to anjr 

L 6 one 
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me the refoIutioB of jnyniide^ and for tarn 
time fubfifled upon dieftodt of money which 
I had brought with me, and contributed my 
fliaire is before to all our entertainmenta. But 
my pocket was foon emptied^aad-I was obliged 
to ;^ my friendsfor a fmall fuou This wat 
a fvvour, which we had often reciprocally ro» 
ceired from one another) they fuppofed my 
want! only accidental, and thetefere willing* 
ly fuppliedthenu In. a (hort time, Ifoiind 
a neceffity of aiking again, and was again 
treated with the fiune civility ; but the thud 
time they began to wonder whitf that old vogue 
my unde could mean by fending a gentleman 
to town without money ; and when they gave 
me what I afked for, advifed me to ftipulate 
for more reguhur remittances. 

This fbmeirtuit difhirbed my dream of 
•onftant affluence, but I was thre6 days after 
completely awaked ; for entering the tavern, 
where we met crery evening, I found die 
waiters remitted their compkifance, and, in* ' 
fiead of contending to light me up flain, fuf* 
fered me to watt for fome minutea by At bar. 
When I came to my company I found them 
unufually grave and formal, and one of them 
took a fault to turn the conver&tion upon the 
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ttakcoivA of yomg fiicn, ^ enlarged upon 
ihe. folly of ircqiHUHting fbe company of ip^tl 
of fortune, without being al^e to fupppif .^ 
expence, an obfecYation .YfMch the reftcQa*^ 
tributed eitbgr to enforce by repetition, or U^ 
jlluftratfi.by exajoapk^ Only one of then) tri^ 
md to^inrent the lUicoorft, and endeavoured t^ 
ilireA my attention to remote queftiAPH ^4 
common topidqu 

A MAN guilty^ of poverty eafily believe* 
himfelf fufpededyl mnt, honvever, ntxt morn- 
ing to bre^aft width^m who appeared igno« 
fain of the drift dF the.coaveriation» /and by.ai 
feries ot oiquiries, drawing ftiU nearer to the 

"^point, prevailed on him, not, perhaps, mudi 
•gainft his will, to inform me, tbatMrDijft^ 
whofe^adi^r was a w^thy attorney near utf 
Wtive place,- had, themoming before,, receiv* 
ed an account of my uncle's refentment^ and 

. MmmuAicated hisfaitdligence with the utmoft 
induftry of grovelifig info{eiic& 



* It was how itofengef pra&icable tm confort 
widi my former friends^, unleft I -would be 
€oAtattto' be ttJTed as an* infortorgueft^ .wli# 
Vas to pay for fab wme by mirth and flattery ( 
a cbara&er, which, tf Icould not eicap^ it, I 

St* 
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'eiblved to endure only among tbofi; who had 
never knoivn me in tbe pride of pkntjr. 1 
therefore changed my lodgingi, and frequented 
the cofiee-houfes in a difierent region of the 
town $ where I was very quickly diftinguiihej 
by feveral young gentlemen of high Urthi 
and large eftates, and hegan again to amuft 
my imagination with hopes of preferment^ 
though not quite fo confidently at when I had 
\ck experience. 

Thb firft great conqueft which thit ne^ 
fcene enabled me to gain over myfelf^ wasi 
when I fubmitted to confeis to a party, who 
invited me to an expen&ve diverlion, that my 
revenues were not equal to fuch golden plea* 
fures ; they would not fuffer me, however, to 
ftay behind, and with great relufhutce I yield- 
ed to be treated. I took that oppctttunity 
of recommending myfelf to fome office, or 
employment, which they unanimoufly promi- 
fed to procure me by their joint intereft. 

I HAD how entered into a ftate of depen- 
dence, and had hopes, or fcfurs, ^om almoft 
every man whom I faw*. If it be unhappy to 
have one patron, what is his mifery who ha* 
many? I was obliged to comply withathou- 
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(and caprices, to concur in a thouiand follieSf 
and to countenance a thouiand errors. I en* 
dur^d innumerable mortifications, if not from 
cruelty, at leaft from negligence, which will 
creep in upon the kindeft and moft delicate 
minds, when they converfe without the mutu- 
al awe of equal circumftances. I found- die 
fpirit and vigour of liberty every moment fink- 
ing in me,and a fervile fearof difpleafing,flcal- 
ing by degrees upon all my behaviour, till no 
word, or look, or a&ion, was my own. As 
tfie iblicitude to pleafe increafed, the power 
of pleafing grew lefs, and I was always clouded 
with diffidence where it vrzs moft my ihtereft 
$nd wifli to fhine. 

'. My patrons, confiderihg me as belonging 
to the community, and, therefore, not the 
charge of any particular perfon, made iio 
fcTupie of negle&ing any opportunity of po-o- 
moting me, fmce every one thought it more 
properly the bufinefs of another. An account 
of my expedbtions and difappointments, and 
the fucceeding vicifHtudes of my life, I fhall 
give you in my following letter, which will 
be, I hope, of ufe to fhewhow ill he forms his 
fchemes, who expe^ happinefs without free<* 
dom. . I am^ &u 
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Numb. 27. Tuxsdat, Jum 19, 175& 



^M^ 



^Fauperum mettms fgHwi mUtdlis 



Libirtati cant. ^I» 

Jftfr RAMBLER, 

AS itisnatural for every man to AidI 
hisnfelf of iimx>itancO| your know* 
ledge of the world will incline yon t» 
forgire me, if I imagine your cmiofily fc 
much^ excited, .by the former part of my 
aanation, as to make you defire that I ihouU 
proceed without any unncfteflary arts of cod* 
neAion. I (hall, therefore, not keep you 
longer in fucb fufpenfe, as, peiliaps, aj 
performance may not 



C^m. 



««)MI»>4tl 



In the gay company with which I w» 
«ow united, I found thc^e allucementa and 
delights, which the friend/hip of young meo 
always affords ; there was that opennels which 
naturally produced confidence, that affability 
which, in fome meafure, foftened dependence^ 
and that ardour of profeffion which inciled 
hope. When our hearts were dilated with 
merrio^t, promifes were poured out with 

yxor 
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unlimited profufton, and life and fortune 
were but a fcanty facnfice to friendibip ; but 
when the hour came, at which any effort was 
to be made, I had generalfy the vexation to 
find, that my intercft weighed nothing againit 
the flighteft amufcment, and that every petty 
avocation was found a fufficient plea for con* 
tinuing me in uncertainty and want* 
Their kindnefs was, indeed, flncere; when 
they promifcd they had no intention to 
/deceive, but the fame juvenile warmth which 
skindled their benevolence,' gave force in the 
fuBC proportiofi to every other paffion, And I 
twts forgotten aa foon as any new ptenfuit 
itiud on their attention. 

Vaoario told me one evening, that all 
my perplexities fbould be foon at an end, and 
ddiredme, from that inftant, to throw upon 
him all care of my fortune, for a poft of con** 
iiderable value was that day become vacantt 
and he knew his intereft fufficient to procure 
it in the morning. He defired me, therefore* 
to call on him early, that he might be dreflcd 
foon enough to wait on the mtnifter before 
amy other application (hould be made. I 
came as he appointed, with all the flame of 
gratitude, and was told by hit tunnuit^ that 
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having found at his lodgings, when he came 
home, an acquaintance, who was going to 
travel, he had been perfuaded to accompany 
him to Dover, and that they had taken poft* 
horfes two hours before day. 

I WAS once very near to prefennent, hjr 
the kindncfs of Charmus, who, at my requeft, 
went to beg a place, which he thought me 
likely to fill with great reputation, and ia 
which I fhould have many opportumties of 
promoting his intereft in return ; and be 
pleafed himfelf with imagining the mutud 
benefits that we (hould confer, and die 
advances that we fhould make by our united 
ftrength. Away therefore he went, equally 
warm with frienofhip and ambition, and left 
me to prepare acknowledgments againfl his 
return. At length he came, and told me that 
he had met in his way a party going to break* 
fafl in the country, that the ladies importuned 
him too much to be refufed, and that having 
paflcd the morning with them, he was come 
back to drcfs himfelf for a ball, to which he 
was invited for the evening. 

I HAVE fuffcred fcveral difappointment^ 
from taylors and perriwig-maken, who by 
. • ••- neglefi- 
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neglefting to perform their work withheld my 
patrons from court ; and once failed of an c- 
ftablifhment for life by the delay of a fervant, 
lent to a neighbouring fliop to replenifh ^ 
fnufF-box. 

. At laft I thought my folicitude at an end, 
for an office fell into the gift of Hippodamus's 
father, who being then in the country, 
could not very fpeedily fill it, and whofc 
fbndnefs would not have fuffered him to to* 
fak his fon a leis feafonable requeft. Hippq^ 
damns therefore fet forward with great ex« 
pedition, and I expe£led every hour an account 
of his fuccefs. A long time I waited with- 
out any intelligence, but at laft received a 
letter from Newmarket, by which I was in- 
formed, that, as he had heard on the road, the 
races were b^gun, and I knew the vehemence 
of his paffions too well to imagine that he 
coiild refufe himfelf his favourite amufcment* 

m 

You will not wonder that I was at laft 
weary of the patronage of young men, e- 
Ipecially as I found them not generally to 
piromife much greater fidelity as they advanced 
in life i for I obferved that what they gained 
};i fteadinefs diey loft in benevolence, and 
"^ • ■ grew 
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grew colder to my intereft as they became 
more dih'gent to promote their own. I was 
Convinced that their liberality was only pro* 
fufcncfs, that, as chance direfied, they were 
equally generous to vice and virtue, that they 
were warm but becaufe they were thought- 
Icfs, and counted the fupport of a friend onl/ - 
amongft other gratifications of paffion. 

My refolution was now to ingratiate mytif 
with men whofe reputation was eftabliihedi 
whofe high ftations enabled them to prefer me^ 
and whofe age exempted them from fuddai 
changes of indinatioiL I was confidered ai 
a man of parts, and therefore eafily foiuid 
admii&on to the table ofHilarius^ the celebrated 
orator renowned equally for the extent of hii 
knowledge, the elegance of hb difUon^ and 
the acutencfs of his wit. Hilarius received me 
with an appearance of great fatisia&ion, pro* 
duced to me all his friends, and direded to 
mc that part of his difcourfe in which he moft 
endeavoured to difplay his ima^ation. I bad 
now learned my own intereft enough to fupply 
him opportunities for fmart remarks and gay 
(allies, which I never failed to echo and ap- 
plaud. Thus I was gaining every hour on his 
if edions, till unfortunately, when the af- 

fembly 
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femhly was more fplendid than ufual, his- (le« 
fire of admiration prompted him to turn his 
raillery upon me. I bore it for fome time 
with great fubmiifion, and his fuccels en* 
couragedhim to redouble his attacks} atlaft 
my vanity prevailed over my prudence, I re- 
torted his irony with fuch fuccefs, that HiU- 
rius, unaccuftomed to refinance, was difcon- 
certed, and foon found means of convincing 
me that his ptirpofe was not to encourage a 
rival, but to foAer a parafite. 

I WAS then taken Into the familiarity of Ar* 
gutio, a nobleman eminent for judgment and 
criticirm.He hade ontributed to my reputation^ 
by the praifes which he had often beftowed upon 
fny writings, in which he always owned that there 
■were proofs of a genius that might rife to high de- 
grees of excellence, when time, or information, 
had reduced its exuberance. He therefore always * 
required me to confult him before the publication 
of any new performance, and commonly propof. 
ed innumerable alterations, without fuiEcient at- 
tention to the general defign, and without any rc- 
gardtomy formofftyle, or modeof imagination* 
Bi^t thefe corre6lions he never failed to preij 
as indifpenfably neceflary, and thought the 
leaft delay of compliance an a£t of rebellion/ 

The 
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Tlie pride of sin author made, this treatment 
inTufFerable, and I thought any tyranny caGer 
to be born than that which took fix>m me tin 
ufe of my underftanding. 

My next patron was Eutyches the flatef- 
man, who was wholly engaged in publid 
affairs, and feemed to have no ambition but 
to be powerful and rich. I found his favoitf 
more permanent than that of the others, far 
there was always a certain price at which it 
might be bought^ he allowed nothing to 
humour, or to afie&ion, but was always jrcadjr 
to pay liberally for the fervice that he required. 
His demands were, indeed, very often fuch 
as virtue could not eafily confent to gratify; 
but virtue is not to be confulted when men 
are to raife their fortunes by the favour of the 
great. Hismeafures^ere cenfured; I wrote 
4n his defence, and was rewarded with a place, 
of which the profits were never received by 
me without die pangs of remembering diat they 
were the reward of wickednefs, a reward 
which nothing but that necefTity, which the 
confumption of my little eftate in thefe wild 
perfuits had brought upon me, hindered roe 
from throwing back in the face of mj cor« 
ruptor* 

At 
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At this time my uncle died without a 
will, and I became heir to a fmall fortune. I 
had refolution to throw ofF the . fplendour 
which reproached me to myfelf, and retire to 
an humbler ftate, in which I am now endea* 
vouring to recover the dignity of virtue, and 
hopfe.to make fome reparation for my crime 
and follies, by informing others, who may be 
lied after the fame pageants, that they are a- . 
boiit to engage in a courfe of life, in which 
they are to purchafe, by a thoufand miferiesy 
the privilege of repentance. 

£UBULUS« 

A ♦- A A .♦■ A A A A * A A** AAA AAA A A A AAA A AA A ±AA 

Numb. 2S, Saturday June 23, I25^- 

//// mors gravis incuhaty 
j^i »^f/i nimis omnibus^ 
Jgnotus moriiurjibi. Seneca* 

I HAVE endeavoured, in a late eflay, t« 
(hew into^what errors men are hourly be-' 
trayed by a miftaken opinion of their own 
powers, and a negligent infpeftion of their 
0wn character. But as I .then confined my 

ob« 
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obfenratioAs to common occurrences, ~ and fa* 
miliar fcenes, I think it proper > to enquire 
how far a nearer aofuaintance mth oar- 
felves is neceflary to our prefenradon from 
crimes as well as follies, and how' much the 
attentive ftudy ofourown xninds may con- 
tribute to fecure to us die approbation of that 
being, to Whom we are accountable' both for 
our thoughts and our actions, and v/hdk 
favour muft finally conftitute our total happi* 
ne& * - 



If it be reafonable to eftimate the difficulty 
of any enterprife by the frequent mifcarriages 
of thofe who undertake it, it may jufUy be 
concluded that itis not eafy for a man to 
know himfelf ; for wherefoever we turn our 
view, we (hall find almoft all with whom we 
converfe fo nearly as to know their fentiments, 
indulging more favourable conceptions of their 
own virtue than they have been able to imprefc 
upon others, and congratulating themfelves 
■pon degrees of excellence, which their fond- 
eft admirers cannot allow them to have at* 
iained. 

Those reprefentations of imaginary yk- 
lue are» generally coniidered a» arts of 
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hypocrify, and as fnares laid for confidence 
aiid praife. But, I believe, that this fufpicion 
is often unjuft, and that thofe who 
thus propagate their own reputation, only ex- 
tend the fraud by which they have been them- 
felves deceived ; for this failing is incident to 
numbers, who feem to live without defigns, 
competitions, or perfuits ; it appears on occa- 
fions which promife no acceffion of honour 
6r of profit, and to pcrfons from whom very 
little is to be hoped or feared. It is, indeed, 
not eafy to tell how far we may be blinded 
by the love of ourfclves, when we rcfleft how 
much a fecondary paiBon can cloud our judg- 
ment, and how few faults a man, in the firft 
raptures of love, can difcover in the perfon or 
conduct of his miftrefs. 

To^lay open all the fources from which er* 
ror flows in upon him who contemplates his 
own charader, would require more exa£l 
knowledge of the human heart, than, perhaps, 
the moft acute and laborious obfervers have 
acquired. And, fince falfehood may be diverfi- 
fied without end, it is not unlikely that every 
man admits an impofture in fome refpcft pecu- 
liar tohimfelf,as his viewshavebcen accidental- 
ly direfted, or hrs ideas particularly combined. 

^ Some 
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Some fallacies, however, there are more 
frequently infidious, which it may, perhapsi 
not be ufelefi to dete£t, becaufe though thaj 
are grofs they may be fatal, and becaufe no* 
thing but attention is neceilary^to defeat theffl« 

One fophifm by which men perfuadethem-* 
felves that they have thofe virtues which they 
really want, is formed by the fubflitution of 
fingle afts for habits. A mifer who once re- 
lieved a friend from die danger of a prifoiii 
fufFers his imagination to dwell £>r ever upoa 
his own.heroick generoiity; he yields his heart 
up to indignation at thofe who are blind t9 
merit, or infenfible to mifery, and who caa 
pleafe themfelves with the enjoyment of that 
wealth, which they never permit others to 
partake. From any cenfares of the w^rld, or 
reproaches of his confcience, he has an appeal 
to adion and to knowledge^ and though hi» 
whole life is a courfe of rapacity and avarice 
he concludes hirafelf to be tender and liberal, 
becaufe he has once performed aa aft of libera- 
lity and tenderness. 

As a glafs whicl. magnifies objefts by die 
ai^proach of one end to the eyo) lefieos diem 

by 
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by the application of the other, fo vices are ex« 
tenuated by the inveriion of that fallacy, by 
which virtues are augmented. Thofe faults 
which vre cannot conceal from our own no* 
lice, are coniid«red, however frequent, not 
18 habitual corruptions, or fettled pra£liced» 
but as cafual failures, and fingle lapfes. A man 
who has, from year to year, fct his countrf 
to fale, either for the gratification of his am- 
bition or refentment, confefles that the heat 
of party now and then betrays the fevered vir- 
tue to meafures that cannot be ferioufly de« 
fended. He that fpends his days and nights in 
riot and debauchery, owns that his paiHons 
oftentimes overpower his refolution. But^ach 
comforts himfelf that his faults are not with- 
out precedent, for the beft and the wifeft men 
have given way to the violence of fuddcu 
temptations. 

Thexb are men who alwa}w confound the 
praife of goodnefe with the praftice, and wha 
believe themfelves mild and moderate, chari- 
table and faithful, becaufe they have exerted 
their eloquence in commendation of mildnefs, 
fidelity, and other virtues. This is an error 
almoft univerfal among thofe that convcrfc 
much with dependents,^ with fuch wbofe fear 

M2 Of' 
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or intereft difpofes them'to a feeming reve. 
rence for any declamation, however enthufi. 
aftick, and fubmiffion to any boaft, however 
arrogant. Having none to recall their attenti- 
on to theiii lives, they rate themfdves by the 
goodnefs of their opinions, and .forget how 
much more eafily men may ihew their virtue 
in their talk than in their anions. 

The tribe is likewife very numerous of thofe 
who regulate their lives, not by the fhuid- 
ard of religion, but the meafure of other men's 
virtue; who lull their own remorfe with the 
remembrance of crimes more atrocious than 
their own, and fcem to believe that they 
are not bad while another can.be found 
worfc. 

For efcaping thefe and a thoufand other 
deceits, many expedients have been propofed. 
Some have recommended the frequent conful- 
ration of a wife friend, admitted to intimacy, 
and encouraged to fmcerity. But this appears a 
remedy by no means adapted to general ufe : 
for in order to fecure the virtue of one, it pre- 
fuppoles more virtue in twothan will generally 
he found : In the firft, ' fuch a defire of 
rectitude and amendment, as may incline him 

to 
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to hear his own accufation from the mouth of 
him whom he efteems, and by whgm, there- 
fore, he will always hope that his faults ar€ 
not difcovcred ; and in the fecond fuch zeal 
and honefty, as will make him content for his 
friend's advantage to lofe his kindnefe. 

A LONG life may be pafled without finding a 
friend in whofeundcrftandingand virtue we can 
equally confide, and whofe opinion we can value 
at once for its juftnefs and fincerity. A weak 
man, however honeft, is not qualified to judge. 
A man of the world, however penetrating, is 
not'fit to counfel. Friends are often chofen for 
fimilitude of manners, and therefore each pallia 
ates the other's failings, becaufe they are his own. 
Friends are tender and unwilling to give pain, 
or they are interefted, and fearful to offend. 

These obje<Sions have inclined others to 
advife, that he who would know himfejf, 
fliould confult his enemies, remember the re- 
proaches that are vented to his face, and liftcn 
for the cenfures that are uttered in private. 
For his great bufinefs is to know his faults, 
and thofe malignity will difcover, and refent- 
ment will reveal. But this precept may be 
often fruftrated ; for it feldom happens that, 

M 3 rlval$ 
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fivals or opponents are (ufiered to come 
/lear enough to know our conduS wkh fi> 
much exa£tnefs as that confeknce fliould allow 
and refle£^ the accufation. The charge o( an 
enemy is fometimes falfe, and commonly fo 
mingled with faUehood, that the mind takes 
advantage from the failure of one part to dif- 
credit the reft, and never fufiers any diftuibance 
afterward from fuch partial reports* 

YsT it feems that enemies' ha^e been always 
found by experience the bhA faithful mom* 
tors V for adverfity has ever beea Qon&dereda# 
the (late in which a m^n moft eafiijf becomes 
acquainted with himfelf, and this efied it muA 
produce by withdrawing flatterers ami 
dependenCS)^ whofe bufme^ it la to hUs our 
Weaknefles and our err<»s from us^ and by 
giving loofc to majice, and licence to re- 
proach ; or at leaft by cutting off thoi^ plea- 
fures which called us away from meditation on 
our conduA, and repreffing that pride which 
too eafily perfuades us^ that we merit whatevs^ 
we ^joy. 

Part of thefe benefits it is ia every man's 
power to procure to himfelf, by affigning pro- 
per portions of hie life to the reo^e&ion and 

examination 
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examination of the reft, and by putting him- 
fclf frequently in fuch a fituation by retirement 
and abftra(Slion, as may weaken the influence 
of external objefts. By this praftice he may 
obtain the folitude of adverfity without its 
melancholy, its inftru£Hons without its cen- 
fures, and its fenfibility without its perturba- 
tions. 



The apparent neceffity of fetting the world 
at a diftance from us, when we are refolved to 
take a nearer furvey of ourfelvcs, has fcnt 
many from high flations to the feverities of ^ 
monafticklife; and, indeed, every man deep- 
ly engaged in bufinefs, if all regard to anothcf 
ftate be not cxtinguifhed, muft have the con- 
viftion, tho% perhaps, not the rcfolution of 
Valdeffo, who, when he folicited Charles the 
fifth to difmifs him, being afked, whether he 
retired upon difguft, anfwered that he laid 
down his commiflion, for no other reafon 
but becaufe there ought to befome time for fiber 
refie6lion between the life of a foldier and his 
death. 

There are, certainly, few conditions which 
do not entangle us with fublunary hopes and 
fears ; from thefe it is neceflary to difencumber 

M 4 cur- 
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ourfclves, by intervals of folitude, in which 
wc may place ourfelves in his prcfence who 
views efFe^s in their caufes, and a<S^ions in 
their motives ; in which wc may, as Chilling- 
worth exprefTes it, confider things as if there 
^ were no other beings in the world but God 
and ourfclves ; or, to ufe language yet more 
awful, may commune with our own hearts^ and bt 
liilL 

D£ATH, fays Seneca, falls heavy upon him 
who is too much known to others, and too little 
to himfelf i and Pontanus, a man celebrated a- 
mong theearlyreftorersof literature, thoughtthc 
ftudy of our own hearts of fo much importance, 
that he has recommended it from his tomb. 
Sum Joannes Jovianus Pontanus, quern amave- 
runt bona mufa^ fufpexerurU viri probi^ honejla^ 
verunt reges domini ; jam fcis quijim^ vcl qui 
potlus fuerlm\ ego vero te^ hofpes^ nofcere in 
-tenebris ncqueo^ fed teipfum ut nofcas rogo, *^ I 
** am Pontanus, beloved by the powers of 
'^ literature, admired by men of worth, and 
" dignified by the monarchs of the world. 
*' Thou knoweft now who I am, or more 
*' properly who I was. For thee, ftranger, 
'* I who am in darknefs cannot know thee, 
<* but I intreat thee to know thyfelf.'' 

I HOPE 
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I HOPE every reader of this paper will con- 
fider himfelf as engaged to the obfervadon of 
a precept, which the wifdotn and virtue of 
all ^es have concurred to enforce, a precept 
didtated by philofophers, inculcated by poets, 
and ratified by faints. 

~ T T T T " T T T P T TTT T T T T T T"TTT'«*'»'WW13CWWW5JI 

Numb. 29. Tursday, Jum 26, 1750. 

Prudensfuturi temporis exitum 
Caligimfa noSfe premit deusj 

Ridetqueji mortalis ultra 

Fas tnpidet'"'-^^ HoR* 

THERE is nothing recommended with 
greater frequency among the gayCf 
poets of antiquity, than the fecure pofleflion 
of the prefent hour, and the difmi/Iion of all 
the cares which intrude upon our quiet, or 
hinder, by importunate perturbations, the 
enjoyment of thofe delights which our con« 
dition happens to fet before us. 

The ancient poets are, indeed, by no 
fneans unexceptionable teachers of morality ; 

M 5 their 
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their precepts are to be alwap confidered s» 
the rallies of a getikis^ intent rather upon 
giving pleafiire than inftru&ion, eager to take 
every advantage of infmuation, and, pro* 
vided iie pafions can beei^^g^d on it» fide^ 
very littU folicttous about tto fiififag^ oi 
veafon. 

Th£ darkiie6 and tmcetiaSatf throu^ 
which the heathens were compeUed tx> wander 
in the perfuit of happinefs, may, indeed^ be 
alleged as an excufe for many of their feducing: 
Invitations to immediate enjoymenf:, which the 
moderns, by whom they have been imitated,, 
have not to plead. It is no wonder that ftich as^ 
had no promife of another ftate fhould eagerly^ 
turn their thoughts upon the improvement o£ 
that whicb was before them;: but {uidf 
thofe who are acquainted with the hopes and 
fears of eternity^ might think it neceflary t^ 
put fome reftraint upon their imagination^ 
and rcAcA that by echoing the fbngi^of the 
ancient bacchanals^ and tranfmitting the' 
maxims of paft debauchery,, th^ not only 
prove that they "want inventionv bi^ viirtuey. 
and fubmit to the fervility of imitation only 
tp copy that of which the writer, if he was; 
la live nowj, would often be^ alhstmed. 
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Yet as the errors and follies of a great, 
genius are fddom without fome vadUtions ol 
underftanding, by whick meaner minds may 
be enlightened, the incitements to- pleafure 
are, in theie authors, generally mingled witb 
fuch reflexions upon life, as well deferror 
to be confidered diftin£Uy from the pur- 
pofes for which they are produced, and 
to be treaiured up as the fettled conclufions of 
cxteniive obfervatton, acute iagacity, and 
mature experiencer 

It is certainly not without jull refIe£tionr 
that on thefe occasions they often warn their 
readers againft enquiries into futurity, and 
folicitude about events which lie hid in caufes 
yet una£tive, and which time has not brought 
forward into the view of reafon. For as aa 
idle and thoughtleis refignation to chancy 
without any ftruggle againft calamity, or en- 
deavour after advantage, is below the dignitjf 
of a reafonable being, in whofe power pro- 
vidence has put a great part even of his pre* 
fent happinefs, fo it ihews an equal ignorance 
of our proper fphere, to harrafs our thoughts* 
with con|e£)w:es about things not yet in bei .g* 
How can wc regulate events^ of wluch we 

M 6 vet 
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yet know not whether they will ever happen* 
^nd why fhould we think, with painful anxiety^ 
about that on which our thoughts can have no 
influence ? 

It is a maxim commonly received, that a 
wife man is never furprifed ^ and, perhaps, 
this exemption from aftonilhment may be ima* 
<;tned to proceed from fuch a profpeft into fu- 
turity, as gave previous intimation of thofe 
evils which often fall unexpected upon others 
that have Icfs forcftght. But the truth is, 
tliat things to come, except when they ap- 
proach very nearly, are equally hidden from 
men of all degrees of underftanding; and if 
A wife man is not amazed at fudden occurren- 
ces, it is not that he has thought more, but 
U'\ upon futurity. He never confidered things 
not vet exifting as the proper obje& of his 
.»tt^*ntion ; he never indulged dreams till he 
was deceived by their phantoms, nor ever rea- 
lized non-entities to his mind. He is not fur- 
prifed becaufe he is not difappointed, and he 
efcapes difappointment becaufe he never forms 
any expedations. 

The concern about things to come, that is 
fo judly cenfured, is not the refult of thofe ge- 
neral 
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neral refledions, on the variablcnefi of fortune^ 
the uncertainty of life, and the univerfal in* 
iecurity of all human acquifitions, which 
muft always be fuggefted by the view of the 
world ; but fuch a defponding anticipation of 
misfortuiy^ as fixes the mind upon fcencs of 
gloom and melancholy, and makes fear pre*- 
dominate in every imagination* 

Anxiety of this kind is nearly of the 
fame nature with jealoufy in love, andfufpicion 
in the general commerce of life ; a temper 
which keeps the man always in alarms, dif- 
pofcs him to judge of every thing in a manner 
that lead favours his own quiet, fills him with 
perpetual flratagems of counteraction, wears 
him out in fchemes to obviate evils which never 
threatened him, and at length, perhaps, con* 
tributes to the production of thofe mifchiefs 
of which it had raifed fuch dreadful appre- 
hcnfions* 

It has been ufual in all ages for moralifts to 
reprefs the fwcUings of vain hope by reprefen- 
tations of the innumerable cafualties to which 
life is fubjefl:, and by inlbnces of the unex* 
peftcd defeat of the wifefl fchemes of policy, 
and fudden fubveriions of the higheft eminen- 
ces 
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CCS of greatnefs. It hat, peAafK^ not been 
equally obfcrved, that all diefe examples aflFcvd 
the proper antidote to fear as well as to hope» 
an4 may be applied with no lefi efficacy as 
eonfolations to the tinuMxniSy d»a as reftrakti 
to the proud. ^ 

Evil is uncertain in the fame degree as 
good, and for the reafon that we ought not 
to hope too fecurdy, we ought not to fear 
with too much dejedion. The ftate of the 
world is continually changing, and none can 
^ the refult of the next viciffitude» What- 
ever is afloat in the ftream of time, may, 
when it is very near us, be driven away by an 
accidental; blaft, which ihall happen to crofs 
the general courfe of the current. The fudden 
accidents by which the powerful are deprefied, 
may fall upon diofe whofe malice we fear i 
and the greatnefs by which we expeft to be 
overborn, may become another proof of the 
falfe flatteries of fortune. Our enemies may 
become weaker, or we grow ftrong before 
our encounter, or we may advance, againft 
each other without ever meeting. There are> 
indeed, natural evils which we can flatter our* 
felves with no hopes of efcaping, and with 

Cltle of delaying i but of tl» ills which are 

apprc- 
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zpprthsaiod from humaiv malignity, oi;lbeo(r 
pofition of rival interefb^ we may always allcr 
viate the terror by confidering that our perfe* 
cutoFs are weak and igaorant,. and moiital like 
cHtfftlves» The misfortunes- whick arlfe fron^ 
the coAcurrencft of unhappy cifcumflance* 
ibould never be (d&ted to diftuf b- us before 
they h^^a ;. becaufe^ if tbe bnaft be onQD* 
laid open to die dseadof mere poffibilities o£ 
mifery, life muft be given a prey to difinat 
felicitudey and quiet muft be loft for ever» 

It is remarked by old Comaro^ that it i» 
abfurd to be afraid of the natural di£blution of 
tbe body y becaufe it muft certainly happen* 
and can^ by no caution, or artifice, be avoid* 
ed. Whether this fentiment be entirely juf^ 
Shall not examine jbut certainly, if it be improper 
to fear events which nuifl happen, it is yet mojRe 
evidently contrary to ri^t reafon tafear thofe 
idiich may never happen,, and which, H tfaqr 
ihould come upon us,we cannot refift* 

As we ou^t not to give way to fear anjjr 
more than indulgence to hope, becaufe the 
objefts both of fear and hope are yet uncer- 
tain, (6 we ought not to truft the reprefentati* 
ons of one more than of the otber^ becaufe 

they 
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they are both equally fallacious ; as hope en- 
hrges happineis, fear aggravates calamity* 
It is generally allowed, that no man ever 
found the happinefs of pofieffion prc^rtionate 
to that expectation which incited his defire^ 
and invigorated his perfuit ; nor has any man 
found the evils of life fo formidable in reality, 
as they were defcribed to him by his own ima- 
gination J every fpecies of diftrefs brings with 
it fome peculiar fupports, fome unforefeen 
means of refifting, or power of enduring. 
For this reafon, Taylor juftly blames fome 
pious perfons, who indulged their own fancies 
too much, fet thcmfelves, by the force of ima- 
gination, in the place of the ancient martyrs 
and confeffors, and queftion the validity of 
their own faith becaufe they fhrink at the 
thoughts of flames and tortures. It is, fays he, 
fufficient that you are able to encounter the 
temptations which now aflault you j when God 
fends trials, he may fend ftrength. 

All fear is in itfelf painful, and when it 
conduces not to fafety is painful without ufe. 
Every confideration, therefore, by which 
groundlefs terrors may be removed, adds fome- 
thing to human happinefs. It is likewife not 
unworthy of remark, that in proportion as 

our 
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our cares are imployed upon the future, they 
are abftrafled from tlie prefent, from the only 
time which we can call our own, and of which 
if wc ncgle£l the apparent duties, tg make vain 
provifion againft viftonary attacks, we fhall cer- 
tainly counteradl our own purpofe ; for he, 
doubtlefs, miftakes his true intereft, who 
thinks that he can incrcafe his fafcty, when 
he impairs his virtue. 

Numb. 30. Saturday, "June 30, 1750; 



Vultm vhi tuus 



Affulftt populo^ gratior it dies^ 
Etfoles melius nitent. HoR/ 

Mr RAMBLER, 

tTTI HERE are few tafks more ungrateful, 
Jl than for perfons of modefty to fpeak 
their own praifes. In fome cafes, however, 
this muft be done for the general good, and a 
generous fpirit will on fuch occafions aflert its 
merit, and vindicate itfelf v/ith becoming 
warmth. 

My 
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My circumftancesy iir^ are very hard and 

peculiar. Could the world be brought to 
treat me as I deferve, it would be a publick 
benefit. This makes me apply to you, that 
my cafe being &irly ftated in a paper fo gene- 
rally efteemed, I may fuflFer no longer from 
ignorant and childiih prejudices. 

^My elder brother was a Jew. A very 
refpe£lable perfon, but fomewhat auftere in 
his manner ; highly and defervedly valued by 
his near relations and intimates, but utterly 
unfit for mixing in a larger fociety, or gaining 
a general acquaintance among mankind. In a 
Tenerabk old age he retired from the world, and 
1 in the bloom of youth came into it, fucceeding 
him in all his dignities, and formed, as I might 
^eafonably flatter myfelf, to be the objed of 
univerfal love and efteem. Joy and gladnefs 
were born with me ; chearfulnefs, good humour 
and benevolence always attended and endeared 
my infrmcy . That time is long paft. So long 
diat idle imaginations are apt to &ncy me 
wrinkled, old, and difagreeable ; but, unlefi 
my looking-glafs deceives me, I have not ycf 
loft one charm, one beauty of my earlieft 
years* However^ thus far is too certain^ I 

am 
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am to every body juft what they chufe to think 
me ; fb that to very few I appear in my right 
ihape ; and though naturally I am the friend 
of human-kind, to few, very few compara- 
tively, am I ufeful or agreeable. 

This is the more grievous, as it is utterly 
impoifible for me to avoid being in all forts of 
places and companies^ and I am therefore liable 
to meet with perpetual affronts and injuries* 
Though I have as natural an antipathy to cards 
and dice, as fome people have to a cat, many 
and many an afiembly am I forced to endure % 
and though reft and cootpofure are my peculiar 
jcy, am worn out, and harrafled to death 
with journies by vaea iind wonfien of quality^ 
who never take one, but when I can be ctf 
the party, Soine> on a contrary extreme^ 
will never receive me but in bed, where they 
fpend at leaft half of the time I have to flay 
with them ; and others are fo monftroufly ill- 
bred as to take phyfick on purpofe when they 
have reafon to cxpeft mc. Thofe who kcej^ 
upon terms of more p(ditene& with me, are 
generally fo cold and conftrained in their be- 
haviour, that I cannot but perceive myfelf an 
imwelcome gueft ; and even among perfona 
^efervingof efteem^ and who certainly have 

a valua 
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a value for me, it is too evident that generally 
whenever I come I throw a dulneis over the 
whole company, that I am entertained with 
a formal ftiiFcivility, and that they are glad 
when I am fairly gone. 

How bitter muft this kind of reception be 
to one formed to infpire delight, admiration 
and love ! To one capable of anfwering and 
rewarding the greateft warmth and delicacy of 
Csntiments ! 

I WAS bred up among a fet of excellent 
people, who affeftionately loved me, and 
treated me with the utmoft honour and re- 
fpe£t. It would be tedious to relate the variety 
of my adventures, and ftrange viciffitudes of 
my fortune in many different countries. 
Here in England there was a tim"e when I 
lived according to my heart's defire. When- 
ever I appeared, publick aflemblies appointed 
for my reception were crowded with perfons 
of quality and fafhion, early dreft as for *. 
court, to pay me their devoirs. Chearful 
hofpitality every where crowned my board, 
and I was looked upon in every country parifh 
as a kind of focial bond between the 'fquire* 
the parfon, and the tenants.- The laborious, 

poor 
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poor every where bleft my appearance: they 
do fo flill, and keep their beft clothes to do 
me honour; though as much as I delight in the 
honcft country folks, they do now and then 
throw a pot of ale at my head, and fometimes 
an unlucky boy will drive his cricket-ball 
full in my face. 

Even in thefe my beft days there were 
perfons who thought me too demure and grave. 
I muft forfooth by all means be inftrufted by 
foreign mafters, and taught to dance and play. 
This method of education was fo contrary to 
my genius, formed for much nobler entertain- 
ments, that it did not fucceed at all. 

I FELL next into the hands of a very 
different fet. They were fo exceffively 
fcandalized at the gayety of my appearance, 
as not only to defpoil me of the foreign fop- 
peries, the paint and the patches that I had 
been tricked out with by my laft misjudging 
tutors, but they robbed me of every innocent 
ornament I had from niy infancy been ufcd 
to gather in the fields and gardens ; nay they 
blacked my face, and covered me all over 
with a habit of mourning, and that too very 
coarfe and aukward. I was now obliged to 

fpcnd 
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(pood my wMe Itfe in bearing fionnons; nor 
permitted to much asto fiaoiile upon any occsu> 
iion. 

In tbis melancholy difgiuie I became a 
perfed bi^bcar to all children and young 
folks. Wherever I came there was a gmeral 
hufl), an immediate ftop to all pleafantnds of 
look or diicoiirfe ; and not being permitted to 
talk With them in my owti langiu^ at tkaC 
time» they took fuch a di%uft to me in thofs 
tedious hours of yawrung, that having tnmf- 
mitted it to tfaeir children^ I cannot now be 
beard, thoiigh 'tis long iince t have recovefisd 
my natural form, and pleating tone of voice. 
Would they but receive my vifits kindly, and 
liften to what I could tell them!«^let me fay it 
without vanity — ^how charming a companion 
(hoold I bel to every one could I tsdk on the 
(libjedb moft interefting and moft pleafing. 
With the great and ambitious, I would dif- 
courfe of honours and advancements, of^ dif* 
tin6tions to which the whole world fho«uki be 
witoefs, of unenvied dignities and durable 
preferments. To the rich I would tdl of 
inexhauftiUe treafures, and jtfae fure metkid 
to attain them. I would teach them to put 
out thdr mpnc^ xka the beft intscefty. and.inr 

flrua 
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ftruA the lovers of pleafure how to fecure 
and improve it to the higheft degree. The 
beauty £hould learn of me bow to prefecvo 
an everlafting bloom. To the affli<^ed I 
would adminifter comfort, and relaxation to 
the bufy. 

As I dare promiie myfelf 70U will atteft 
the truth of all I have advanced, there b no 
doubt but many will be dedrous of iniproving 
their acquaintance with me ; and that I may 
not be thought too difficult, I will tell you, in 
fltort, bow I wiih to be received. 

You muft know I equally hate lazy idle- 
nefs and hurry. I would every where be wel- 
comed at a tolerably early hour with decent 
good-humour and gratitude. I muft beat- 
tended in the great halls peculiarly appropriated 
to me with refpecSt ; but I do not infift upon 
finery : proprirty of appearance, and perfect 
neatnefs is all I require. I muft at dinner be 
treated with a temperate, but a chearful focial 
meal ; both the neighbours, and the poor 
ihould be the better for mc. Some time I 
muft have tetc a tete with my kind entertain- 
ers, and the reft of 'my vifit fhould be fpent in 
pleafant walks and airings among fets of agree- 
able 
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able people, in fuch difcourfe as I {hall natu- 
rally diftate, or in reading fome few felefied 
out of thofe numberlefs books that are dedica- 
ted to me, and go by my name. A name 
that, alas ! as the world flands. at prefent, 
makes them oftener thrown afide than taken 
up. As thofe converfations and books ihould 
be both well cbofen, to give fome advice on 
that head may poffibly fumiih you with a fu- 
ture paper, and any thing you fliall offer on 
my behalf will be of great fervicc to. 

Good Mr Rababler, 
Tour Faithful Friend and Servant y SUNDAY. 

Numb. 31. Tuesday, July ^^ 1750. 
Non ego mendofos aujim defender e moresy 
Falfaquepro vitiis arma tenere meis. Ovid. 

THOUGH the fallibility. of man's reafon, 
and the narrownefs of his knowledge, 
arc very generally and liberally confefled, yet : 
if an enquiry be made into the condud of 
thofe who fo willingly admit the weaknefs of 
human nature, there will appear fome reafon 
for imagining that this acknowledgment is 
not altogether fincere, at leaft, that moft make 
it with a tacit referve in favour of themfdves, 
and that with whatever eafe they give up the 

claims 
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claims of their neighbours^ they are defirous 
of being thought exempt &om faults in their 
own condud, and from error in their opinions* 

The certain and obftinateoppolition, which 
we may obferve made to confutation, however 
dear, and to reproof however tender, is an 
undoubted argument, that fome dormant pri« 
vilege is thought to be attacked ; f jr as no 
man can loife what he neither poflefTes, nor 
imagines himfelf to pofl'efs, nor be defrauded 
of that to which he has no right, it is reafon- 
able to fuppofethat thofe who break out in. 
to fury at the firft attacks of contradidion, or 
the flighteft touches of cenfure, fince they 
apparently conclude themfelves injured, muft 
fancy their honour impaired, fome antieiit im- 
munity violated, or fome natural prerogative 
invaded; to be miftaken, if they thought 
tliemfelves liable to miilake, could not be con- 
fidered by them as either fhameful or wonder- 
ful, and they would not furely receive with fo 
much emotion intelligence which only inform- 
ed them of that which they knew before, nor 
ftruggle with fo much earneftnefs againft an 
attack that deprived them of nothing to which 
uliey held themfelves entitled, 

N It 
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It is related of one of the philofc^ers, 
that when an account was brought him of his 
fon's deadi, he received it only with this re* 
fle£lion, / knew that my fm was mortaL He 
thac is convinced of an error, if he^ had the 
fame knowledge of his own weaknels, would, 
inftead of kindling with re&ntment, jftraining 
for artifices, and brooding malignity, only 
regard fuch overfights as the appenckgesof 
humanity, and pacify himfelf with confidering 
that he had always known man to be a Mi* 
ble being. 

If it be true that muft of our paffions are 
excited by the novelty of obje&, there is litde 
reafon for doubting that to be confidered as 
fubje£l to fallacies of ratiocination, or imper* 
fedlion of knowledge, is to a very great part 
of mankind entirely new; for it is impofllble 
to enter any place of general refort, or fall into 
any company where there is not fome regular 
and eftablifhed fubordination, without finding 
rage and vehemence produced only by diffe- 
rence of fentiments about things very trifling, 
in which neither of the difputants have any 
other iatereft than what proceeds from thei 
mutual unwillingnefs to give way to any opi. 

nion 
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nion that may bring upon them the difgrace 
of being wrong. 

I HAVE heard of men that, having advanced 
ibme erroneous doArines in philofophy, have 
refufed to fee the experiments by which they 
were confuted : and the obfervation of every 
day will give new proofs with how much in- 
duftry fubterfuges and evafions are fought to 
decline the preiTure of refiftlefs arguments, 
how often the ftate of the queftion is altered, 
how often the antagonift is wilfully mifrepre- 
fented, and in how much perplexity the cleared 
pofitions are involved by Aofe whom they 
happen to obftruft in the extenfion or propa- 
gation of a pleaiing hjrpothefis. 

Of all mortals none feem to have been more 
infedied with this fpecies of vanity, than the 
race of writers, whofe reputation arifing 
folely from their underftanding) has given them 
a very delicate fenfibility of any violence at* 
tempted on their literary honour. It is not 
unpleadng to remark with what folicitude men 
of acknowledged abilities will endeavour to 
palliate abfurdities and reconcile contradictions, 
only to obviate criticifnis to which all human 
performances mufi ever be expofed^ and from 

N2 . which 
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which they can never fuffier, but when they 
teach the world by a vain and ridiculous impar 
cience to think them of importance. 

Dryden, whofe warmth of fancy, and 
hafte of compofition very frequently hunied 
him into inaccuracies heard himfelf fometimes 
expofed to ridicule for having faid in one of 
his tragedies,' 

I follow fate^ which does too faji ptrfue. 
That no man could at once follow and be fol- 
lowed was, it may be thought, too plain to 
be long difputed ; and the truth is, that 
Dryden wias apparently betrayed into tb^ 
blunder by the double meaning of the worj 
Fate, to which in the former part of th^ 
verfe he had annexed the idea of Fortune 
and in the latter that of Death ; fo that the 
fcnfe only was, though psrfued hy Death, 
/ will not refign myfelfto defpair^ but wiU follow 
Fortune, and do and fuffer what is appointed. 
This however was not completely exprefled, 
and Dr YD FN being determined not to give 
way to his critics, never confeiled that he had 
been furprifed by an ambiguity ; but finding 
juckily in Virgil zn account of a man moving 
jn a circle, with this expreffion, Etfefeqidtur^ 
quefugitque^ ^^ Here^ fays he9 is the paflage in 

M imitatioi 
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** imitation of which I wrote the line 
•* that my critics were pleafed to- condemn 
•* as nonfenfe^ not but I may fometimes write 
^ nonfenfe, though they have not the fortune 
*• to find it." 

Every one fees the folly of fuch mean* 
doublings to efcape the perfuit of criticifm ; 
"or is there a fingle reader of this poet, who- 
would not have paid him greater veneration,- 
had he fhewn confcioufnefs enough of his own 
fuperiority to fet fuch cavils at defiance, and ' 
owned that he fometimes flipped into errors by 
the tumult of his imagination^ and the multi- 
tude of his ideas. 

It is however happy when this temper dif» 
covers itfelf only in little things, which may 
be right or wrong without any influence on the 
virtue or happinefs of mankind. We may, 
wid) very litde inquietude, fee a man perfift 
in a projed, which he has found to be imprac« 
ticable, live in an inconvenient houfe becaufe 
it was contrived by himfelf^ or wear a coat 
of a particular cut, in hopes by pcrfeverance 
to bring it into fafhion. Theft are indeed 
foUieS) but they are oi^y follies^ and, how- ' 

N J eveir 
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ever wild or ridiculous, can very little af- 
feSt otlien. 

But fucb pride, once indulged, too fre- 
quently operates upon more important objeds, 
and inclines men not only to vindicate their 
errors, but their vices ; to perfiii in praSices 
which their own hearts condemn, only left 
they ihould feem to feel reproaches, or be 
made wifer by the advice of others ; or to 
icarch for fophifms tending to the confufioa 
of all principles, and the evacuation of all da* 
ties, that they may not appear to aA wha^ 
they are not able to defend. 

Let every man, who finds vanity fo faT 
predominant, as to betray him to the danger of 
this laft degree of corruption, paufe ajraoment 
to confider what will be the confequences of the 
plea which he is about to offer for a practice to 
which he knows himfdf not led at firft by rea* 
fon, but to which he was impelled by the vio- 
lence of defire, furprized by the fuddenneis of 
pafSon, or feduced by the foft approaches of 
temptation, and by imperceptible gradations 
of guilt. Let him confider what he is going 
to commit by forcing his imderftanding to pa- 

tronife 
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tronife thofe appetites, which it is ks chief 
bufinefs to hinder and reform. 

. The caufe of virtue requires fo little artt^ 
defend it, and good and evil, when they have 
been once fhewn, are fo eaAly diftinguiihed, 
that fuch apologifts feldom gain proCelytes to 
their party, nor have their fallacies power to 
deceives any but thofe whofe deiires have cloud* 
ed their difcernment. All that the beft fa« 
culties thus employed can perform is, to per- 
fuade the hearers that the man is bopelefs whom 
they only thought vitious, that corruption has 
pafled from his manners to his principles, that 
aU endeavours for his recovery are without 
profped of fucceis, and that nothing remains 
but to avoid him as infe£tiou9y or hunt him 
down as deftrudive. . 

But if it be fuppofed that be may impofe on^ 
his audience by partial reprefentations of con- 
fequences, intricate deductions of remote cau- 
fes, or perplexed combinations of ideas, which 
having various relations appear different a^ 
viewed on different fides-; that he may fome- 
times puzzle the weak and well-meaning, 
and now and then feduc^, by the admiration 
of his abilities^ a youngs mind ftill fluctuating 
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ID unfettled notions, and neither fordfied by 
inflrudion nor enlightened by experience; 
yet what muft be the event of fuch a triumph { 
A man cannot fpend all this life in fiolick : 
age, or difeafe^ or foUtude will bring fome 
hours of ferious confideration, and it will then 
afford no comfort to think> that he has extend- 
ed the dominion of vice> that be has loaded 
himfelf with the crimes of others, and can 
never know the extent of hk own wickednefs^ 
or make reparation for the mifchief that he < 
has caufed. There is not perhaps in all the 
ftorles of ideal anguiib,, a thou^t more pain* 
ful, than the confcioufneis of having propaga^ 
ted coriuption by vitiating principles,, of ka^ 
ving not only drawn others from the paths o£ 
virtue,, but blacked up the way. by which thejt 
(bould return, of having blinded them, fxxeve^ 
ry beauty but the paint of pleafure, and deaf- 
ened them to every call biAt the alluring voice 
of the Qrreni of defirui^ioiu 

There is yet another danger in this prae* 
tice : men who cannot deceive others, are ve* 
ry often fuccefifiil in deceiving themfelves ; 
they weave their fophiftly till their own rea- 
fon is entangled, and repeat their pofitiora till 
they are credited by tkBmfeiv^ I by often con<> 
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tending they grow linccrc in the caufe, and by 
long wifhing for demonftratlve arguments 
they at laft bting thcmfelved to fancy that they 
have found thentr They are then at ehe utter* 
moft rerge of wiclcednefs^ and may dte with- 
out halving that light rekindled in their minds» 
which their own pride and contumacy have 
extinguifhed. 

The men who can be chargeJ with fewefll 
feilings, either with refpeA to abilities or vir- 
tue, are generally moft ready to allow them ^ 
for not to dwell on things of (bkmn and aw* 
ful confideration, the humility of confefTors, 
the tears of faints^ and the dying terrors of 
perfont eminent for piety and innocence^ it is 
well iuiown that Caefar wrote an account of 
the errors committed by him in his wars of 
Gauly and that Hippocrates a name perhaps in 
rational eftimation greater than Caefar's, warned 
pofterity againft a miftake into which he had 
fallen. S9 mmh, iays Celfus> do£s the open and 
arttefs confejjion of an irtwr become a man confci'^ 
ous that he has enough remaining t9 fupport hh 
^haraSfer. 

As all error is meannefi, it is inccmibent on 
every man who confiiltt his> own dignity, toi 
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jretraA it as foon as he difcovers it, without 
fearing any cenfure fo much as that of his 
awn mind. As juftice requires that all injuries 
fliould be repaired, it is the duty of him who 
has feduced others by bad prafiices, or fidfe 
notions, to endeavour that fuch as have adopt- 
ed his errors ihould know his retra^ont and 
that thofe who have learned vice by his exam- 
ple, fhould by his example be taught amend* 
ment 

AAAAAAJlAAAJ lAAAAAAAAAAAA^** • * • * AAA 
VrTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT'TTT TTT TTT 

Numb. 32. Saturday, July 7, 1750. 

SO large a part of human life pafles in aftate 
contrary to our natural defircs, that one 
of the principal topics of moral inflru<3ion is 
the art of bearing calamities. And fuch is (he 
certainty of evil, that it is the duty of every 
man to furnifh his nund with thofe principles 
that may enable him to a£t under it with de- 
cency and propriety. 

The feft of antient philofophers,^ that 
boafted to have carried this neceiBuy fcience to 

the 
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tfce higheft perfe£iion, were the ftoics, or 
fcholars of 2^o, whofe wild enthufiaftick vir- 
tue pretended to an exemption from the fen- 
fibilities of unenlightened mortals, and who 
pjt>claimed themfdves exalted, by the doc- 
trines of their fe£t, above the reach of thofe 
ii:urerie$9 which embitter life to the reft of the 
world. They therefore removed pain, pover- 
ty, lofs of friends, exile, and violent deaths 
from the catalogue of evils ; and pailed, in 
their haughty ftile, a kind of irrcverfible de* 
tree, by which they forbad them to be count- 
ed any longer among the objects of terror or 
anxiety, or to give any difturbance to tlie tran- 
quillity of a wife man. 

. This edi£t indeed was, I think, not uni*- 
verfally obferved, for though one of the more 
refolute, when he vr^s tortured by a violent 
difeafe cried out, that let pain harrais him to 
its utmoft power, it fhould never force him to 
retra£t the doSrines of his (e£l, or to confider 
it as other than indifferent and neutral ; yet all 
had not ftubbornnefsto hold out againft their 
fenfes : for one of Zena*s pupils is recorded to 
have confefled in the anguifli of the gout, that 
be now found fain to be an evil. 

N6 It 
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It mxf hawcfcr be queftiomd^ vrfaetlMf 
Ade philofophers can be veiy py^pcrljr inin^ 
btred among die teachefs of patience ; for if 
pain be not an evil there feems no iaflmttoa 
lequifite bow it may be bof n^ and therefore 
when thejr endeavotir to ann dicir foUoweia 
with arguments againft it) tbey may be thought 
to have ^ven up their fopft poiti<Mi. Butfoch 
inconfiftencies are to be exposed from die 
greateftunderftandings, when they endeavour 
to grow eminent by fii^ularity, and ^nfkf- 
their ftrength in eftaUifliing opiniona c^ipo- 
fite to nature. 

The controveriy about the reaSty of exter* 
nal evils is now at an end. That life has ma- 
ny miferies, and that thofe miiieries are, fome* 
times at leaft, equal to all the powers of forti- 
tude which can be raifed againft them, isnow 
univerfally confefled ^ and theiefore it is ufofiit 
to coniider not only how we may eicape them> 
but by what means thofe which either the ac- 
cidents of affairs, or the infirmities of nature 
muft bring upon us, may be mitigated and 
lightened; and how we may make thofe houss 
]efs wretched, which the condition of our pre^ 
fent exigence will not ^low to be very happy^ 

TB£ 
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Th£ cure for die greateft port of* humail 
Biiferio it not radical, but pallifitive* Infeli-r : 
ci^ it involved in corporeal nattue^ aa^iotar* 
viroven with our being ; all attempts theieforv 
to decline it wholljr are ufields aadvaiji : tbe ar* 
mies of pain fend their arrows agpunft us on 
•very fide, Ac choice ii only between thofii 
which aie more w left ibarp, or tinged with 
poifon of greater or left maUgnitjrs and tho 
ftrongeft ara^ur which leaibn can fupply^^ 
will only blunt dicir points, but cannot ttm 
pdthem. 

The great remedy which heaven has put 
in our hands is patience, by which, though 
we cannot leflen the torments of the body^ 
we can in a great mcafurepreferve the peace of 
die mind, and ibaU fuffisr only the natwal and 
genuine force of an evil, without heightening. « 
its acrimony, or prolonging itsefieds. 

Thbre is indeed nothing more uniiiitable 
to the nature of man in any calamity than 
rage and turbulence, which, without examin*- 
ing whether they are not fometimes impious^ 
are at leaft always offenfive, and incline oLher» 
rather to hate and defpife than to pity and affift 
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us. If what we fulFer has been brought upon 
us by ourfdives, it is obferveid by an antieat 
poet, that patience is eminently our duty, fince 
no one ihould be angry at feeling that which 
he has deferved. 

LmtiT ix mmU pdcquid patiare fatfh 
dumift* 
And, furely, if we are not confcious that we 
have contributed to our own fufferings, .if 
punifliment fall upon innocence, or difappoint- 
stent happens to induftry and prudence, pa- 
tience, whether more neceilary er not, is much 
eafier, fmceourpainis then without aggrava- 
tion, and we have not the bitternefs of remorfe 
to add to the afperity of misfortune. 

In thofe evils which are allotted to us by 
providence, fuch as deformity, privation of 
any of the fenfes, or old age, it is always to 
be remembred that impatience can have no 
prefent efFed, but to deprive us of the conlb- 
lations which our condition admits, by driving 
away from us thofe by whofe converfation or 
advice we might be amufed or helped ; and 
that with regard to futurity it is yet le(s to be 
juftified, iince, without leilening the pain, it 
cuts off the hope of that reward, which he by 

whom 
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whom it is infli&ed will confer upon them 
that bear it well. 

In all evils which admit a remedy^ impati- 
ence is to be avoided, becaufe it waftes that 
time and attention in complaints, that, if pro* 
perly applied, might remove the caufe. Tu- 
renne, among the acknowledgements which 
he ufed to pay in converfation to the memory 
of thofe by whom he had been inftruded in the 
art of war, mentioned one with honour, who 
taught him not to fpend his time in regretting 
any miftake which he had made, but to fet 
himfelf immediately and vigoroufly to repair it. 

Patience and fubmiffion are very careful- 
ly to be diftinguifhed from cowardice and in- 
dolence. We are not to repine, but we may 
lawfully firuggle ; for the calamities of life, 
like the neceffities of nature, are calls to la- 
bour, and exercifes of diligence. When we 
feel any preffure of diftrefs, we are not,to con- 
clude that we can only obey the will of heaven 
by languifhing under it, any more than when 
we perceive the pain of thirft we are to ima- 
gine that w^ter is prohibited. Of -misfortune 
it never can be certainly known whether, as 
proceeding from the hand of God, it is an aA 

of 
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of fiMrour, or of punaflunent : but fince all 
the ordinary di(penlatioi» of proridence are to 
be interpreted according to the general ana- 
logy of diings we may condude, that we 
have a right to remove chic inconvenience w 
well as another ; thatweareonly totakecare 
left we purchafe eafe widi guilt ; and that our 
maker's purpofe, whether, of reward or UtftA^ 
ty» win be anfwered by the labours vrtndi he 
lays us under the neceffity of performing. 

This duty is not more difficult in any 
ftate^ than in difeafes inteniely painful^ which 
may indeed admit of fuch exacerbations as 
feem to ftrain the powers of life to their ut- 
moftftretch, and leave very little of the atten* 
tion vacant to precept or reproof* In this 
ftate the nature of man requires fome indul* 
gence, and every extravagance but impiety 
may be eafily forgiven him. Yet, left we 
(hould think ourTelves too foon entitled to the 
mournful privileges of irreiiftible mifery, it 
is proper to refled that the utmoft anguiih 
which human wit can contrive> or human 
malice can inflidt^ has been bom widi conftan- 
cy ; and that if the pains of difeafe be, as I 
believe they are, fometimes greater than thofe 
of artificial torture, they are thefdore in their 

own 
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own nature ihorter^ the vital frame is quickly 
broken, the union between foul and body is* 
for a time fufpended, zmd we foon ceafe to feel 
our maladies when they once become too vio*- 
lent to be born. I think there is fome reafoA 
for queftioning whether the body and mind- 
are not fo proportioned, that the one can bear 
all which can be infli£led on the other, whe* 
ther virtue cannot fland ks ground as long as 
life, and whether a foul well principled will 
not be feparated fooner than fubdued. 

In calamities which, operate chiefly on our ' 
pafBons, fuch as diminution of fortune, loCgi- 
of friends, ot decienfion- of chara^j^. the: 
chief danger of impatience i& upon the ftrft at- ' 
tack, and many expedients have been contri*^- 
ved,. by vrhich the blow may be broken. 0£ 
thefe the moft general precept is^ not to takst 
pleafure in any thing, of which it is not in- 
our power to fecure the pofleiEon to ourfelves.. 
—This couniel, when we co^ifider the enjoy- 
ment of any terreftrial advantage, as oppofite 
to a conftant and habitual folicitude for future 
felicity, is uadoubtedlyjuft, and delivered by 
that authority which cannot be difputed 5 but 
in apy other fcnfe, is it not like advice, not 
to walk left we ibould ftumble^L or not to fee 
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left our eyes fliould light upon deformity ? It 
icems to me reafonaUe to enjoy bleffings with 
confidence, as weU as to lofe them with fub- 
miffiont and .to hope for the continuance of 
good which we poileis without infolence or 
voluptuoulheis, as for the reftitution of that 
which we lofe without defpondency or mur* 
murs. 

The chief fecurity againft the fruitlels an- 
gutfh of impatience, mufl arife ftota the fre- 
quent reflection on the wifdom and goodneft 
of the God of nature, in whofe hands are 
riches and poverty, honour and difgrace, plea- 
fure and pain, and life and death. A fettled 
conviAion of the tendency of every thing to 
our good, and of the poflibility of turning 
miferies into happineis, by receiving thera 
rightly, will incline us to blefs the name nf 
the Lord, whether be gives or takes away. 



NuM». 
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Numb. 33. Tuesday, July 10, i75«» 
^od card altemd Requie durabili non eft. 

bviD. 

IN the early ages of the world, as is well 
known to thofe who are verfed in anti- 
ent traditions, when innocence was yet un* 
tainted, and fimplicity unadulterated, man- 
kind was happy in the enjoyment of continual 
pleafure, and conftant plenty, under the pro- 
tcdion of Rest ; a ^ntle divinity ,who requi- 
red of her worfliippers neither altars nor fa- 
crifices, and whofe rites were only performed 
by proftrations upon tufts of flowers in ihade« 
ef jafmine and myrtle, or by dances on the 
banks of rivers flowing with milk and nefUr* 

Under this eafy government the firft ge- 
nerations breathed the fragrance of perpetual 
faring, eat the fruits, which, without culture, 
fell ripe into dieir hands, and flept under 
bowers arched by nature, with thcf birds fuig- 
ing over their heads, and the beafts fporting^ 
about them. But by degrees they began t# 
lofe their original integrity; each, though 

there 
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there was more than enough for all, was de- 
firous of appropriating part to himfdf. Then 
entered violence and fraud, and theft and ra- 
pine. Soon after pride and envy broke into 
the world, and brought with them a new 
ftandard of wealth ; for men, who till then 
thought themfelves rich when they wanted no- 
thing, now rated their demands, not by the 
calls of nature, but by the plenty of others ; 
and began to confider themfelves as poor when- 
they beheld their own pofieffions exceeded by 
thofe of their neighbours. Now only one 
could be happy, becaufe only one could have 
moft,, and.that one was always tn danger, left 
the fame aifis i^ which he had fupptanted^thers 
ftould be pradifediupon himlei^ 

Amidst the prevaknce of this corruption^ 
fteftate of the earth was changed*; the year 
was divided into feafons ; part of the ground 
became barren^ and the reft yielded only ber- 
ries». acorns> and herbs. The fummer and 
autumn indeed furntflied a coarie and inelegant 
fufficiency, but winter was without any relief; 
Famine,, with a thoufand difeafes, which the 
inclemency of the air invited into the upper 
regions, made havock among men, and there 

dppearol 
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appeared to be danger left they fhould be de* 
firoyed before they were reformed. 

To oppofe the devafiations of Famine, 
who fcattered the ground every where with 
carcafesy Labour came* down upon earth. 
Labour was the fon of Necessity, the 
nurfeling of Hope, and the pupil of Art ; 
he had the ftrength of his mother, the fpirit of 
his nurfe, and the ^dexterity of his govemeis. 
His face was wrinkled with the wind, and 
fwarthy with the fun ; he had the implements 
of hufbandry in one band, with which he turn- 
ed up the earth ; in the other he had the tools 
of architedure, and raifed walls and towers at 
his pleafure. He called out, with a r^ugh 
voice, '* Mortals ! fee here the power to whom 
<^ you are configned, and from whom you 
^< are to hope for all your pleafures, and all 
«' your fafety. You have long languiflied un- 
<< der the dominion of Rest, an impotent and 
<( deceitful goddefs, who can neither proted 
«* nor relieve you, but refigns you to the firft 
<< attacks of either Famine or Disease, and 
*« fufFers her fhades to be invaded by every 
*« enemy, and deftroycd by every accident.** 

c( Awake th^efoieto tbp call of Laiour. 

I will 
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^ I will teach you to ranedj tbe fteriHty of 
<< tbe earth, and tbe feverity of die Iky ; I 
*^ will compd fummer to find provifions for 
^ tbe winter; I will force the waters to give 
^ you their fiih, the air its fowls, and tbe 
<< foreft its beafls ; I will teach you to jnerce 
^ the bowels of the earth, and bring out fiiom 
<^ the caverns of the mountains metals which 
<^ {ball give ftrength to your bands, and fecu- 
<^ rity to your bodies, by which you may be 
<< covered from the aflaults of the fierceft 
<< beafts, and with which you Iballfdl die oak, 
<< and divide rocks, and fubjeft all na* 
•* ture to your ufe and pleafure.** 

Encouraged by this magnificent invita* 
don, the inhabitants of the globe confidered 
Labour as their only friend, and hafted 
to his command. He led them out to the 
fields and mountains, and (hewed them how 
to open mines, to level hills, to drain marih- 
es, and change the courfe of rivers. The 
face of things was immediately transformed . 
the land was covered with towns and villages 
encompafled with fields of corn, and plan- 
tations of fruit-trees; and nothing was feen 
but heaps of grain, and baikets of fruit, full 
tables, and crouded ftorehoufes* 

Th«8 
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Thus Labour and his followers added e- 
very hour new acquifitions to their conqiiefts> 
andfaw Famine gradually difpoflefled of his 
dominions; tillatlaft, amidft their jollity and 
triumphs, they were depr<;fled and anuzed by 
the approach of Lassitude, who was known 
by her funk eyes, and deje£led countenance* 
She came forward trembling and groaning: 
at every groan die hearts of all thofe that be- 
held her loft their courage, their nerves flack- 
ened, their ' hands {hook, and the inftruments 
of labour fell from their grafp. 

Shocked with this horrid phantom they 
reflected with regret on their eafy compliance 
with the folicitations of Labour, and b^an 
to wifli again for the golden hours which they 
remembered to have pafled under the reign of 
Rest, whom they refolved again to vifit, 
and to whom they intended to dedicate the 
remaining part of their lives. Rest had not 
left the world ; they quickly found her, and 
to atone for their former defertion, invited her 
to the enjoyment of thofe acquifitigns which 
Labour had procured them. 

Rest therefore took leave of the groves and 

vallies^ 
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vallies, which flie had hitherto inhabited, and 
entered into palaces, rqpofed herfelf in alcoves, 
and flumb^ed away die winter upon beds of 
down, and the fiunmer in artifidal g^iottos 
with cafcades playing before her. There was 
indeed always fomething wanting to complete 
her felicity, and fl\e could never lull her re* 
turning fugitives to that ferenity, which thqr 
knew before thelrengagements with Labour : 
Nor was her dominion entirely without con« 
troul, for fhe was obliged to ihare it with 
Luxury, though flie always looked upon her 
as a falfe friend, by whom her influence was 
in reality deflroyed, while it Teemed to be pro* 
moted. 

The twofoft aflbciates, however, reigned 
for fome time without vifibledifagreement, till 
at laft Luxury betrayed her charge, and let 
in Disease to feize upon her worfhippers« 
Rest then flew away, and left the place to 
the ufurpers ^ who employed ^1 their arts to 
fortify themfelves in their poflefllion, and to 
flrengthen the intereft of each other. 

Rest had not always the fame enemy : in 
(ome places fhe efcaped the incurfions of Dis- 
ease s but had her reiidence invaded by a 

more 
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more flow and fubtle intruder, for very fre- 
quently when every thing was compofed and 
quiet, when there was neither pain within> 
nor danger without, when every flower was in 
bloom, and every gale freighted with perfumes. 
Satiety would enter with a languifliing and 
repining look, and throw herfelf upon the 
couch placed and adorned for the accommo- 
dation of Rest* No fooner was flie feated 
than a general gloom fpread itfelf on every fide, 
the groves immediately lofl; their verdure, and 
their inhabitants defifted from their melody, 
the breeze funk infighs, and the flowers con- 
tracted their leaves and fhut up their odours. 
Nothing was feen on every fide but multitudes 
wandering about they knew not whither, in 
qucii they knew not of what ; no voice was 
heard but of complaints that mentioned no 
pain, and murmurs that could tell of no mif- 
fortune. 

Rest had now loft her authority* Her 
fbllowcrs again began to treat her with con- 
tempt ; fome of them united themfelves more 
clofely to Luxury, who promifcd by her arts 
to drive Satiety away, and others, that 
were more wife or had more fortitude, went 
back again to Labour, by whom they were 

O indeed 
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^ndced protefied from Satiety, but deli, 
vered up in time to Lassitude, and forced 
by her to the bowers of Rest. 

Thus Rest and Labour equally perceiv- 
ed their reign of (hort duration and uncertain 
tenure, and their empire liable to inrodes 
from thofe who were alike enemies to both. 
They each found their fubje£ts un&ithful, and 
ready to defert them upon every opportunity. 
Labour faw the riches which he had given 
always carried away as an offering to REST,and 
Rest found her votaries in every exigence 
flying from her to beg help of Labour. 
I'hey, therefore, at laft determined upon an 
interview, in which they agreed to divide the 
world between them, and govern it alternate" 
ly, allotting the dominion of the day to one, 
and that of the night to the other, and pro- 
niiicd to guard the frontiers of each other, fo 
that, whenever hoftilities were attempted, 
Satiety fliould be intercepted by Labour, 
and Lassitude expelled by Rest. Thus 
the antient quarrel was appeafed, and as ha- 
tred is often fucceeded by its contrary^ Rest 
afterwards became pregnant by Labour, 
tnd vi'as delivered of H£ALTH> a benevolent 

goddefS) who confolidated the uoioA of her 
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parents, and contributed to the regular viciilL- 
tudes of their reiji^n, by difpenfing her gifts to 
thofe only who ihared their lives in juft propoi« 
tions between Rest and Labour, 

Numb. 34. Saturday, July 14, 1750. 



•Nmfim vano 



Aurarum itfilua meut . ■ ■ HoR 

IHa VE beeiicenfured for having hitherto de« 
dicated fo few of my fpeculations to the la« 
dies; and indeed the moralift, whofe inftru£li- 
ens are accommodated only to one half of the 
human fpecies, muft be confeiTed not fuffici- 
ently to have extended his views. Yet it is to 
be confidered, that mafculine duties afford 
more room for counfels and obfervations, as 
they are lefs uniform, and connefted with 
things more fubje£l to vicif&tude and accident i 
we therefore find that in philofophical difcour- 
fes which teach by precept, or hiftorical nar- 
ratives that inflruft by example, the peculiar 
virtues or faults of women fill but a fmall part; 
perhaps generally too fhiall, for fo much of our 
domeftic faappinefs is in their hands» and their 
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influence is fo great upon our earlieft years, 
that the univcrfal intereft of the world rc- 
"quires them to be well inftrufled in their pro- 
Yince; nor can it be thought proper that the 
qualities by which fo much pain or pleafure 
may be given, fhould be left to the dire£Hon 
ef chance. 

• 

I HAVE, therefore, willingly given a place 
in my paper to a letter, which perhaps may 
not be wholly ufdeis to them whoie chief am- 
bition is to pleafe, as it {hews how certainly 
the end is miiTed by abfurd and injudicious 
endeavours at diftindion. 

TotheRAMBLEK. 

SIR, 

I AM a young gentleman at my own difpofal, 
with a confiderableeftate ; and having paf- 
fed through the common forms of education, 
fpent feme time in foreign countries, and 
made myfelf diftinguifhed fmce my return in 
the politeft company, I am now arrived at that 
part of life in which every man is cxpcSted 
to fettle, and provide for the continuation of 
his ;lineage. I withftood for fome time the 
folicitations and remonftrances of my aunts 

and 
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and uncles, but at laft was perfuaded to vifit 
jfnthea^n, heirefs,whofe land lies contiguous ta 
mine, and whofe birth and beauty are without 
objedion. Our friends declared that we wer^ 
born for each other, all thofe on l^th fideg. 
who had no intereft in hindering our union,, 
contributed to promote it, and were confpir- 
ing to hurry us into matrimony, before we had 
any opportunity of knowing one another. I 
was, howevei*, too old to be given away 
without my own confent, and having happen- 
ed to pick up an .opinion, which to many of 
my relations feemed extremely odd, that a 
man might be unhappy with a large eftate, 
determined to obtain a nearer knowledge of 
the perfon with whom I was to pafs the remain- 
der of my time. To protraft tlie court- 
ship was by no means difficult, for Anthea had 
a wonderful facility of evading queflions 
which I feldom repeated, and of barring ap* 
proaches which I had no great eagerne& 
to prefs. 

Thus the time pafled away in vifits and 
civilities, without any ardent profeffions of 
love, or formal offers of fettlements. I often 
attended her to publick places, in which, as i» 
well knowiv ^ behaviour is fo much regulated 

O J by 
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by cuftom, that very little infight can be gaiA- 
cd into the private chara&er, and therefore I 
was not yet able to inform myfelf of her ha* 
mour and inclinations. 

At laft I ventured to propofe to her to 
Inake one of a fmall party, and fpend a day 
in viewing a feat and gardens a few miles dif- 
tant; and having, upon her compliance, col- 
le&ed the reft of the company, I brought,at the 
hour, a coach which I had borrowed from aa 
acquaintance, having delayed to buy one my- 
felf, till I jQiould have an opportunity of ta- 
king the lady's opinion for whofe ufe it was 
intended. Anthca came down, but as fhe was 
going to ftep into the coach, ftarted back with 
great appearance of terror, and told us that 
(he durft not enter, for the fhocking colour of 
the lining had fo much the air of the mourn- 
ing coach, in which fhe followed her aunt's 
funeral three years before, that flie fhould hq- 
ver have her poor dear aunt out of her head. 

I KNEW that it was not for lovers to argue 
with their miftrefles ; I therefore fent back 
the coach, and got another more gay. Into 
this we all entered, the coachman began to 
drive^ and we were amuiing ourii^ves with the 

expedfai- 
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expeAation of what we fhould fee, when,, 
upon a fmall inclination of the carriage, Jn^ 
thea {creamed out^ that we were overthrown. 
We were obliged to fix all our attention upon 
her, which fhe took care to keep up by renew- 
ing her outcries, at every corner where we had 
occafion to turn : at intervals fhe entertained 
us with fretful complaints of the uneafinef^ 
of the coach, and obliged me to call feveral 
times on the coachman to take care and drive 
without jolting. The poor fellow endeavour- 
ed to pleafe us, and therefore moved very 
flowly, 'till Anthea found out that this pace 
would only keep us longer on the ftones, and 
defired that I would order him to make more 
fpeed. He whipped his horfes,^ the coach jolted 
again, and Anthea very complaifantly toJd us 
how much {he repented that fhe made one of 
our company* 

At lafl we got into the fmooth road, and 
began to think our diificulties at an end, when, 
on a fudden, Anthea faw a brook before us, 
which fhe could not venture to pafs. Wc 
were, therefore, obliged to alight, that wc 
might wdk over the bridge j but when we 
came to it, we found it fo narrow, that An- 
thea durft not fet her foot upon it> and was 

- , content. 
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content, after long confultation^ to call the 
coach back, and with innumerable precautL 
ons, terrors^ and lamentations, croi&d the 
brook. 

It was neceffiuy, after this delay, to mend 
ourpace,and dire£Hons were accordingly giveD 
to the coachman, when Anihea informed us> 
that it was conmion for the axle to catch fire 
with a quick motion, and begged of me to 
look out every minute, left we fliould all be 
confumed. I was forced to obey, and give 
her from time to time the mofl folemn declara- 
tions that all was fafe, and that I hoped we 
fliould reach the place without lofing our live* 
either by fire or water. 

Thus we pafled on, over ways foft and 
hard, with more or with lefs fpeed, but al- 
ways with new viciffitudes of anxiety. If the 
ground was hard, vre were jolted^ if foft, we 
were fmking. If we went faft, we fliould 
be overturned, if flowly, we fliould never 
reach the place. At length flie faw fomething 
which flie called a cloud, and began to confi- 
der that at that time of the year it frequently 
thundered. This feemed to be the capital ter- 

rour, for after that the coach wasfufferedta 
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move on ; and no danger was thought too 
dreadful to be encountered, provided (he 
could get into a houfe before the thunder. 

Thus our whole converfation pafled in 
dangers, and cares, and fears, and confolati- 
ons, and {lories of ladies dragged in the mire, 
forced to fpend all the night on a heath, 
drowned in rivers,' or burnt with lightening 5 
and no fooner had a hairbreadth efcape fet ua 
free from one calamity, but we were threat- 
ened with another. 

At length we reached the houfe where we 
intended to regale ourfelves, and I propofed 
to Anthea the choice of. a great number of 
difhes, which the place, being well provided 
for entertainment, happened to afford. She 
made fome objeftion to every thing that was 
offered ; one thing fhe hated at that time of 
the year, another (he could not bear fmce fhe 
had feen it fpoiled at lady Feedweli's table } 
another Ihe was fure they could not drefs at 
this houfe, and another fhe could not touch 
without French fauce. At lafl (he fixed her 
mind upon falmon, but there was no falmon 
in the houfe. It was however procured with 
great expedidonj and when it came to the u« 

ble 
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ble, (he found that her fright had taken away 
her ftomach^ which indeed fhe thought no 
great lofs^ for fhe could never believe that any 
thing at an inn could be deanly got. 

Dinner was now over, and the company 
propofed, for I was now paft the condition 
of making overtures, that we fhould perfue 
our original defign of vifiting the gardens* 
jtpiibea declared that Ihe could not imagine 
yi^hat pleafure y^e expeded from the fight of 
a few green. trees and a little gravel, and two 
or three pits of clear virater i that for her part 
ihe hated walking till the cool of the evening, 
and thought it very likely to rain» and sf^ia 
wifhed that ihe had fiaid at home. Wc 
then reconciled ourfelves to our difap«. 
pointmcnt, and began to talk on common 
fubjeib, when Jnthea told us that fince we 
came to fee gardens, fhe would not hinder 
our fatisfaftion. We all rofe and walked 
through the enclofures for fome time, with no 
other trouble than the neceffity of watching 
left a frog fhould hop acrofs the way, which 
Jnthea told us would certainly kill her, if fhe 
fhould happen to fee him. 

Frogs, as it fell out, there .were non^, but 

when 



N^^4- The RAMBLER, igg 

when we were within an acre of the gardens, 
Jnthea faw fome (beep, and heard the wether 
clink his bell, which ihe was certain was not 
hung upon him for nothing, and therefore no 
aflurances nor intreaties fliould prevail upon' 
her to go a ftep ferther ; ihe was forry to dif- 
appoint the company, but her life was dearer 
to her than ceremony. 

We came back to the inn, and Anthea now 
difcovered that there was no time to be loft in 
returning, for the night would come upon us, 
and a thoufand misfortunes might happen in 
the dark. The horfes were immediately har- 
neiled, and Anthea having wondered what 
could feduce her to ftay fo long was eager to 
fet out. But we had now a new fcene of ter- 
rour, every man we faw was a robber, and 
we were ordered foraetimes to drive hard left 
a traveller whom we faw behind fhould over- 
take us, and fometimes to ftop, left we fhould 
come up to him who was paffing . before us* 
She alarmed many an honeft man by begging 
him to fpare her life as he pafled by the coach, 
and drew me into fifteen quarrels with perfons 
who encreafed her fright by kindly ftopping to 
enquire whether they could ai&ft us. At laft 

we 
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we came borne, and Ihe told hercompany next 
day Mfhat a pleafant ride flie had been taking. 

I SUPPOSE, Sir, I need not enquire of you 
wbat deduSions may be made from this nar- 
rative, nor what happinefs can arife from the 
Ibciety of that woman, who miftakes cowar- 
dice for elegance, and imagines all delicacy to 
confift in refufing to be pleafed. 



FINIS. 
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